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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Week of March 23, 2026 

 
The Floor Show: Budget, Bills, and Big Moments 
 

At the State House this week, it was all about the floor.  Both the 
House and Senate logged long hours passing bills, advancing 
priorities, and in some cases, letting bills lie as the reality of 
deadlines and decisions set in. On the House side, major pieces 
of legislation moved forward, including the miscellaneous tax 
bill, the budget bill, the DCF omnibus bill, and the homelessness 
continuum bill, among others. 
 
The budget debate in particular was extensive. Members of 

House Appropriations walked through the bill section by section, outlining not just what was 
included, but why - highlighting the tradeoffs, constraints, and values shaping their version of 
this year’s budget. When it came time to vote, the result was a roll call: 97 to 40 in favor. 
 
In speaking to the budget on the floor, Chair Scheu underscored both the work behind it and 
the stakes ahead: 
 
“The FY27 budget garnered a unanimous bipartisan vote from the House Appropriations 
Committee, representing months of hard work, difficult decisions, and compromise. I find it 
ironic that those who support throwing taxpayers under the bus with a one-year buy down of 
property taxes with no plan for what to do next choose to vote against a bipartisan, 
thoughtfully crafted budget because they don't like using $9 million of one-time money to 
support some of our most vulnerable Vermonters, including those who are deaf and blind, 
those without health insurance, the elderly, and those who are hungry. Knowing this money 
will not be available the following year gives organizations and state agencies time to plan. I 
vote yes to a fiscally responsible budget that supports Vermonters in all four corners of our 
state.” 
 
There was also notable movement, and tension, around H.933. A last-minute amendment that 
would have increased taxes on high-income Vermonters drew significant support but was 
ultimately withdrawn amid concerns that it had not received sufficient testimony or vetting. In 
a negotiated agreement, the amendment will instead be taken up as standalone legislation by 
House Ways and Means later this session, along with a separate proposal to increase taxes on 
unearned income. 
 
House Human Services also brought both the homelessness continuum bill and the DCF 
omnibus bill to the floor, walking members through the proposals in detail. The discussion went 
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beyond policy mechanics, with some lawmakers reflecting that legislation like this could have 
made a meaningful difference in their own lives when they were younger.  Both bills passed to 
the Senate.  
 
Now, as the budget heads to the Senate, the focus shifts, and so does the opportunity to 
influence what comes next. 
 
With our Coffee Hour just one week away on April 7th, this is a critical moment to connect with 
Senators. Helping them understand our budget request, and why it matters, will be key to 
ensuring these investments remain part of the Senate’s version of the budget. 
 
VCP COMMITTEE TESTIMONY 
 

• 3/25/26 – Maria Rossi, WCMHS – H.611 Doula provision  

• 3/26/26 – Amy Johnson, VCP – H.84 Telehealth/Audio only recording  
 
THIS WEEK’S LEGISLTIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
*A quick snapshot of key committees with helpful summaries* 

To link to the various bills, use the following website and enter the information into the “search 
for – bill or resolution” search bar.  You’ll need the letter (S or H) and the bill number: Home | 
Vermont General Assembly | Vermont Legislature  

 

 

 

 
 

  
Not much to report from committees this week because the real action was on the floor. 
Lawmakers spent long hours moving bills through, leaving committees largely to deal with bill 
amendments and some learning sessions. Here’s what happened last week including bills that 
were voted out of the House and Senate: 
 
Senate Health & Welfare 
 
While most of the action this week was on the floor, Senate Health & Welfare has started to 
pick up steam as House bills begin to cross over - and we’re already seeing meaningful 
movement on several key issues. 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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Vermont Care Partners provided testimony on both H.611, the miscellaneous DVHA bill, and 
H.84, related to telehealth and audio-only recordings. 
 
On H.611, our focus was on the section related to doulas. We were encouraged to see 
alignment across the Office of Professional Regulation, DVHA, and our network in support of 
allowing Medicaid reimbursement for doula services by 2027 through a State Plan Amendment. 
This is an important step forward in expanding access and formalizing this workforce within the 
system. Maria Rossi delivered strong testimony on this provision and the broader bill. 
 
See Maria’s testimony HERE → H.611~Maria Rossi~Doula Association of Vermont~3-25-
2026.pdf 
 
The committee continued to work on an amendment to S.193 (Forensic Facility).  If you’re 
wondering if that has crossed over to the House, stay tuned.  Third reading of the bill is 
happening this week on the Senate floor.   
 
