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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Week of May 18, 2026 

 
Yep…Still Here… 
 

Happy Memorial Day, y’all! It was a hot, hot, HOT week under 
the State House dome, and not just because the weather 
finally remembered what season we’re in. 
 
The biggest floor moment was the anti-mask bill, especially the 
closely watched amendment around unmasking federal 
agents. It turned into one of those long floor debates where 
you could feel the temperature in the room and the weight of 
what people were saying at the same time. The vote ended up 
extremely close, and you could actually see members shifting 
as they listened to their colleagues make their case in real 
time, which is not something we see every day. 

 
Outside of that, it was very much end-of-session energy: budget conferees doing the classic 15-
minutes-of-progress-then-disappearing routine, the forensic facility bill continuing its 
“everyone agrees we need something but not the same something” tour through the House, 
and the AI in mental health bill quietly wrapping up its final conference committee step without 
much drama once the House and Senate landed in the same place. 
 
Word on the street is the last day might be Wednesday, but at this point that feels more like a 
rumor we are all starting to repeat rather than a firm plan. Either way, we are definitely in the 
stretch where everything happens at once or not at all, and I’m fully prepared to be in the State 
House until 3am ordering pizza for dinner like I always do by this point in session, when all my 
eating habits have fully given up on me.  I’ll keep you posted… 
 
Mental health Awareness Month Proclamation – Governor Proclamation - 26_Mental Health 
Awareness Month 
 
And…HOT OFF THE PRESS!  We’re excited to announce that the 2025 VCP Impact Report is 
available online!  Take a look HERE → 2025 Impact Report - Vermont Care Partners 

 
VCP COMMITTEE TESTIMONY 
 

• No Testimony This Week  
 

https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/Mental%20Health%20Awareness%20Month%20%28Proclamation%2026-47%29.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/Mental%20Health%20Awareness%20Month%20%28Proclamation%2026-47%29.pdf
https://vermontcarepartners.org/2025-impact-report/
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THIS WEEK’S LEGISLTIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
*A quick snapshot of key committees with helpful summaries* 

To link to the various bills, use the following website and enter the information into the “search 
for – bill or resolution” search bar.  You’ll need the letter (S or H) and the bill number: Home | 
Vermont General Assembly | Vermont Legislature  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
House Corrections/House Human Services/House Judiciary – S.193 Forensic Facility  
 
The forensic facility bill S.193 continued moving through House committees this week with a 
familiar mix of urgency and disagreement about structure and long-term design. 
 
House Judiciary first voted the bill out on a 7-0-0 vote with version 7.1, which at that point 
reflected the version members were comfortable advancing. The following day, Theresa Wood 
offered an amendment focused on clarifying language related to intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, with the intent of ensuring the statute does not unintentionally 
stigmatize or imply risk based solely on a diagnosis of I/DD. Her point was centered on avoiding 
language that could be interpreted as suggesting people with I/DD are inherently dangerous 
because of their disability, though the timing sparked frustration among some members who 
had already voted a contested version out of their committee.   
 
Then, the day after that, Vice Chair Tom Burditt introduced an amendment that would shift the 
temporary facility component into the Department of Corrections and relied on emergency 
rulemaking. That proposal raised significant concern across committees and among advocates, 
particularly around what it would mean in practice for governance and whether a temporary 
correctional structure would end up becoming the de facto long-term model. 
 
House Corrections also weighed in on the broader direction of that approach, and there was 
not a lot of enthusiasm for it in that space either, especially given ongoing concerns about 
blending forensic treatment functions too closely with corrections. At this point, the bill is still 
very much in motion, and there is a fair amount of uncertainty about what version ultimately 
emerges. 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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What is still unclear is whether S.193 will make it to the House floor before the end of session, 
or whether these competing amendments and ongoing negotiations will continue to play out in 
real time right up against adjournment. Right now it feels like one of those bills where everyone 
agrees it needs to move, but there is still real disagreement about exactly what is moving. 
 
