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Supporting Vermonters to lead healthy and satisfying lives community by community
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE — Week of March 30, 2026
Budget Moves to the Senate...

At the State House this week, budget season kicked into high
gear in the Senate Appropriations and Health & Welfare
Committees. The administration’s frustration with the House
version of the budget was on full display, but there were lighter
| moments too. Toy animals made cameo appearances in the live
| stream hearings, a reminder that even in the most serious of
sessions, a little levity sneaks in. Legislators work tirelessly all
session, but sometimes these small sparks of humor keep
everyone going.

In Senate Appropriations, Adam Greshin’s testimony drew attention. He described the House
budget as a “kick to the gr###” and a “mid### finger,” prompting Senator Baruth to ask
pointedly, “What do you really think of this year’s budget?” The language was striking,
especially considering the proposed budget was largely modest in nature and closely aligned
with the Governor’s recommendations. The real tension was connected to the House’s 40 one-
time appropriations compared to the Governor’s 10. Concern was also around the property tax
relief buy-down which was less than what was in the Governor’s recommend.

In Senate Health and Welfare, roughly 20 advocates testified, highlighting requests for funding
that aren’t yet in any version of the budget - House or Governor. These included recovery
programming, parent child centers, Alzheimer’s supports, HIV/AIDS funding, benefits
navigators, and more. Together, these asks illustrated the breadth of unmet needs across
Vermont and the many areas where organizations play a critical role in supporting Vermonters.

A major topic in House Human Services this week was nursing home emergency relief, with
decisions on funding and payment models drawing close attention. While the discussion
focused on facilities, the outcomes can indirectly shape what resources remain for community-
based providers and the flexibility agencies have to serve Vermonters in their homes and
communities.

And...HOT OFF THE PRESS! We're excited to announce that the 2025 VCP Impact Report is
available online! Take a look HERE = 2025 Impact Report - Vermont Care Partners

www.vermontcarepartners.org
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VCP COMMITTEE TESTIMONY
e No testimony from VCP this week
THIS WEEK'’S LEGISLTIVE HIGHLIGHTS
*A quick snapshot of key committees with helpful summaries*
To link to the various bills, use the following website and enter the information into the “search

for — bill or resolution” search bar. You’ll need the letter (S or H) and the bill number: Home
Vermont General Assembly | Vermont Legislature
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Senate Health & Welfare

H.84 Passed: This bill allows for recordings of telehealth and audio-only mental health sessions.
It’s an important step toward building Vermont’s clinical bench, supporting professional
development, and using Al transcription to reduce administrative burden. The vote was
unanimous, 5-0-0, and the Senate Health & Welfare Committee made no changes to the House
version — a nice display of alignment. We are grateful to the committee for taking up this bill
and moving it forward so efficiently.

Budget Discussion and Advocates Testifying: While Vermont Care Partners did not testify as a
group, we submitted written testimony and were present for the broader discussion. Numerous
organizations spoke, representing recovery programming, Alzheimer’s services, SASH, HIV/AIDS
care, food access, parent child centers, and more. These discussions highlighted the wide range
of critical priorities across Vermont, all competing for limited resources in a challenging budget
year.

H.573 — Emergency Examinations: The committee began reviewing this bill, which would add
PAs to those authorized to perform first certification for emergency examinations. Testimony
included the training and procedural steps needed to implement this change, and the
committee plans to bring in additional stakeholders to weigh in on this important update to
clinical practice.