On H.84, Vermont Care Partners and VAHHS testified in support of allowing telehealth and 
audio-only recordings. This bill will support the use of AI-assisted note taking, helping to reduce 
administrative burden.  It will also strengthen clinical capacity, and support workforce 
development, all while maintaining high-quality care and fidelity to therapeutic models.  The 
committee joked that this might be the first time they received a bill from the house and didn’t 
make any changes.  We’ll see if that remains true once the committee votes on the bill later this 
week.   
 
Finally, the committee received a walkthrough of H.584, the Adult Protective Services bill, 
providing an overview of the bill as it begins its path through the Senate. 
 
Bills Passed this Week – House Floor 

• H.951 - An act relating to making appropriations for the support of the government  

• H.933 - An act relating to miscellaneous administrative and policy changes to the tax 
laws   

• H.650 - An act relating to educational technology products  

• H.567 - An act relating to unclaimed property, State retirement systems, and capital 
debt  

• H.772 - An act relating to residential rental agreements, eviction procedures, and the 
creation of the positive rental payment credit reporting pilot program  

• H.67 - An act relating to legislative operations and government accountability  

• H.949 - An act relating to homestead property tax yields, the non-homestead property 
tax rate, and technical changes to education finance  

• H.861 - An act relating to establishing an Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/Senate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Bills/H.611/Witness%20Testimony/H.611~Maria%20Rossi~Doula%20Association%20of%20Vermont~3-25-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/Senate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Bills/H.611/Witness%20Testimony/H.611~Maria%20Rossi~Doula%20Association%20of%20Vermont~3-25-2026.pdf
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• H.577 - An act relating to establishing the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card 
Program  

• H.211 - An act relating to data brokers and personal information  

• H.931 - An act relating to miscellaneous changes in education law  

• H.817 - An act relating to mental health literacy and peer-to-peer supports in schools 
 
Bills Pass this Week – Senate Floor  

• S.197- An act relating to establishing a primary care payment reform program   

• S.239 - An act relating to the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Working Group  

• S.206 - An act relating to licensure of early childhood educators by the Office of 
Professional Regulation  

• S.203 - An act relating to penalties for second or subsequent violations of operating a 
motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol or drugs  

• S.189 - An act relating to establishing a process for reducing or eliminating hospital 
services  

• S.313 - An act relating to transforming Vermont’s career technical education system  

• S.298 - An act relating to creating the Vermont Voting Rights Act  

• S.227 - An act relating to creating immigration protocols in Vermont schools  

• S.230 - An act relating to fair employment practices  

• S.173 - An act relating to vocational rehabilitation   

• H.649 - An act relating to captive insurance companies 

• PR.4 - Declaration of rights; government for the people; equality of rights  

• S.157 - An act relating to recovery residence certification 
 
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT SERIES 
 
The Sponsor Spotlight Series is part of a collaboration produced by members of Vermont Care 
Partners – the statewide network for sixteen non-profit, community-based agencies providing 
mental health, substance use, and intellectual and developmental disability support.    
 

• When Vermont’s treatment landscape shifts, community providers step up - VTDigger 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• April 7th – VCP Coffee Bar (State House Cafeteria: 8am to 10am)  

• May 1 – VCP Card Room (8am to 4pm)  
 
IN THE NEWS… 

 

https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/23/when-vermonts-treatment-landscape-shifts-community-providers-step-up/
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• Legislature approves 6 judges for new terms, including southern Vermont judge who 
faced heightened scrutiny - VTDigger 

• Vermont House budget writers approve a state spending plan for 2027 - VTDigger 

• Vermont House advances property tax bill with 7% average increase - VTDigger 

• Natalie Sinkew: My support workers can't afford to stay. I can't afford for them to leave 
- VTDigger 

• Vermont officials want to break with some new federal tax changes to avoid revenue 
shortfall - VTDigger 

• House Democrats revive push to tax the rich | Vermont Public 

• Brattleboro group ends supportive housing program | Vermont Public 

• Some kids with Autism are losing therapy services after a Medicaid change reduces 
clinics’ revenue - VTDigger 

• Vermont lawmakers invite public's perspectives on contested immigration raid - 
VTDigger 
 

*NEW - STATUS OF BILLS: ACTIONS TAKEN BY GOVERNOR SCOTT 2026    
 
Curious about the status of bills that made it to the Governor’s desk the session?  Clink the link 
below to see what has passed with signature, passed without signature, or vetoed this session… 
 

• Action Taken by Governor Scott on Bills During the 2026 Legislative Session | Office of 
Governor Phil Scott 

 
PRESS CONFERENCES & OTHER MEDIA 
 

• Press Conference | Onion River Community Access Media 

 
Governor Phil Scott held a press conference this week focused on affordability and property tax 
relief, centering on his proposal to use $105 million in one-time funds to reduce the immediate 
burden on Vermonters. 
 
