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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Week of March 9, 2026 

 
Policy Crossover Week: Going, Going, Gone!  Sort of… 
 

Policy crossover was here… and now it’s gone. Did your favorites 
make it over the line? From AI bills to mental health in schools, 
healthcare reform, private equity oversight, the new forensic 
facility, the housing bill, and the DCF omnibus bill (H.657) - many 
key measures raced toward the finish line this week. 
 
S.194 made it “off the wall” and narrowly missed crossing over 
by just a few minutes. We’ll be looking for a new home for that 
language in the coming weeks. Meanwhile, the FY27 budget 

process is underway: agencies and departments have started presenting in Senate 
Appropriations, while House Appropriations is preparing for a wave of crossover bills with 
funding attached. Everyone is gearing up for the “money bill” crossover later this week, 
including the Budget Bill itself. 
 
Across committees, the play-by-play was fast-paced: testimony on AI and mental health in 
schools highlighted both opportunities and funding challenges; hearings on healthcare reform 
and private equity drew close attention to oversight and equity concerns; the S.193 forensic 
facility moved forward as a narrowly tailored solution to a system gap; and discussions around 
housing and the DCF omnibus bill underscored ongoing pressures on vulnerable Vermonters. 
 
It was a whirlwind week, and the legislative landscape is shifting quickly. Below you’ll see some 
key bills that made it out of their committee of jurisdiction just before the crossover 
deadline…as well as a committee-by-committee update of this week’s happenings. 
 
Crossover of Key Bills: 

• H.558 - An act relating to the Medicaid school-based services program 

• H.573 - An act relating to the first certification of an emergency examination  

• H.577 - An act relating to establishing the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card 
Program  

• H.611 - An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of Vermont 
Health Access  

• H.814 - An act relating to neurological rights and the use of artificial intelligence 
technology in health and human services  
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• H.816 - An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 
mental health services 

• H.534 - An act relating to community action agencies   

• H.545 - An act relating to issuing immunization recommendations  

• H.582 - An act relating to adult protective services 

• H.657 - An act relating to enabling unaccompanied homeless youth to obtain certain 
services without parental consent 

• H.724 - An act relating to administration of involuntary psychiatric medication in 
emergency circumstances 

• H.545 - An act relating to issuing immunization recommendations 

• S.163 - An act relating to the role of advanced practice registered nurses in hospital care  

• S.189 - An act relating to an approval process for reducing or eliminating hospital 
services 

• S.190 - An act relating to the Green Mountain Care Board, reference-based pricing, and 
hospital outsourcing of clinical care 

• S.197 - An act relating to establishing a primary care payment reform program 

• S.193 - An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice-
involved persons 

 
VCP COMMITTEE TESTIMONY 
 

• 3/12/26 – Senate Health & Welfare – Kelsey Stavseth, NKHS; Amy Johnson, VCP – S.194 
 

THIS WEEK’S LEGISLTIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
*A quick snapshot of key committees with helpful summaries* 

To link to the various bills, use the following website and enter the information into the “search 
for – bill or resolution” search bar.  You’ll need the letter (S or H) and the bill number: Home | 
Vermont General Assembly | Vermont Legislature  

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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House Appropriations 
 
The committee heard testimony from Jill Mazza Olson on Vermont’s Rural Health 
Transformation grant and the state’s implementation plans. She outlined federal timelines and 
reporting requirements, including an internal Agency of Human Services deadline of August 1 to 
obligate year-one funds. 
 
Mazza Olson explained that the grant is intended to support system transformation activities 
such as launching new initiatives, transitioning to new models of care, investing in technology, 
and building new collaborations. Federal rules prohibit using the funds to supplant the state 
budget, support rate increases, pay for services that are already billable, or fund major building 
modifications. 
 
The grant is organized around five initiative areas: regionalization and innovative care 
strategies, a clinically integrated network of shared services, strengthening primary care, 
workforce development, and price transparency and insurance competition. Vermont will be 
evaluated based on milestone progress within these initiatives. 
 
AHS has created a public website and contact form for stakeholder input and has begun 
releasing requests for proposals, with the first RFP issued this week. 
 
