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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Week of January 5, 2026 

We’re Back in the State House Groove – And it’s Full Speed Ahead 

I’m back! A hip surgery, an infection, and a second surgery 
were apparently not enough to keep me from the State 
House on opening day. Do-or-die energy persists. We’ll see if 
committees allow testimony from a prone position. 

The first week of the session felt like jumping onto a treadmill 
already going 50 miles per hour. Committees were 
immediately up and running, a high volume of bills were 
introduced, and the pace made clear this will be a challenging 

session shaped by federal shifts, constrained resources, and difficult tradeoffs. 

The House opened the session with Rev. Co'Relous C. Bryant delivering the opening devotional 
on the House floor. He spoke about moving to Vermont and being struck by how neighbors 
show up for one another - always willing to help. He connected this idea to the People’s House, 
asking what kind of neighbor Vermonters find when they come knocking on the people’s door. 
His message emphasized working across the aisle and making positive change for Vermonters in 
what will be a particularly tricky year. 

From the outset, committees saw the introduction of multiple bills that signal where attention 
is already being directed across Vermont’s mental health, developmental disability services, 
and broader human services systems. Early proposals include legislation related to establishing 
forensic mental health facilities and competency restoration programming; changes to judicial 
proceedings for involuntary treatment; crime victims’ rights in competency-related discharge 
decisions; reforms to the certification and use of emergency examinations; updates to adult 
protective services; and changes to designated and specialized service agency payment 
methodology. While it is still early and many of these proposals may evolve, the scope and 
substance of these bills provide a clear snapshot of where committees are focusing at the start 
of the session. 

Committees also moved quickly on the Budget Adjustment Act, taking testimony from state 
departments, agencies, and community partners. A consistent theme across these 
conversations was the recognition that the more commitments made in FY26, the less flexibility 
remains for FY27, underscoring the difficult tradeoffs lawmakers are already confronting. 

The Governor delivered his State of the State address this week. While he briefly referenced 
housing, energy, health care, and public safety, his remarks focused almost entirely on Act 73 



 
 

www.vermontcarepartners.org 
 

education reform. He signaled another year of short-term property tax relief, emphasized that 
education transformation is not optional but essential, and criticized the redistricting task force, 
leaving education committees with significant work to do this session. 
 
Beyond bill introductions and budget testimony, committees also heard presentations on Rural 
Health Transformation funds, overviews of health care transformation efforts and current 
status, housing updates including the Act 69 Road Home report, immunizations, supervised 
visitation, and an overview of anticipated federal impacts. 
 
This Week’s Moment of Levity: the State House cafeteria microwave was quietly removed this 
week, prompting what can only be described as a spontaneous and heartfelt memorial. 
Flowers, notes, candles, and other vigil items appeared to mark its passing. In a week defined 
by intensity and urgency, the microwave memorial was a small, silly reminder that even in 
serious moments, the State House still finds room for humor…and lobbyists will lobby even the 
smallest of issues.  Will the microwave make a return this session? Only time will tell.                                 
 
UPCOMING VCP COMMITTEE TESTIMONY 
 

• 1/14/26 @ 10am – Senate Health and Welfare: Rural Health Transformation Program - 
Simone 

• 1/14/26 @9am – House Health Care: H.84 - TBD 
 
THIS WEEK’S LEGISLTIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
*A quick snapshot of key committees with helpful summaries* 

To link to the various bills, use the following website and enter the information into the “search 
for – bill or resolution” search bar.  You’ll need the letter (S or H) and the bill number: Home | 
Vermont General Assembly | Vermont Legislature  

 

 

 

 

 
House Democrats Caucus: 
 
The House Dems caucused and during this meeting house committee chairs were able to give a 
brief overview of their legislative priorities for the session.  Here's a quick rundown -  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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House Health Care 

• Ongoing implementation and oversight of Act 167 hospital transformation. 
• Strong focus on oversight, accountability, and right sizing the health care system. 
• Controlling hospital costs, including reference-based pricing. 
• Prescription drug affordability: outpatient cap was a start, but more action needed. 
• Invest in systems of care outside hospitals to reduce overreliance on acute care. 
• Emphasis on “right care, right setting, right time.” 
• Bolster primary care  
• HR1 federal cuts reduce available resources; RHT is not a “windfall.” 
• Ensure scarce health care dollars flow to frontline health care workers. 