House/Senate Floor  
 
The House floor brought some of the most emotionally charged and closely watched debate of 
the session this week as lawmakers took up the so called “anti-mask” bill related to law 
enforcement identification requirements. While the underlying bill still applies to state and 
local law enforcement, the real fight centered on an amendment led by Rep. Daisy Berbeco and 
others to restore federal immigration enforcement officers, specifically ICE, back into the 
legislation after House Judiciary had removed them over concerns about federal preemption 
and potential constitutional challenges. What followed was hours of debate where lawmakers 
wrestled openly with the tension between legal caution and moral responsibility. Legislators 
from across the ideological spectrum delivered deeply personal and, at times, remarkably 
moving floor speeches about fear in immigrant communities, government accountability, and 
the role of state legislatures in responding to the realities constituents are experiencing right 
now. Several members spoke about how many protections Vermonters now take for granted, 
including same sex marriage and civil rights protections, were once also described as legally 
impossible or politically unrealistic. The broader sentiment from supporters of the amendment 
was that legislators should not solely define their role as predicting court outcomes, but also as 
making clear statements about the kind of state Vermont aspires to be and ensuring people feel 
safe and protected under the laws passed here. 
 
The debate itself stretched for hours in a chamber that was both physically overheated and 
politically intense. At one point an anti-ICE demonstrator was escorted out for loudly shouting 
and flashing anti-ICE signage. What was perhaps most notable, however, was watching 
legislators visibly shift throughout the debate. Members changed votes, reconsidered positions 
in real time, and openly acknowledged the impact of hearing colleagues speak about their 
constituents and lived experiences. In the end, the amendment to add ICE back into the bill 
narrowly failed after an extremely close vote, but it was one of those rare floor moments where 
you could genuinely feel the weight of the institution wrestling publicly with difficult questions 
about safety, legality, accountability, and who government is ultimately responsible to protect. 
 
The House also gave final approval to H.938, the homelessness continuum bill, sending it on in 
the process after what has been months of intense work and negotiation across committees 
and stakeholders. Rep. Theresa Wood delivered a particularly compelling floor speech focused 
on the need for Vermont to move toward a more coordinated and humane homelessness 
response system and read a quote reminding lawmakers that the true measure of a society is 
how it treats its most vulnerable people. The bill represents one of the larger structural 



 
 

www.vermontcarepartners.org 
 

conversations this session around homelessness response, prevention, and long-term 
coordination across state systems. 
 
Also advancing to the Governor’s desk was the DCF omnibus bill, which passed with 
overwhelming support after Rep. Brenda Steady requested a roll call on the floor. Only two 
members voted against the legislation, a notable level of consensus this late in session and a 
sign that lawmakers were largely aligned around the package of child welfare and family 
support provisions included in the bill. Much of the conversation around the legislation 
centered on supports for unaccompanied youth, an area where providers and advocates have 
spent years pushing for stronger systems and clearer pathways to care and stability. One of the 
more powerful moments during the vote came from Rep. Teddy Waszazak, who spoke 
personally about his own experience as an unaccompanied youth and reflected on what it 
would have meant to have some of these supports available during that period of his life. His 
remarks brought a deeply personal dimension to the discussion and served as a reminder that 
many of the policies debated under the dome are not abstract systems issues, but decisions 
that directly shape whether young people are able to find safety, stability, and support during 
some of the most vulnerable moments of their lives. 
 
Conference Committee – AI in Mental Health  
 
The conference committee on H.816 wrapped up quickly this week, lasting only about 20 
minutes with brief discussion from the Senate side before they ultimately agreed to the House 
changes. The Senate response was straightforward and largely supportive of the work the 
House did to tighten the language after concerns that earlier definitions were too broad and 
could unintentionally capture or interfere with appropriate uses of AI. 
 
What has driven much of the interest in this bill is the effort to strike a careful balance. On one 
hand, ensuring AI tools used in mental health spaces are safe, appropriately bounded, and do 
not create harm or inappropriate clinical direction. On the other hand, recognizing these tools 
are already being used in practical ways, including administrative functions that can reduce 
workload pressures and allow providers to spend more time directly with the people they 
serve. It also reflects the importance of not inadvertently limiting tools that help connect 
people to appropriate supports, including crisis resources like 988. 
 