The Administration framed this approach as a short-term “bridge,” acknowledging that while 
buying down property tax rates is not a long-term solution, it is intended to provide relief now 
while broader education finance reforms - particularly those tied to Act 73 - are implemented. 
 
During the press conference, the Governor read testimonials from Vermonters, including a 
small business owner and a retiree on a fixed income, to illustrate the financial pressures many 
are facing, from rising property taxes to overall cost of living. 
 
The Governor also expressed frustration with the House-passed approach, which results in an 
average property tax increase of approximately 7% and uses a portion of available one-time 
funds for targeted, need-based investments rather than maximizing tax rate buy-down. In 

https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/25/legislature-approves-6-judges-for-new-terms-including-southern-vermont-judge-who-faced-heightened-scrutiny/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Digger%203%2F25%2F26&utm_source=dc3c5486db&utm_source=VTDigger+Subscribers+and+Donors&utm_campaign=417408f155-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_26_12_13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-417408f155-407153418
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/25/legislature-approves-6-judges-for-new-terms-including-southern-vermont-judge-who-faced-heightened-scrutiny/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Digger%203%2F25%2F26&utm_source=dc3c5486db&utm_source=VTDigger+Subscribers+and+Donors&utm_campaign=417408f155-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_26_12_13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-417408f155-407153418
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/24/vermont-house-budget-writers-approve-a-state-spending-plan-for-2027/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/26/vermont-house-advances-property-tax-bill-with-7-average-increase/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/27/opinion-natalie-sinkew-my-support-workers-cant-afford-to-stay-i-cant-afford-for-them-to-leave/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/27/opinion-natalie-sinkew-my-support-workers-cant-afford-to-stay-i-cant-afford-for-them-to-leave/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/29/vermont-officials-want-to-break-with-some-new-federal-tax-changes-to-avoid-revenue-shortfall/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/29/vermont-officials-want-to-break-with-some-new-federal-tax-changes-to-avoid-revenue-shortfall/
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-03-27/house-democrats-revive-tax-the-rich-despite-leadership-misgivings
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-03-23/brattleboro-group-ends-supportive-housing-program-homelessness
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/30/some-kids-with-autism-are-losing-therapy-services-after-a-medicaid-change-reduces-clinics-revenue/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/30/some-kids-with-autism-are-losing-therapy-services-after-a-medicaid-change-reduces-clinics-revenue/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/26/vermont-lawmakers-invite-public-perspectives-on-contested-immigration-raid/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/03/26/vermont-lawmakers-invite-public-perspectives-on-contested-immigration-raid/
https://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/action-taken-governor-scott-bills-during-2026legislative-session
https://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/action-taken-governor-scott-bills-during-2026legislative-session
https://www.orcamedia.net/series/press-conference
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contrast, the Administration continues to advocate for using the full $105 million this year to 
provide more immediate relief, rather than reserving a portion for future years. 
 
Administration officials reiterated that property taxes have increased significantly in recent 
years and emphasized that broader affordability challenges - including housing, healthcare, and 
education costs - are contributing to the strain on Vermonters. 
 
BILLS, ACTS, RESOLUTIONS of 2026 - QUICK LINKS 

• S. 193 - An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice 
involved persons. 

• S. 194. An act relating to designated and specialized service agency payment 
methodology 

• S. 195 - An act relating to judicial proceedings for involuntary treatment.  
• H.530 - An act related to establishing a forensic facility  
• H.535 - An Act related to establishing a competency restoration program 
• H.544 - An act related to crime victim's rights in competency discharge proceedings  
• H.573 - An act relating to the first certification of an emergency examination 
• H.582 - An act relating to adult protective services 
• H.611 – An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of 