Legislative Counselors overview of EEs is HERE = H.573~Katie McLinn~Overview of Emergency
Examination~2-18-2026.pdf

www.vermontcarepartners.org
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https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/Senate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Bills/H.84/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20Legal%20Documents/H.84~Jennifer%20Carbee~Senate%20Committee%20on%20Health%20and%20Welfare%20Committee%20Report%20(5-0-0)%20~3-31-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/Senate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Bills/H.573/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20Legal%20Documents/H.573~Katie%20McLinn~As%20Passed%20by%20the%20House~4-2-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/H.573/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20Legal%20Documents/H.573~Katie%20McLinn~Overview%20of%20Emergency%20Examination~2-18-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/H.573/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20Legal%20Documents/H.573~Katie%20McLinn~Overview%20of%20Emergency%20Examination~2-18-2026.pdf
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Al Legislation: SHW also took up bills from the House related to Al. One focuses on neurological
rights as technology advances, and another addresses the use of Al in mental health. These bills
clarify that Al cannot replace clinicians but can be used to support administrative tasks and
reduce clinician burden, ensuring technology serves care rather than replaces it.

The Vermont homelessness response continuum bill (H.938) is set to take center stage this
week in SHW — stay tuned for lots of updates connected to this integral bill!

House Health Care

This week, House Health Care began taking up many important bills crossed over from the
senate including S.189 which is related to hospitals reducing or eliminating services and the
process by which this should happen.

S.189 sets up a clear process hospitals have to follow before they reduce or eliminate a service.
It requires at least 60 days’ notice to the State, the Green Mountain Care Board, legislators, and
the public, along with an explanation of why the change is being proposed. Hospitals also have
to make that information public, hold community hearings, and take feedback. The Agency of
Human Services then reviews the proposal, looks at the impact on access to care, and puts out
recommendations. If the hospital decides to move forward, the Green Mountain Care Board
can look at the financial impact and adjust the hospital’s budget, including how any savings are
used.

From a system perspective, this creates more visibility into changes that can affect access to
care and shifts in where care is delivered. It also connects hospital service reductions to broader
conversations about affordability and whether resources are reinvested in areas like primary
care, prevention, and community-based services.

House Human Services

During the hearing on nursing home financial relief, Jamie Mooney of DVHA provided most of
the technical detail, explaining how audited financial statements and cost reports are reviewed
to determine allowable Medicaid reimbursement. She highlighted factors like real estate costs,
management fees, related-party transactions, and how the Patient-Driven Payment Model
affects acuity scoring and payment calculations. Smaller facilities with low occupancy face
particular challenges, and EFR is only intended to cover allowable costs.

Chair Theresa Wood asked pointed questions about transparency, accountability, and whether

EFR dollars match actual needs. She questioned whether preventative strategies exist to
identify facilities at financial risk before they need EFR and emphasized that Vermonters

www.vermontcarepartners.org



https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0938/H-0938%20As%20passed%20by%20the%20House%20Official.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/S.189/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/S.189~Jennifer%20Carbee~As%20Passed%20by%20the%20Senate~4-2-2026.pdf
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shouldn’t subsidize profits under the guise of public funding. Wood also asked about disparities
between nonprofit and for-profit facilities and whether the rates accurately reflect care acuity.
Commissioner Jill Bowen provided context on department processes, explaining that EFR is
targeted for extraordinary circumstances. She also highlighted the department’s role in
maintaining regulatory compliance.

Even though this hearing was about nursing homes, the way DVHA allocates extraordinary
financial relief matters for community-based services because the state budget is finite. Money
spent stabilizing nursing homes, especially covering high-cost items, owner distributions, or
extraordinary losses, can reduce discretionary funds available community-based services,
including case management, developmental services, and mental health supports. Nursing
home relief decisions can indirectly shape what resources are left and the flexibility
organizations have to serve Vermonters in their homes and communities.

See AHS’ Report HERE = DVHA-Legislative-Report-EFR-FINAL.pdf

Senate Appropriations

Robin Scheu, Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, presented an overview of the
House’s budget to Senate Appropriations this past week, giving Senators a clear sense of the
House’s priorities and thinking as they crafted the proposal. The presentation highlighted a very
collaborative process, aimed at balancing competing needs across Vermont while keeping the
overall approach modest in nature.