See the presentation HERE →  W~Jill Mazza Olson~Rural Health Transformation~3-10-2026.pdf 
See the projects HERE → legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House 
Appropriations/Other Topics/W~Jill Mazza Olson~RHTP Program Application Activity Details~3-
10-2026.pdf 
 
Later in the week, the committee also discussed the process for reviewing and prioritizing 
additional funding requests beyond the Governor’s recommended budget. Members will 
review proposals in tiers of $0–5 million, $5–10 million, and $10–15 million to help identify 
priorities areas for the building of their version of the budget.   
 
Senate Health and Welfare 
 
The committee continued work on S.193, which relates to a forensic facility co-housed in 
corrections. Legislative counsel walked through the bill and described the current legal process 
for individuals found not guilty by reason of insanity or incompetent to stand trial. Currently 
there is no process for these individuals unless they meet the threshold for hospital level of 
care with DMH.   
 
S.193 would create a separate pathway for a limited group of individuals facing the most 
serious charges - generally those facing potential life sentences - who are found NGRI or 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Appropriations/Other%20Topics/W~Jill%20Mazza%20Olson~Rural%20Health%20Transformation~3-10-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Appropriations/Other%20Topics/W~Jill%20Mazza%20Olson~RHTP%20Program%20Application%20Activity%20Details~3-10-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Appropriations/Other%20Topics/W~Jill%20Mazza%20Olson~RHTP%20Program%20Application%20Activity%20Details~3-10-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Appropriations/Other%20Topics/W~Jill%20Mazza%20Olson~RHTP%20Program%20Application%20Activity%20Details~3-10-2026.pdf
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incompetent to stand trial. These individuals would be placed in a forensic facility overseen by 
the Department of Corrections.  
 
Testimony indicated the proposal is intended to address a gap for individuals who do not meet 
the clinical threshold for DMH hospitalization but still require a secure setting to restore 
competency and stand trial or to no longer be a danger to themselves or others.  
 
The committee also held a joint hearing with the Senate Judiciary Committee. Representatives 
from Wellpath, the state’s contracted correctional health care provider, testified about their 
experience operating correctional health care programs and competency restoration services. 
They described potential services in a forensic setting, including psychiatric care, medication 
management, and competency restoration programming. Testimony did not clarify if the facility 
would operate as a specialized wing within an existing correctional facility or a standalone 
building. 
 
Later in the week, the committee heard testimony on S.194. Representatives from Vermont 
Care Partners discussed the role of the community mental health and developmental services 
system and described challenges related to payment rates and system stability. Testimony also 
discussed an additional language request for the bill that would add study language and a 
workgroup related to rehabilitation and habilitation services. 
 
Senate Appropriations 
 
The committee heard testimony from AHS on their proposed FY27 budget. AHS explained that 
the agency was required to identify millions in reductions and described the process used by 
the executive team to evaluate programs and determine where reductions would occur. 
 
Discussion focused on the concept of program effectiveness and utilization and at times 
whether services are provided statewide. AHS indicated that some programs were eliminated 
because they were not offered statewide.   
 
AHS also discussed several budget pressures and revenue changes, including adjustments to the 
FMAP funding, changes to SNAP federal funding, and a downgrade in the Child Care Special 
Fund. 
 
The committee also discussed the elimination of certain workforce programs, including loan 
repayment initiatives. Members raised questions about the potential impact on workforce 
recruitment and retention and whether Rural Health Transformation grant funding could be 
used for workforce supports. AHS noted that states have some flexibility in defining rurality 
within federal guidance but that some uses, such as loan repayment, do not qualify.  The 
question about Chittenden County remains unknown as there is concern that despite the 
potential flexibility in defining rurality the federal government might later disapprove.   
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Later in the week, DAIL presented its FY27 budget. Committee members discussed 
transportation challenges for older Vermonters and individuals receiving DAIL services. 
Testimony indicated that transportation costs are incorporated into provider rates and that 
many programs rely heavily on volunteer drivers to help individuals access appointments and 
services.  DMH also presented their budget and the numerous cuts to DAs and SSAs.  The 
committee was particularly interested in programs being pulled in house with no new positions 
added to do the work.   
 
See AHS’s budget presentation HERE → PowerPoint Presentation 
 
Senate Judiciary 
 
The committee heard testimony as part of Disability Advocacy Day. Representatives from 
Disability Rights Vermont described their role as Vermont’s federally designated protection and 
advocacy organization and encouraged legislators to consider disability rights across all 
legislation. 
 