Vermont Health Access 
• H.84 - An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent 
• H.724 – An act relating to administration of involuntary psychiatric medication in 

emergency circumstances 
• H.613 – An act relating to victims of officer-involved shootings of an individual 

experiencing a mental health crisis 
• H.644 – An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 

mental health services  
• H.657 – An act relating to enabling unaccompanied homeless youth to obtain certain 

services without parental consent  
• H.689 – An act relating to financial aid exceptions for individuals with a disability  
• S.233 – An act relating to establishing a special education family advocacy pilot program 
• S.241 – An act relating to regulating the use of AI in the provision of mental health 

services 
• S.245 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent 
• H.84 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent   
• H-744 - An act relating to procedures for arrest without a warrant 
• H.765 - An act relating to qualified mental health professionals 
• H.764 - An act relating to inpatient psychiatric bed capacity 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0535/H-0535%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0689/H-0689%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0233/S-0233%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0744/H-0744%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0765/H-0765%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0764/H-0764%20As%20Introduced.pdf
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• S.272 - An act relating to juvenile proceedings, criminal procedures, and forensic 
facilities for criminal justice-involved individuals 

• H.585 – An act relating to health insurance reforms 
• H.818 - An act relating to mental health screening in schools 
• H.816 - An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 

mental health services 
• H.817 - An act relating to mental health support and substance use disorder prevention 

in schools 
• H.819 - An act relating to the Division of Substance Use Programs 
• H.821 - An act relating to artificial intelligence 
• H.813 - An act relating to ensuring the same accountability, transparency, and education 

standards for all schools receiving public funding 

ADVOCACY TOOLS 
 
Vermont Digger’s 2025 Legislative Guide – a starter kit to the legislative session – can be found 
HERE 
 
Smart Transcripts of meetings under the golden dome – allowing you inside the committee 
meetings with word for word transcription of what transpired.  Find it HERE 
 
The Vermont General Assembly website helps you to navigate the state house and get up to 
date information on:  

• Committee assignments  

• Weekly committee agendas  

• Legislator information – including contact info, assigned committees, bio, sponsored 
bills, etc.  

• Bills, acts, resolutions  

• State house announcements and events  

• Maps of the statehouse  

• And more!  
 
FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR!  A handy list of representatives, senators, their catchment areas, 
committee assignments, and the DA/SSA connected to each.  Find it HERE and please don’t 
forget to join me at the State House Tuesday through Friday!  
 
 
VCP Legislative Priorities 
 
Find our FY27 Budget Ask One-Pager HERE → VCP Policy Brief - FY27 FINAL.pdf 
 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0585/H-0585%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0818/H-0818%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0816/H-0816%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0817/H-0817%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0819/H-0819%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0821/H-0821%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0813/H-0813%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://vtdigger.org/2026-vermont-legislative-guide/
https://www.goldendomevt.com/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQB7fUOam-TLRZWwROjEseSHARP-FgTBtagzQikou0bnw30?e=RmQLwI
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQARoa0ml_rgR72cH-bAeouoATqyKCJBr3Tig0qGH8bsbe4?e=4riwvW
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Our advocacy this session is centered on the key levers that directly impact Vermonters’ access 
to care and the stability of the services they rely on: 
 

• Sustainable Funding & Workforce Stability 
• Upstream Supports & Basic Needs 
• High Acuity, Public Safety & System Navigation 
• Equitable Access & Quality Standards 
• System Transformation & Oversight 

 
Below, we outline our specific legislative priorities that fall under these themes -  
 

1. Inflationary Rate Increase Based on MEI – 3.5% = $5.8M in General Fund Dollars 

($13.8M with Federal Match – Global Commitment)  

Ensure community services can keep pace with rising costs, so care is not reduced or 

interrupted by providing MEI-based rate increases for developmental disability services, 

residential care, and other non-CCBHC Medicaid services.  

2. DS Payment Reform & COI Implementation Support – Hold Harmless & Prospective 

Payment 

Ensure DS payment reform is stable, predictable, and protects agencies during 

implementation; prevent cash-flow disruptions and service loss. 

3. Housing & Residential Stability 

Protect stable housing for people with high-acuity MH needs while preventing 

displacement/homelessness; ensure access to supportive housing for individuals with 

I/DD, including statewide unit needs.  

4. Mental Health in Schools, Success Beyond Six, and Education Reform Intersection 

Preserve integrated school-based mental health supports that keep students stable, 

learning, and in Vermont. 

5. Doulas & Preventive Care (Prenatal to Age 8) 

Invest in early, preventive supports that improve lifelong health outcomes and reduce 

long-term costs. 

6. High-Acuity Supports and Complex Care Transitions 

Clarify roles, authority, and resources so communities can respond safely to the most 

complex situations. 