Adam Greshin, from the administration, presented his “Dear Jane/Andy” letter. The
Administration’s concerns with the House-passed budget focus on a few key areas. At a high
level, they argue the bill spends more than the Governor proposed, relies on one-time funding
in ways they see as unsustainable, and doesn’t go far enough on property tax relief. They also
raise concerns about diverting IT funds in a way that could impact ongoing projects, limitations
placed on the Agency of Education that they believe could hinder implementation of reform
efforts, and the lack of a long-term strategy for transportation funding. Overall, their message is
that the House approach creates more fiscal risk in an already uncertain revenue and federal
funding environment.

H.951 (budget bill) can be found HERE = H.951~Emily Byrne~As Introduced~4-1-2026.pdf
Read the Administration’s letter HERE = W~Sarah Clark~Letter from Administration~4-1-

2026.pdf
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https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Legislative-Reports/DVHA-Legislative-Report-EFR-FINAL.pdf
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The Sponsor Spotlight Series is part of a collaboration produced by members of Vermont Care
Partners — the statewide network for sixteen non-profit, community-based agencies providing
mental health, substance use, and intellectual and developmental disability support.

e Building an economy where everyone participates and belongs: Supported employment
initiatives for Vermonters with disabilities enhance lives, strengthen communities and
build the economy - VTDigger

UPCOMING EVENTS

e April 7' — VCP Coffee Bar (State House Cafeteria: 8am to 10am)
e May 1-VCP Card Room (8am to 4pm)

IN THE NEWS...

e Aly Richards, former head of Let’s Grow Kids, launches bid for Vermont governor -
VTDigger

® Town Meeting voters urged lawmakers to consider a universal health care bill. What can
that change in Montpelier? - VTDigger

e Vermont labor board orders state to end return-to-office requirement for employees -
VTDigger
® Milton state representative resigns to be 'fully present' in town manager role - VTDigger

® A Vermont Democrat and West Virginia Republican Want to Help Americans in Rural
Areas Buy Houses - VTDigger

® |n review: Lawmakers advance ed reform plans, return-to-office mandate overturned,
ICE raid hearing | Vermont Public

® Capitol Recap: Forced school district mergers off the table in the Vermont House |
Vermont Public

® Unpaid family care tops $1 trillion in US as Vt. weighs caregiver tax credit | Vermont
Public

® ‘Mini truck’ owners show off their wheels at the Vermont Statehouse - VTDigger

*NEW - STATUS OF BILLS: ACTIONS TAKEN BY GOVERNOR SCOTT 2026

Curious about the status of bills that made it to the Governor’s desk the session? Clink the link
below to see what has passed with signature, passed without signature, or vetoed this session...

e Action Taken by Governor Scott on Bills During the 2026 Legislative Session | Office of
Governor Phil Scott