Testimony raised concerns about several bills, including S. 193 and S.272, and expressed 
opposition to policies that expand institutional placements. Speakers also discussed broader 
issues such as voting access for people with disabilities, housing challenges, and the importance 
of protecting the rights of parents with disabilities. 
 
Individuals with lived experience also testified about their experiences navigating mental health 
services and institutional settings. Testimony emphasized the importance of including people 
with lived experience in policymaking and investing in community-based services. 
 
The committee passed S.193 with a vote of 4-1-0, with Senator Vyhovsky voting no. The bill 
creates a forensic facility co-located within corrections for individuals not competent to stand 
trial participating in the competency restoration program, and NGRI individuals who are a 
danger to themselves or others. Testimony emphasized that the facility does not duplicate or 
recreate the mental health system for this population but instead addresses a gap in the 
system. The bill made legislative crossover. 
 
House Human Services 
 
The committee spent much of the week discussing legislation related to homelessness and the 
DCF Omnibus Bill.   
 
See the housing bill HERE → W~Katie McLinn~House Committee on Human Services Committee 
Bill (9-1-1)~3-13-2026.pdf 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/Senate%20Appropriations/FY%202027%20Budget/Human%20Services/W~Jenney%20Samuelson~FY27%20AHS%20Budget%20Presentation~3-10-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Human%20Services/Bills/26-0766/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/W~Katie%20McLinn~House%20Committee%20on%20Human%20Services%20Committee%20Bill%20(9-1-1)~3-13-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Human%20Services/Bills/26-0766/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/W~Katie%20McLinn~House%20Committee%20on%20Human%20Services%20Committee%20Bill%20(9-1-1)~3-13-2026.pdf
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See the DCF Omnibus bill HERE → H.657~Katie McLinn~House Committee on Human Services 
Committee Report (10-1-0)~3-12-2026.pdf 
 
The Adult Protective Services bill was passed out of committee and subsequently passed by the 
House. The bill will now move to the Senate for consideration. 
 
See the current version of the bill HERE → H-0582 As passed by the House Official.pdf 
 
House Health Care 
 
The committee continued work on H.817. During testimony, a legislative page shared personal 
experiences and spoke in support of the bill’s focus on peer-to-peer conversations and 
prevention related to substance use among youth. Testimony emphasized the importance of 
normalizing conversations about substance use and providing upstream support for young 
people.  Afterschool and mentoring programs were added to the bill which seemed to garner a 
lot of support from the committee and advocates alike.   
 
Legislative staff walked through the latest draft of the bill for the committee. The committee 
later voted to pass the bill out with a vote of 10–0–1. 
 
See the current version of the bill HERE → H.817~Katie McLinn~ Draft 2.2, 3-11-2026~3-13-
2026.pdf 
 
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT SERIES 
 
The Sponsor Spotlight Series is part of a collaboration produced by members of Vermont Care 
Partners – the statewide network for sixteen non-profit, community-based agencies providing 
mental health, substance use, and intellectual and developmental disability support.    
 

• A different door to access mental health care - VTDigger 
 

• Purpose, dignity, and joy through supported employment: Connecting Vermonters 
experiencing mental health and substance use challenges with meaningful employment 
in their communities - VTDigger 

 
PRESS CONFERENCES & OTHER MEDIA 

 

• Governor Scott and Administration Officials Weekly Update 3/11/2026 | Onion River 
Community Access Media 

 