As the bill moved through its final steps, it also drew increasing attention from a range of 
stakeholders, including larger technology companies, as the implications of the language 
became clearer in the final stages of negotiation. 
 
The most recent version of the bill can be found HERE → H.816~Katie McLinn~Committee of 
Conference Committee Report~5-20-2026.pdf 
 
Conference Committee – Budget Bill  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/H.816/Committee%20of%20Conference/H.816~Katie%20McLinn~Committee%20of%20Conference%20Committee%20Report~5-20-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/H.816/Committee%20of%20Conference/H.816~Katie%20McLinn~Committee%20of%20Conference%20Committee%20Report~5-20-2026.pdf
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The Budget Conference Committee continued to tick away at its remaining list this week, 
continuing its now familiar pattern of meeting in short bursts that sometimes felt like 15 
minutes at a time before disappearing again to regroup, negotiate, and come back with a few 
more items to check off. It has been a slow, stop-and-start process to watch, but there is 
movement happening underneath it all. 
 
This week the committee reached agreement on primary care funding and also restored 
funding in a few areas that had been reduced in the Senate version of the budget. One of the 
more meaningful outcomes is that post permanency adoption funding, which had been cut in 
the Governor’s proposal and then added back by the Senate, was ultimately agreed to by the 
House as well, meaning that funding will now be restored in the final budget; An important win 
for kids, families, and the providers supporting permanency work. 
 
There were also continued discussions around a handful of remaining items still in play, such as 
much of the language section of the bill…and also some of the higher profile and more 
complicated pieces like UVM related capital and facility funding decisions that have been part 
of broader public conversation, along with a few other lingering differences that are still being 
worked through line by line. 
 
As always with budget, nothing is actually done until it is done done. And at this point, ‘done’ is 
starting to feel like more of a philosophical concept than a calendar-based one. We are still in 
that end-of-session stretch where everyone insists we are almost there, and yet somehow the 
spreadsheet continues to regenerate itself like it has its own survival instinct. 
 
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT SERIES 
 
The Sponsor Spotlight Series is part of a collaboration produced by members of Vermont Care 
Partners – the statewide network for sixteen non-profit, community-based agencies providing 
mental health, substance use, and intellectual and developmental disability support.    

 
We have completed the series for this session – GREAT JOB everyone!! To view all the articles 
from 2026, click the link below: 
 

• Vermont Care Partners Archives - VTDigger 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• National Council Mental Health Hill Day – Washington D.C. June 2nd to 3rd  
 

IN THE NEWS… 
 

https://vtdigger.org/newspack_spnsrs_tax/vermont-care-partners/
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• Counseling Service of Addison County, builder join forces on new homes - VTDigger 
• As Vermont lawmakers stare down adjournment, major bills are still in flux - VTDigger 
• Behind closed doors, lawmakers and Gov. Scott near education deal without forced 

district mergers - VTDigger 
• Lawmakers hit pause on childcare licensure reform — for now - VTDigger 
• Hospitals need to cut spending drastically — but do their plans deliver? - VTDigger 
• Vermont House stops short of unmasking ICE, dividing House Democrats - VTDigger 
• Lawmakers attempt to reorganize supports for unhoused Vermonters while limiting 

motel use - VTDigger 
• Vermont legislators look to fast-track a plan to lower what insurers pay hospitals - 

VTDigger 
 

*NEW - STATUS OF BILLS: ACTIONS TAKEN BY GOVERNOR SCOTT 2026    
 
Curious about the status of bills that made it to the Governor’s desk the session?  Clink the link 
below to see what has passed with signature, passed without signature, or vetoed this session… 
 

• Action Taken by Governor Scott on Bills During the 2026 Legislative Session | Office of 
Governor Phil Scott 

 
PRESS CONFERENCES & OTHER MEDIA 

 
• No press conference this past week 

 
BILLS, ACTS, RESOLUTIONS of 2026 - QUICK LINKS 

• S. 193 - An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice 
involved persons. 