www.vermontcarepartners.org



https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/30/building-an-economy-where-everyone-participates-and-belongs-supported-employment-initiatives-for-vermonters-with-disabilities-enhance-lives-strengthen-communities-and-build-the-economy/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/30/building-an-economy-where-everyone-participates-and-belongs-supported-employment-initiatives-for-vermonters-with-disabilities-enhance-lives-strengthen-communities-and-build-the-economy/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/30/building-an-economy-where-everyone-participates-and-belongs-supported-employment-initiatives-for-vermonters-with-disabilities-enhance-lives-strengthen-communities-and-build-the-economy/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/06/aly-richards-former-head-of-lets-grow-kids-launches-bid-for-vermont-governor/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/06/aly-richards-former-head-of-lets-grow-kids-launches-bid-for-vermont-governor/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/01/town-meeting-voters-urged-lawmakers-to-consider-a-universal-health-care-bill-what-can-that-change-in-montpelier/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/01/town-meeting-voters-urged-lawmakers-to-consider-a-universal-health-care-bill-what-can-that-change-in-montpelier/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/01/vermont-labor-board-says-state-must-end-return-to-office-requirement-for-employees/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/01/vermont-labor-board-says-state-must-end-return-to-office-requirement-for-employees/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/01/milton-state-representative-resigns-to-be-fully-present-in-town-manager-role/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/05/a-vermont-democrat-and-west-virginia-republican-want-to-help-americans-in-rural-areas-buy-houses/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/05/a-vermont-democrat-and-west-virginia-republican-want-to-help-americans-in-rural-areas-buy-houses/
https://www.vermontpublic.org/show/vermont-this-week/2026-04-03/in-review-lawmakers-advance-ed-reform-plans-return-to-office-mandate-overturned-ice-raid-hearing
https://www.vermontpublic.org/show/vermont-this-week/2026-04-03/in-review-lawmakers-advance-ed-reform-plans-return-to-office-mandate-overturned-ice-raid-hearing
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-04-03/capitol-recap-forced-school-district-mergers-off-the-table-in-the-vermont-house
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-04-03/capitol-recap-forced-school-district-mergers-off-the-table-in-the-vermont-house
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-03-30/aarp-unpaid-family-care-1-trillion-nationally-vermont-weighs-caregiver-tax-credit
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-03-30/aarp-unpaid-family-care-1-trillion-nationally-vermont-weighs-caregiver-tax-credit
https://vtdigger.org/2026/04/03/mini-truck-owners-show-off-their-wheels-at-the-vermont-statehouse/
https://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/action-taken-governor-scott-bills-during-2026legislative-session
https://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/action-taken-governor-scott-bills-during-2026legislative-session

VERMONT
CARE
PARTNERS

PRESS CONFERENCES & OTHER MEDIA

e Governor's Press Conference LIVE | Onion River Community Access Media

At a press conference following House passage of H.951, the Governor outlined concerns with
the budget in the context of a changing fiscal environment, pointing to a recent revenue
downgrade, uncertainty in federal funding, and broader economic pressures. He emphasized
that his administration’s proposed budget was built to live within those constraints without
new taxes, with a particular focus on affordability and property tax relief. As part of that
message, he read from a constituent letter describing the impact of rising costs, including
property taxes, housing, and health care, and framed those experiences as driving the need for
more immediate relief.

The Governor raised concerns that the House-passed budget increases spending beyond his
proposal and spreads property tax relief over multiple years rather than concentrating it in the
near term. He also pointed to concerns with the pace and follow-through of education reform
under Act 73, emphasizing the need for structural changes to address long-term cost growth
and indicating he would not support a budget that does not advance that work.

Administration officials reinforced these points, identifying several specific areas of concern,
including increased one-time and base spending, the diversion of funds from the state’s IT
modernization fund, added constraints on the Agency of Education that they believe could limit
implementation of Act 73, and the lack of a long-term approach to transportation funding.
Overall, the Administration framed the House budget as misaligned with current fiscal
conditions and the longer-term changes they see as necessary.

BILLS, ACTS, RESOLUTIONS of 2026 - QUICK LINKS

S. 193 - An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice

involved persons.

e S.194. An act relating to designated and specialized service agency payment
methodology

e S.195 - An act relating to judicial proceedings for involuntary treatment.

e H.530 - An act related to establishing a forensic facility

e H.535 - An Act related to establishing a competency restoration program

e H.544 - An act related to crime victim's rights in competency discharge proceedings

e H.573 - An act relating to the first certification of an emergency examination

e H.582 - An act relating to adult protective services

e H.611 - An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of
Vermont Health Access

e H.84 - An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient

and provider consent

www.vermontcarepartners.org



https://www.orcamedia.net/show/governors-press-conference-live
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0535/H-0535%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
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H.724 — An act relating to administration of involuntary psychiatric medication in
emergency circumstances

H.613 — An act relating to victims of officer-involved shootings of an individual
experiencing a mental health crisis

H.644 — An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of
mental health services

H.657 — An act relating to enabling unaccompanied homeless youth to obtain certain
services without parental consent

