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Vermont Care Partners Celebrates Four Additional Network Agencies Achieving Certified
Community-Based Integrated Health Center (CCBHC) Status

MONTPELIER, VT — Vermont Care Partners (VCP), the trade association supporting 16 of
Vermont’s designated and specialized service agencies, announces the certification of four
additional network agencies as Certified Community-Based Integrated Health Centers
(CCBHC:s). This milestone reflects years of coordinated effort by the state, VCP, network
agencies, and other stakeholders, to assess the feasibility of the CCBHC model in Vermont and
define its role within the state’s broader health care transformation and integrated,
community-based delivery system, as well as the tireless work of agency leadership and staff to
prepare for certification.

The newly certified agencies are:
e Northeast Kingdom Human Services (NKHS)
e Howard Center
e Northwestern Counseling & Support Services (NCSS)
o Health Care and Rehabilitation Services (HCRS)

They join Clara Martin Center and Rutland Mental Health Services/Community Care Network,
bringing Vermont’s total number of CCBHC:s to six. Together these agencies represent another
significant step in strengthening Vermont’s statewide community-based system of care and
expanding access to coordinated services close to home.

“The certification of these four agencies is a transformative achievement for our communities
and for Vermont’s vision of an integrated community-based health delivery system,” said Simone
Rueschemeyer, Executive Director of Vermont Care Partners. “The CCBHC model strengthens
our longstanding commitment to ensuring Vermonters can access high-quality, person-centered
care close to home by enhancing service delivery, expanding care coordination, and establishing
a more sustainable funding structure.”

Rueschemeyer added, “Agencies worked tirelessly to be ready for certification because they
recognized the great opportunity this model represents. The CCBHC model better aligns
payment with the comprehensive, integrated care they already provide every day, creating a more
sustainable foundation to strengthen access and meet the needs of Vermonters for years to come.”

CCBHC:s are a nationally recognized model designed to deliver integrated, community-based
services including mental health treatment, substance use services, care coordination, peer



supports, and connections to physical healthcare. The model emphasizes serving anyone who
seeks care, regardless of diagnosis, insurance status, or ability to pay.

The newly certified agencies have spent multiple years preparing for this transition by expanding
services, investing in workforce development, strengthening partnerships with healthcare
providers and community organizations, and building the infrastructure necessary to meet
rigorous federal and state standards. This work builds on Vermont’s longstanding commitment to
delivering coordinated, person-centered care in the communities where people live.

“This achievement reflects the dedication of agency staff, leadership, community partners, and
state officials,” Rueschemeyer said. “Most importantly, it means more Vermonters will be able to
access timely, coordinated care that supports whole-person health and well-being.”

The Department of Mental Health officially certified the four agencies on July 1, 2026, following
an extensive certification process that began in late 2024. VCP remains committed to supporting
additional agencies in pursuing CCBHC certification in the coming years to further strengthen
Vermont’s integrated, community-based mental health, substance use, and intellectual and
developmental disability system of support.

About Vermont Care Partners

Vermont Care Partners is one of two non-profits supporting a statewide network of 16 designated
and specialized service agencies that provide mental health, substance use, and intellectual and
developmental disability services to more than 45,000 Vermonters each year. Through advocacy,
policy development and implementation, and network support, Vermont Care Partners works to
ensure that all Vermonters have access to the services and supports they need to lead healthy and
satisfying lives in their communities.

A Statewide Network Supporting Vermonters to Lead Healthy and Satisfying Lives,
Community by Community www.vermontcarepartners.org
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