• S. 194. An act relating to designated and specialized service agency payment 
methodology 

• S. 195 - An act relating to judicial proceedings for involuntary treatment.  
• H.530 - An act related to establishing a forensic facility  
• H.535 - An Act related to establishing a competency restoration program 
• H.544 - An act related to crime victim's rights in competency discharge proceedings  
• H.573 - An act relating to the first certification of an emergency examination 
• H.582 - An act relating to adult protective services 
• H.611 – An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of 

Vermont Health Access 

https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/25/counseling-service-of-addison-county-builder-join-forces-on-new-homes/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/22/as-vermont-lawmakers-stare-down-adjournment-major-bills-are-still-in-flux/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/22/behind-closed-doors-lawmakers-and-gov-scott-near-education-deal-without-forced-district-mergers/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/22/behind-closed-doors-lawmakers-and-gov-scott-near-education-deal-without-forced-district-mergers/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/21/lawmakers-hit-pause-on-childcare-licensure-reform-for-now/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/21/hospitals-need-to-cut-spending-drastically-but-do-their-plans-deliver/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/20/vermont-house-stops-short-of-unmasking-ice-dividing-house-democrats/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/20/lawmakers-attempt-to-reorganize-supports-for-unhoused-vermonters-while-limiting-motel-use/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/20/lawmakers-attempt-to-reorganize-supports-for-unhoused-vermonters-while-limiting-motel-use/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/20/vermont-legislators-look-to-fast-track-a-plan-to-lower-what-insurers-pay-hospitals/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/05/20/vermont-legislators-look-to-fast-track-a-plan-to-lower-what-insurers-pay-hospitals/
https://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/action-taken-governor-scott-bills-during-2026legislative-session
https://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/action-taken-governor-scott-bills-during-2026legislative-session
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0535/H-0535%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
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• H.84 - An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 
and provider consent 

• H.724 – An act relating to administration of involuntary psychiatric medication in 
emergency circumstances 

• H.613 – An act relating to victims of officer-involved shootings of an individual 
experiencing a mental health crisis 

• H.644 – An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 
mental health services  

• H.657 – An act relating to enabling unaccompanied homeless youth to obtain certain 
services without parental consent  

• H.689 – An act relating to financial aid exceptions for individuals with a disability  
• S.233 – An act relating to establishing a special education family advocacy pilot program 
• S.241 – An act relating to regulating the use of AI in the provision of mental health 

services 
• S.245 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent 
• H.84 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent   
• H-744 - An act relating to procedures for arrest without a warrant 
• H.765 - An act relating to qualified mental health professionals 
• H.764 - An act relating to inpatient psychiatric bed capacity 
• S.272 - An act relating to juvenile proceedings, criminal procedures, and forensic 

facilities for criminal justice-involved individuals 
• H.585 – An act relating to health insurance reforms 
• H.818 - An act relating to mental health screening in schools 
• H.816 - An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 

mental health services 
• H.817 - An act relating to mental health support and substance use disorder prevention 

in schools 
• H.819 - An act relating to the Division of Substance Use Programs 
• H.821 - An act relating to artificial intelligence 
• H.813 - An act relating to ensuring the same accountability, transparency, and education 

standards for all schools receiving public funding 

ADVOCACY TOOLS 
 
Vermont Digger’s 2025 Legislative Guide – a starter kit to the legislative session – can be found 
HERE 
 
Smart Transcripts of meetings under the golden dome – allowing you inside the committee 
meetings with word for word transcription of what transpired.  Find it HERE 
 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0689/H-0689%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0233/S-0233%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0744/H-0744%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0765/H-0765%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0764/H-0764%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0585/H-0585%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0818/H-0818%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0819/H-0819%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0821/H-0821%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://vtdigger.org/2026-vermont-legislative-guide/
https://www.goldendomevt.com/
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The Vermont General Assembly website helps you to navigate the state house and get up to 
date information on:  

• Committee assignments  

• Weekly committee agendas  

• Legislator information – including contact info, assigned committees, bio, sponsored 
bills, etc.  