H.689 — An act relating to financial aid exceptions for individuals with a disability

S.233 — An act relating to establishing a special education family advocacy pilot program
S.241 — An act relating to regulating the use of Al in the provision of mental health
services

S.245 — An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient
and provider consent

H.84 — An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient
and provider consent

H-744 - An act relating to procedures for arrest without a warrant

H.765 - An act relating to qualified mental health professionals

H.764 - An act relating to inpatient psychiatric bed capacity

S.272 - An act relating to juvenile proceedings, criminal procedures, and forensic
facilities for criminal justice-involved individuals

H.585 — An act relating to health insurance reforms

H.818 - An act relating to mental health screening in schools

H.816 - An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of
mental health services

H.817 - An act relating to mental health support and substance use disorder prevention
in schools

H.819 - An act relating to the Division of Substance Use Programs

H.821 - An act relating to artificial intelligence

H.813 - An act relating to ensuring the same accountability, transparency, and education
standards for all schools receiving public funding

ADVOCACY TOOLS

Vermont Digger’s 2025 Legislative Guide — a starter kit to the legislative session — can be found

Smart Transcripts of meetings under the golden dome — allowing you inside the committee
meetings with word for word transcription of what transpired. Find it HERE

The Vermont General Assembly website helps you to navigate the state house and get up to

date information on:

www.vermontcarepartners.org



https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0689/H-0689%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0233/S-0233%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0744/H-0744%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0765/H-0765%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0764/H-0764%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0585/H-0585%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0818/H-0818%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0819/H-0819%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0821/H-0821%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://vtdigger.org/2026-vermont-legislative-guide/
https://www.goldendomevt.com/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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e Committee assignments

e Weekly committee agendas

e Legislator information —including contact info, assigned committees, bio, sponsored
bills, etc.

e Bills, acts, resolutions

e State house announcements and events

e Maps of the statehouse

e And more!

FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR! A handy list of representatives, senators, their catchment areas,
committee assignments, and the DA/SSA connected to each. Find it HERE and please don’t
forget to join me at the State House Tuesday through Friday!

VCP Legislative Priorities

Find our FY27 Budget Ask One-Pager HERE - VCP Policy Brief - FY27 FINAL.pdf

Our advocacy this session is centered on the key levers that directly impact Vermonters’ access
to care and the stability of the services they rely on:

e Sustainable Funding & Workforce Stability

o Upstream Supports & Basic Needs

e High Acuity, Public Safety & System Navigation
e Equitable Access & Quality Standards

e System Transformation & Oversight

Below, we outline our specific legislative priorities that fall under these themes -

1. Inflationary Rate Increase Based on MEI — 3.5% = $5.8M in General Fund Dollars
($13.8M with Federal Match — Global Commitment)
Ensure community services can keep pace with rising costs, so care is not reduced or
interrupted by providing MEI-based rate increases for developmental disability services,
residential care, and other non-CCBHC Medicaid services.

2. DS Payment Reform & COl Implementation Support — Hold Harmless & Prospective
Payment
Ensure DS payment reform is stable, predictable, and protects agencies during
implementation; prevent cash-flow disruptions and service loss.

3. Housing & Residential Stability
Protect stable housing for people with high-acuity MH needs while preventing

www.vermontcarepartners.org
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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displacement/homelessness; ensure access to supportive housing for individuals with
I/DD, including statewide unit needs.

Mental Health in Schools, Success Beyond Six, and Education Reform Intersection
Preserve integrated school-based mental health supports that keep students stable,
learning, and in Vermont.

Doulas & Preventive Care (Prenatal to Age 8)

Invest in early, preventive supports that improve lifelong health outcomes and reduce
long-term costs.

High-Acuity Supports and Complex Care Transitions

Clarify roles, authority, and resources so communities can respond safely to the most
complex situations.