7. Crisis Continuum and Mental Health Urgent Care Centers 

Build a coordinated, statewide crisis system that connects urgent care to ongoing 

treatment. Expand timely, community-based crisis alternatives so people can access care 

without relying on emergency departments. 
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8. Public Inebriate Program & Crisis Bed Integration/Coordination 

Ensure PIP and mental health crisis bed integration/coordination is funded, regionally 

appropriate, and not implemented without provider input or sustainable payment. 

9. Seclusion and Restraint Reform 

Ensure safety, transparency, and trauma-informed practice while supporting staff and 

families. 

10. Workforce and Rate Stabilization for DA/SSA Services 

Align rates and wages with true cost of care to stabilize staffing and service delivery. 

11. Loan/Tuition Reimbursement for Staff 

Strengthen recruitment and retention in hard to fill mental health, SUD, and I/DD roles. 

12. CCBHC Efforts  

Align state requirements with federal standards so integrated care remains viable. 

13. Artificial Intelligence in Mental Health  

Protect clients by preventing AI from replacing licensed clinical care. 

14. Establish Guardrails on Coding Alignment and Reimbursement Policy Changes 

Protect access to essential services by making coding and reimbursement changes 

transparent and ensure coding and billing updates do not unintentionally limit access to 

care. 

15. AHS Revisioning/System Restructuring 

Ensure system changes improve coordination without destabilizing essential services and 

planning includes core partners and stakeholders.  

16. Involuntary Treatment  

Protect Vermont’s voluntary, community-based system of care while setting clear limits 

on involuntary treatment 

17. Food Access and Other Basic/Healthcare Needs 

Strengthen access to food, heating, and health coverage to prevent avoidable crises and 

service disruption resulting from federal change. 

18. Rural Health Transformation Funds 
Ensure all areas of Vermont have access to federal Rural Health Transformation funding 
to support equitable, transformative improvements in mental health, substance use, 
and developmental disability services. 
 

As a Reminder:  
 
Chapter 207 : Community Mental Health and Developmental Services 

(Cite as: 18 V.S.A. § 8914) 
• § 8914. Rates of payments to designated and specialized service agencies 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/18/207


 
 

www.vermontcarepartners.org 
 

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall have sole responsibility for 
establishing the Departments of Health’s, of Mental Health’s, and of Disabilities, 
Aging, and Independent Living’s rates of payments for designated and 
specialized service agencies that are reasonable and adequate to achieve the 
required outcomes for designated populations. When establishing rates of 
payment for designated and specialized service agencies, the Secretary shall 
adjust rates to take into account factors that include: 

(1) the reasonable cost of any governmental mandate that has been 
enacted, adopted, or imposed by any State or federal authority; and 

(2) a cost adjustment factor to reflect changes in reasonable costs of goods 
and services of designated and specialized service agencies, including those 
attributed to inflation and labor market dynamics. 

(b) When establishing rates of payment for designated and specialized service 
agencies, the Secretary may consider geographic differences in wages, benefits, 
housing, and real estate costs in each region of the State. (Added 2017, No. 82, 
§ 11, eff. June 15, 2017.) 

 
 
 
FEDERAL INFO: LEARN MORE 
 
Rural Health Transformation Funding - Vermont was awarded $193M/year for the next 5 years 
to promote bold, innovative ideas that make care more accessible, higher quality, and better 
tailored to the needs of rural communities.  Vermont has created a landing page to keep up to 
date on what’s happening with RHT.  Here is the link: H.R.1/Rural Health Transformation Fund | 
Health Care Reform 
 

• For project specific information follow the link here → Vermont’s Rural Health 
Transformation Program Activity Details 12-2025 

 

• For RFPs/NOFOs released by the state related to the RHT follow the link here → RHT 
Program RFPs/NOFOs | Health Care Reform 

 
Federal Access Rule - this is coming into play this year and we want to ensure that you have all 
the up-to-date information.  Here’s background on what the Federal Access Rule is → 
Regulatory-Analysis_Final-Rule-on-HCBS-Access-Final.pdf 
 
The SAVE America Act – American Association of People with Disabilities responds to the House Passage 
of the SAVE America Act.  Please their response here → American Association of People with Disabilities 
Response to House Passage of the SAVE America Act - AAPD 
 

https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/rht-program-rfps-nofos
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/rht-program-rfps-nofos
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQDva8lYwDhOT6HKVFxnc0eiAbP8AICDlmrS4b7Np4peUes?e=6RvUt3
https://www.aapd.com/american-association-of-people-with-disabilities-response-to-house-passage-of-the-save-america-act/
https://www.aapd.com/american-association-of-people-with-disabilities-response-to-house-passage-of-the-save-america-act/