At his weekly press conference, this one marking the midpoint of the legislative session, Phil 
Scott raised concerns that the Legislature is not moving quickly enough on housing policy 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Human%20Services/Bills/H.657/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/H.657~Katie%20McLinn~House%20Committee%20on%20Human%20Services%20Committee%20Report%20(10-1-0)~3-12-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Human%20Services/Bills/H.657/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/H.657~Katie%20McLinn~House%20Committee%20on%20Human%20Services%20Committee%20Report%20(10-1-0)~3-12-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20passed%20by%20the%20House%20Official.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/H.817/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/H.817~Katie%20McLinn~%20Draft%202.2,%203-11-2026~3-13-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/H.817/Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/H.817~Katie%20McLinn~%20Draft%202.2,%203-11-2026~3-13-2026.pdf
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/02/a-different-door-to-access-mental-health-care/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/09/purpose-dignity-and-joy-through-supported-employment-connecting-vermonters-experiencing-mental-health-and-substance-use-challenges-with-meaningful-employment-in-their-communities/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/09/purpose-dignity-and-joy-through-supported-employment-connecting-vermonters-experiencing-mental-health-and-substance-use-challenges-with-meaningful-employment-in-their-communities/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/09/purpose-dignity-and-joy-through-supported-employment-connecting-vermonters-experiencing-mental-health-and-substance-use-challenges-with-meaningful-employment-in-their-communities/
https://www.orcamedia.net/show/governor-scott-and-administration-officials-weekly-update-3112026
https://www.orcamedia.net/show/governor-scott-and-administration-officials-weekly-update-3112026
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ahead of the crossover deadline. Scott said Vermont’s housing shortage is driving challenges 
across the state, from workforce shortages to rising property taxes, and urged lawmakers to 
take action on proposals from his administration, including changes to Act 250 and 
extensions of housing exemptions. He also criticized what he described as a tendency to 
commission additional studies rather than move forward with policy changes. During the Q 
& A period, the discussion also touched on education spending, immigration enforcement 
activity, Medicaid oversight, climate policy, and transportation funding. 

Key points from the Q&A: 

• Education spending: Scott warned Vermont’s current trajectory is unsustainable and 
said lawmakers may need to make decisions to address declining enrollment and rising 
costs. 

• Federal enforcement activity: State officials said they were aware of a federal operation 
in South Burlington but cautioned it may not have involved ICE and urged waiting for 
more details. 

• Medicaid oversight: Scott said the administration is cooperating with a federal inquiry 
into potential fraud and believes Vermont is complying with federal requirements. 

• Climate policy: Administration officials again raised concerns about the costs and 
implementation challenges tied to the Global Warming Solutions Act. 

• Transportation funding: Officials discussed long-term plans for a mileage-based user 
fee, starting with electric vehicles, but said broader implementation would likely be 
years away. 

 
BILLS, ACTS, RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED/DISCUSSED THIS WEEK – QUICK LINKS 

• S. 193 - An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice 
involved persons. 

• S. 194. An act relating to designated and specialized service agency payment 
methodology 

• S. 195 - An act relating to judicial proceedings for involuntary treatment.  
• H.530 - An act related to establishing a forensic facility  
• H.535 - An Act related to establishing a competency restoration program 
• H.544 - An act related to crime victim's rights in competency discharge proceedings  
• H.573 - An act relating to the first certification of an emergency examination 
• H.582 - An act relating to adult protective services 
• H.611 – An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of 

Vermont Health Access 
• H.84 - An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent 
• H.724 – An act relating to administration of involuntary psychiatric medication in 

emergency circumstances 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0535/H-0535%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
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• H.613 – An act relating to victims of officer-involved shootings of an individual 
experiencing a mental health crisis 

• H.644 – An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 
mental health services  

• H.657 – An act relating to enabling unaccompanied homeless youth to obtain certain 
services without parental consent  

• H.689 – An act relating to financial aid exceptions for individuals with a disability  
• S.233 – An act relating to establishing a special education family advocacy pilot program 
• S.241 – An act relating to regulating the use of AI in the provision of mental health 

services 
• S.245 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent 
• H.84 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent   
• H-744 - An act relating to procedures for arrest without a warrant 
• H.765 - An act relating to qualified mental health professionals 
• H.764 - An act relating to inpatient psychiatric bed capacity 
• S.272 - An act relating to juvenile proceedings, criminal procedures, and forensic 

facilities for criminal justice-involved individuals 
• H.585 – An act relating to health insurance reforms 
• H.818 - An act relating to mental health screening in schools 
• H.816 - An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 

mental health services 
• H.817 - An act relating to mental health support and substance use disorder prevention 

in schools 
• H.819 - An act relating to the Division of Substance Use Programs 
• H.821 - An act relating to artificial intelligence 
• H.813 - An act relating to ensuring the same accountability, transparency, and education 

standards for all schools receiving public funding 

ADVOCACY TOOLS 
 
Vermont Digger’s 2025 Legislative Guide – a starter kit to the legislative session – can be found 
HERE 
 
Smart Transcripts of meetings under the golden dome – allowing you inside the committee 
meetings with word for word transcription of what transpired.  Find it HERE 
 
The Vermont General Assembly website helps you to navigate the state house and get up to 
date information on:  

• Committee assignments  

• Weekly committee agendas  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0689/H-0689%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0233/S-0233%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0744/H-0744%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0765/H-0765%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0764/H-0764%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0585/H-0585%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0818/H-0818%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0819/H-0819%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0821/H-0821%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://vtdigger.org/2026-vermont-legislative-guide/
https://www.goldendomevt.com/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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• Legislator information – including contact info, assigned committees, bio, sponsored 
bills, etc.  