Crisis Continuum and Mental Health Urgent Care Centers

Build a coordinated, statewide crisis system that connects urgent care to ongoing
treatment. Expand timely, community-based crisis alternatives so people can access care
without relying on emergency departments.

Public Inebriate Program & Crisis Bed Integration/Coordination

Ensure PIP and mental health crisis bed integration/coordination is funded, regionally
appropriate, and not implemented without provider input or sustainable payment.
Seclusion and Restraint Reform

Ensure safety, transparency, and trauma-informed practice while supporting staff and
families.

Workforce and Rate Stabilization for DA/SSA Services

Align rates and wages with true cost of care to stabilize staffing and service delivery.
Loan/Tuition Reimbursement for Staff

Strengthen recruitment and retention in hard to fill mental health, SUD, and I/DD roles.
CCBHC Efforts

Align state requirements with federal standards so integrated care remains viable.
Artificial Intelligence in Mental Health

Protect clients by preventing Al from replacing licensed clinical care.

Establish Guardrails on Coding Alignment and Reimbursement Policy Changes

Protect access to essential services by making coding and reimbursement changes
transparent and ensure coding and billing updates do not unintentionally limit access to
care.

AHS Revisioning/System Restructuring

Ensure system changes improve coordination without destabilizing essential services and
planning includes core partners and stakeholders.

www.vermontcarepartners.org
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Protect Vermont’s voluntary, community-based system of care while setting clear limits

16. Involuntary Treatment

on involuntary treatment
17. Food Access and Other Basic/Healthcare Needs
Strengthen access to food, heating, and health coverage to prevent avoidable crises and
service disruption resulting from federal change.
18. Rural Health Transformation Funds
Ensure all areas of Vermont have access to federal Rural Health Transformation funding

to support equitable, transformative improvements in mental health, substance use,
and developmental disability services.

As a Reminder:

Chapter 207 : Community Mental Health and Developmental Services

(Cite as: 18 V.S.A. § 8914)
« § 8914. Rates of payments to designated and specialized service agencies

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall have sole responsibility for
establishing the Departments of Health’s, of Mental Health’s, and of Disabilities,
Aging, and Independent Living’s rates of payments for designated and
specialized service agencies that are reasonable and adequate to achieve the
required outcomes for designated populations. When establishing rates of
payment for designated and specialized service agencies, the Secretary shall
adjust rates to take into account factors that include:

(1) the reasonable cost of any governmental mandate that has been
enacted, adopted, or imposed by any State or federal authority; and

(2) a cost adjustment factor to reflect changes in reasonable costs of goods
and services of designated and specialized service agencies, including those
attributed to inflation and labor market dynamics.

(b) When establishing rates of payment for designated and specialized service
agencies, the Secretary may consider geographic differences in wages, benefits,
housing, and real estate costs in each region of the State. (Added 2017, No. 82,
§ 11, eff. June 15, 2017.)

FEDERAL INFO: LEARN MORE

Rural Health Transformation Funding - Vermont was awarded $193M/year for the next 5 years
to promote bold, innovative ideas that make care more accessible, higher quality, and better
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tailored to the needs of rural communities. Vermont has created a landing page to keep up to
date on what’s happening with RHT. Here is the link: H.R.1/Rural Health Transformation Fund |
Health Care Reform

e For project specific information follow the link here = Vermont’s Rural Health
Transformation Program Activity Details 12-2025

e For RFPs/NOFOs released by the state related to the RHT follow the link here - RHT
Program RFPs/NOFOs | Health Care Reform

Federal Access Rule - this is coming into play this year and we want to ensure that you have all
the up-to-date information. Here’s background on what the Federal Access Rule is 2>
Regulatory-Analysis Final-Rule-on-HCBS-Access-Final.pdf

The SAVE America Act — American Association of People with Disabilities responds to the House Passage
of the SAVE America Act. Please their response here 2 American Association of People with Disabilities
Response to House Passage of the SAVE America Act - AAPD

www.vermontcarepartners.org
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