• Bills, acts, resolutions  

• State house announcements and events  

• Maps of the statehouse  

• And more!  
 
FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR!  A handy list of representatives, senators, their catchment areas, 
committee assignments, and the DA/SSA connected to each.  Find it HERE and please don’t 
forget to join me at the State House Tuesday through Friday!  
 
 
VCP Legislative Priorities 
 
Find our FY27 Budget Ask One-Pager HERE → VCP Policy Brief - FY27 FINAL.pdf 
 
Our advocacy this session is centered on the key levers that directly impact Vermonters’ access 
to care and the stability of the services they rely on: 
 

• Sustainable Funding & Workforce Stability 
• Upstream Supports & Basic Needs 
• High Acuity, Public Safety & System Navigation 
• Equitable Access & Quality Standards 
• System Transformation & Oversight 

 
Below, we outline our specific legislative priorities that fall under these themes -  
 

1. Inflationary Rate Increase Based on MEI – 3.5% = $5.8M in General Fund Dollars 

($13.8M with Federal Match – Global Commitment)  

Ensure community services can keep pace with rising costs, so care is not reduced or 

interrupted by providing MEI-based rate increases for developmental disability services, 

residential care, and other non-CCBHC Medicaid services.  

2. DS Payment Reform & COI Implementation Support – Hold Harmless & Prospective 

Payment 

Ensure DS payment reform is stable, predictable, and protects agencies during 

implementation; prevent cash-flow disruptions and service loss. 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQB7fUOam-TLRZWwROjEseSHARP-FgTBtagzQikou0bnw30?e=RmQLwI
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQARoa0ml_rgR72cH-bAeouoATqyKCJBr3Tig0qGH8bsbe4?e=4riwvW
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3. Housing & Residential Stability 

Protect stable housing for people with high-acuity MH needs while preventing 

displacement/homelessness; ensure access to supportive housing for individuals with 

I/DD, including statewide unit needs.  

4. Mental Health in Schools, Success Beyond Six, and Education Reform Intersection 

Preserve integrated school-based mental health supports that keep students stable, 

learning, and in Vermont. 

5. Doulas & Preventive Care (Prenatal to Age 8) 

Invest in early, preventive supports that improve lifelong health outcomes and reduce 

long-term costs. 

6. High-Acuity Supports and Complex Care Transitions 

Clarify roles, authority, and resources so communities can respond safely to the most 

complex situations. 

7. Crisis Continuum and Mental Health Urgent Care Centers 

Build a coordinated, statewide crisis system that connects urgent care to ongoing 

treatment. Expand timely, community-based crisis alternatives so people can access care 

without relying on emergency departments. 

8. Public Inebriate Program & Crisis Bed Integration/Coordination 

Ensure PIP and mental health crisis bed integration/coordination is funded, regionally 

appropriate, and not implemented without provider input or sustainable payment. 

9. Seclusion and Restraint Reform 

Ensure safety, transparency, and trauma-informed practice while supporting staff and 

families. 

10. Workforce and Rate Stabilization for DA/SSA Services 

Align rates and wages with true cost of care to stabilize staffing and service delivery. 

11. Loan/Tuition Reimbursement for Staff 

Strengthen recruitment and retention in hard to fill mental health, SUD, and I/DD roles. 

12. CCBHC Efforts  

Align state requirements with federal standards so integrated care remains viable. 

13. Artificial Intelligence in Mental Health  

Protect clients by preventing AI from replacing licensed clinical care. 

14. Establish Guardrails on Coding Alignment and Reimbursement Policy Changes 

Protect access to essential services by making coding and reimbursement changes 

transparent and ensure coding and billing updates do not unintentionally limit access to 

care. 
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15. AHS Revisioning/System Restructuring 

Ensure system changes improve coordination without destabilizing essential services and 

planning includes core partners and stakeholders.  