• Bills, acts, resolutions  

• State house announcements and events  

• Maps of the statehouse  

• And more!  
 
FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR!  A handy list of representatives, senators, their catchment areas, 
committee assignments, and the DA/SSA connected to each.  Find it HERE and please don’t 
forget to join me at the State House Tuesday through Friday!  
 
IN THE NEWS… 

 

• Gov. Scott signs Vermont’s midyear budget increase of $111 million - VTDigger 

• Sen. Alison Clarkson to retire after more than two decades in Vermont’s Legislature  - 
VTDigger 

• First Democratic candidate enters governor’s race - VTDigger 

• Gov. Phil Scott slams ICE agents’ tactics in Vermont action as ‘totally unnecessary’; their 
target remains at large - VTDigger 

• Burlington state rep to resign after panel finds he violated sexual harassment rules - 
VTDigger 

• Vermont Senate advances constitutional amendment guaranteeing equal protection | 
Vermont Public 

• Vt. lawmakers remain divided over future of education reform | Vermont Public 
 

VCP Legislative Priorities 
 
Find our FY27 Budget Ask One-Pager HERE → VCP Policy Brief - FY27 FINAL.pdf 
 
Our advocacy this session is centered on the key levers that directly impact Vermonters’ access 
to care and the stability of the services they rely on: 
 

• Sustainable Funding & Workforce Stability 
• Upstream Supports & Basic Needs 
• High Acuity, Public Safety & System Navigation 
• Equitable Access & Quality Standards 
• System Transformation & Oversight 

 
Below, we outline our specific legislative priorities that fall under these themes -  
 

1. Inflationary Rate Increase Based on MEI – 3.5% = $5.8M in General Fund Dollars 

($13.8M with Federal Match – Global Commitment)  

https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQB7fUOam-TLRZWwROjEseSHARP-FgTBtagzQikou0bnw30?e=RmQLwI
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/06/gov-scott-signs-vermonts-midyear-budget-increase-of-111-million/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/05/sen-alison-clarkson-to-retire-after-more-than-two-decades-in-vermonts-legislature/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/05/sen-alison-clarkson-to-retire-after-more-than-two-decades-in-vermonts-legislature/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/10/first-democratic-challenger-to-phil-scott-enters-governors-race/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/12/ice-agents-took-into-custody-a-person-they-were-not-seeking-after-vermont-standoff/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/12/ice-agents-took-into-custody-a-person-they-were-not-seeking-after-vermont-standoff/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/13/burlington-state-rep-resigns-committee-seat-after-violating-sexual-harassment-policy/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/13/burlington-state-rep-resigns-committee-seat-after-violating-sexual-harassment-policy/
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-03-11/vermont-senate-advances-constitutional-amendment-guaranteeing-equal-protection
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-03-11/vermont-senate-advances-constitutional-amendment-guaranteeing-equal-protection
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-03-03/vermont-lawmakers-remain-divided-education-reform
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQARoa0ml_rgR72cH-bAeouoATqyKCJBr3Tig0qGH8bsbe4?e=4riwvW
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Ensure community services can keep pace with rising costs, so care is not reduced or 

interrupted by providing MEI-based rate increases for developmental disability services, 

residential care, and other non-CCBHC Medicaid services.  

2. DS Payment Reform & COI Implementation Support – Hold Harmless & Prospective 

Payment 

Ensure DS payment reform is stable, predictable, and protects agencies during 

implementation; prevent cash-flow disruptions and service loss. 

3. Housing & Residential Stability 

Protect stable housing for people with high-acuity MH needs while preventing 

displacement/homelessness; ensure access to supportive housing for individuals with 

I/DD, including statewide unit needs.  

4. Mental Health in Schools, Success Beyond Six, and Education Reform Intersection 

Preserve integrated school-based mental health supports that keep students stable, 

learning, and in Vermont. 

5. Doulas & Preventive Care (Prenatal to Age 8) 

Invest in early, preventive supports that improve lifelong health outcomes and reduce 

long-term costs. 

6. High-Acuity Supports and Complex Care Transitions 

Clarify roles, authority, and resources so communities can respond safely to the most 

complex situations. 

7. Crisis Continuum and Mental Health Urgent Care Centers 

Build a coordinated, statewide crisis system that connects urgent care to ongoing 

treatment. Expand timely, community-based crisis alternatives so people can access care 

without relying on emergency departments. 

8. Public Inebriate Program & Crisis Bed Integration/Coordination 

Ensure PIP and mental health crisis bed integration/coordination is funded, regionally 

appropriate, and not implemented without provider input or sustainable payment. 

9. Seclusion and Restraint Reform 

Ensure safety, transparency, and trauma-informed practice while supporting staff and 

families. 

10. Workforce and Rate Stabilization for DA/SSA Services 

Align rates and wages with true cost of care to stabilize staffing and service delivery. 

11. Loan/Tuition Reimbursement for Staff 

Strengthen recruitment and retention in hard to fill mental health, SUD, and I/DD roles. 

12. CCBHC Efforts  

Align state requirements with federal standards so integrated care remains viable. 
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13. Artificial Intelligence in Mental Health  

Protect clients by preventing AI from replacing licensed clinical care. 

14. Establish Guardrails on Coding Alignment and Reimbursement Policy Changes 

Protect access to essential services by making coding and reimbursement changes 

transparent and ensure coding and billing updates do not unintentionally limit access to 

care. 

15. AHS Revisioning/System Restructuring 

Ensure system changes improve coordination without destabilizing essential services and 

planning includes core partners and stakeholders.  

16. Involuntary Treatment  

Protect Vermont’s voluntary, community-based system of care while setting clear limits 

on involuntary treatment 

17. Food Access and Other Basic/Healthcare Needs 

Strengthen access to food, heating, and health coverage to prevent avoidable crises and 

service disruption resulting from federal change. 

18. Rural Health Transformation Funds 
Ensure all areas of Vermont have access to federal Rural Health Transformation funding 
to support equitable, transformative improvements in mental health, substance use, 
and developmental disability services. 
 

As a Reminder:  
 
Chapter 207 : Community Mental Health and Developmental Services 

(Cite as: 18 V.S.A. § 8914) 
• § 8914. Rates of payments to designated and specialized service agencies 

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall have sole responsibility for 
establishing the Departments of Health’s, of Mental Health’s, and of Disabilities, 
Aging, and Independent Living’s rates of payments for designated and 
specialized service agencies that are reasonable and adequate to achieve the 
required outcomes for designated populations. When establishing rates of 
payment for designated and specialized service agencies, the Secretary shall 
adjust rates to take into account factors that include: 

(1) the reasonable cost of any governmental mandate that has been 
enacted, adopted, or imposed by any State or federal authority; and 

(2) a cost adjustment factor to reflect changes in reasonable costs of goods 
and services of designated and specialized service agencies, including those 
attributed to inflation and labor market dynamics. 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/18/207
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(b) When establishing rates of payment for designated and specialized service 
agencies, the Secretary may consider geographic differences in wages, benefits, 
housing, and real estate costs in each region of the State. (Added 2017, No. 82, 
§ 11, eff. June 15, 2017.) 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• April 7th – VCP Coffee Bar (State House Cafeteria: 8am to 10am)  

• May 1 – VCP Card Room (all day)  
 
FEDERAL INFO: LEARN MORE 
 
Rural Health Transformation Funding - Vermont was awarded $193M/year for the next 5 years 
to promote bold, innovative ideas that make care more accessible, higher quality, and better 
tailored to the needs of rural communities.  Vermont has created a landing page to keep up to 
date on what’s happening with RHT.  Here is the link: H.R.1/Rural Health Transformation Fund | 
Health Care Reform 
 
For project specific information follow the link here → Vermont’s Rural Health Transformation 
Program Activity Details 12-2025 
 
Federal Access Rule - this is coming into play this year and we want to ensure that you have all 
the up-to-date information.  Here’s background on what the Federal Access Rule is → 
Regulatory-Analysis_Final-Rule-on-HCBS-Access-Final.pdf 
 
 
 

https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQDva8lYwDhOT6HKVFxnc0eiAbP8AICDlmrS4b7Np4peUes?e=6RvUt3