16. Involuntary Treatment  

Protect Vermont’s voluntary, community-based system of care while setting clear limits 

on involuntary treatment 

17. Food Access and Other Basic/Healthcare Needs 

Strengthen access to food, heating, and health coverage to prevent avoidable crises and 

service disruption resulting from federal change. 

18. Rural Health Transformation Funds 
Ensure all areas of Vermont have access to federal Rural Health Transformation funding 
to support equitable, transformative improvements in mental health, substance use, 
and developmental disability services. 
 

As a Reminder:  
 
Chapter 207 : Community Mental Health and Developmental Services 

(Cite as: 18 V.S.A. § 8914) 
• § 8914. Rates of payments to designated and specialized service agencies 

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall have sole responsibility for 
establishing the Departments of Health’s, of Mental Health’s, and of Disabilities, 
Aging, and Independent Living’s rates of payments for designated and 
specialized service agencies that are reasonable and adequate to achieve the 
required outcomes for designated populations. When establishing rates of 
payment for designated and specialized service agencies, the Secretary shall 
adjust rates to take into account factors that include: 

(1) the reasonable cost of any governmental mandate that has been 
enacted, adopted, or imposed by any State or federal authority; and 

(2) a cost adjustment factor to reflect changes in reasonable costs of goods 
and services of designated and specialized service agencies, including those 
attributed to inflation and labor market dynamics. 

(b) When establishing rates of payment for designated and specialized service 
agencies, the Secretary may consider geographic differences in wages, benefits, 
housing, and real estate costs in each region of the State. (Added 2017, No. 82, 
§ 11, eff. June 15, 2017.) 

 
 
 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/18/207
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FEDERAL INFO: LEARN MORE 
 
Rural Health Transformation Funding - Vermont was awarded $193M/year for the next 5 years 
to promote bold, innovative ideas that make care more accessible, higher quality, and better 
tailored to the needs of rural communities.  Vermont has created a landing page to keep up to 
date on what’s happening with RHT.  Here is the link: H.R.1/Rural Health Transformation Fund | 
Health Care Reform 
 

• For project specific information follow the link here → Vermont’s Rural Health 
Transformation Program Activity Details 12-2025 

 

• For RFPs/NOFOs released by the state related to the RHT follow the link here → RHT 
Program RFPs/NOFOs | Health Care Reform 

 
Federal Access Rule - this is coming into play this year and we want to ensure that you have all 
the up-to-date information.  Here’s background on what the Federal Access Rule is → 
Regulatory-Analysis_Final-Rule-on-HCBS-Access-Final.pdf 
 
The SAVE America Act – American Association of People with Disabilities responds to the 
House Passage of the SAVE America Act.  Please their response here → American Association of 
People with Disabilities Response to House Passage of the SAVE America Act - AAPD 
 

The Overtime Rule - The US Department of Labor announced its promulgation of a final rule 
rescinding the 2024 regulation (the Overtime Rule) that would have raised the employee 
classification criteria and salary threshold for overtime exemptions. 
 
This action formalizes the administration's move away from the Biden-era regulation that was 
recently vacated by two district court judges who found that DOL exceeded its authority under 
the Fair Labor Standards Act with that regulation. The 2024 overtime requirements would have 
altered the test to determine which workers are "bona fide executive, administrative, or 
professional" staff and therefore ineligible for time-and-a-half wages. It also raised the 
exemption threshold to $58,656 for white-collar workers. 
 
Since this week's final rule to rescind the 2024 regulations is considered a technical 
amendment, it did not go through a public comment and notice period. Because of the district 
court rulings, DOL's Wage and Hour Division has already been enforcing the law using the 
standards prescribed within the prior (2019) rule. 
 
 

https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/rht-program-rfps-nofos
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/rht-program-rfps-nofos
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQDva8lYwDhOT6HKVFxnc0eiAbP8AICDlmrS4b7Np4peUes?e=6RvUt3
https://www.aapd.com/american-association-of-people-with-disabilities-response-to-house-passage-of-the-save-america-act/
https://www.aapd.com/american-association-of-people-with-disabilities-response-to-house-passage-of-the-save-america-act/