 
House Human Services 

• H.91 returning to committee (housing bill that Scott vetoed) 
• New homelessness response legislation co-sponsored by McGuire, Wood, and Noyes  
• Immunizations: addressing gaps amid federal retrenchment. 
• Juvenile justice program and facility challenges post-Woodside. 
• Coordination with law enforcement and youth services. 
• Long-term care & payment reform: Focus on older Vermonters and people with 

disabilities with specific attention to DAIL and DA/SSA system 
• Childcare professional licensure. 
• Pre-K mixed delivery (public/private partnership). 
• Impacts of federal actions, including nationwide childcare payment freezes. 
• Appropriations & budget recommendations within committee jurisdiction. 

 
Themes of Other Committees:  

• Housing: affordability (including manufactured/prefab housing), homelessness 
response, landlord–tenant balance 

• Budget & Revenue: HR1 impacts, revenue outlook, Budget Adjustment Act, education 
finance/Act 73, program effectiveness reviews 

• Government Operations: government accountability, election security 
• Education: Act 73 implementation and potential system changes 
• Public Safety & Corrections: court and corrections capacity, victims’ rights, 

bail/sentencing reforms, Woodside replacement, women’s correctional facility, ICE-
related housing 

 
House Health Care 
 
The House Health Care Committee focused early in the week on committee introductions and 
member priorities, with strong emphasis on healthcare affordability, access, system 
transformation, and oversight. Members highlighted the need to stabilize hospitals, improve 
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coordination across the system, and ensure mental health remain central as reforms move 
forward. 
 
The committee heard from AHS on the impacts of recent federal changes under HR.1, including 
implications for provider taxes, Medicaid cost-sharing, eligibility, and state-directed payments. 
While immediate impacts are limited, there was clear attention to longer-term General Fund 
pressure, increased administrative workload, and the need to avoid drawing unnecessary 
federal scrutiny to Vermont’s Medicaid financing strategies. 
 
Later in the week, the committee heard a Budget Adjustment Act presentation from the 
Department of Mental Health, providing an overview of the current system of care. Discussion 
touched on crisis capacity, forensic services, reimbursement challenges, and ongoing 
investments via the Rural Health Transformation Funds such as mental health urgent care and 
pediatric consultation. Committee members raised questions about workforce vacancies, out-
of-state placements, and gaps in specialized services, underscoring continued pressure across 
the mental health system. 
 
DMH BAA Presentation → W~Emily Hawes~DMH FY26 Budget Adjustment Act~1-9-2026.pdf 

Understanding FMAP → Health Care Finance 101 (New Member Orientation)  
Understanding Provider Tax → Overview of Provider Taxes  
GMCB Priorities → GMCB Priorities and Legislative Impacts 

Overview of Bills Passed in 2025 by HHC → W~Jennifer Carbee~2025 Bills Passed by HHC~1-6-

2026.pdf 
 
House Human Services  
 
The House Human Services Committee spent much of the week on Budget Adjustment Act 
presentations, with a major focus on aging and long-term care. DAIL discussed the need to 
stabilize and sustain the long-term care continuum in light of a growing older adult population, 
persistent workforce shortages, rising acuity, and ongoing pressure on both long-term care and 
home and community-based services. 
 
Committee members raised questions about capacity, complex care definitions, open nursing 
home beds, and barriers to serving older Vermonters experiencing homelessness. There was 
repeated emphasis on planning for both immediate stabilization and longer-term sustainability, 
with recognition that home and community-based services are preferred and often more cost-
effective, but under increasing strain. 
 
DCF also presented BAA needs, including out-of-state residential placements, higher-cost 
complex cases, emergency housing projections, and reductions in certain utilization trends. 
Discussion reflected broader concern about how federal and state changes are converging to 
impact families, service access, and reinvestment decisions. 
 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/FY%202026%20Budget%20Adjustment/W~Emily%20Hawes~DMH%20FY26%20Budget%20Adjustment%20Act~1-9-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Orientation/W~Nolan%20Langweil~2026%20FMAP%20Update~1-7-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Orientation/W~Nolan%20Langweil~Provider%20Tax%20Overview~1-7-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Orientation/W~Owen%20Foster~GMCB%20Priorities%20and%20Legislative%20Impacts~1-8-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Orientation/W~Jennifer%20Carbee~2025%20Bills%20Passed%20by%20HHC~1-6-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Orientation/W~Jennifer%20Carbee~2025%20Bills%20Passed%20by%20HHC~1-6-2026.pdf
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Later in the week, the committee discussed challenges related to developmental services 
payment reform transitions, with acknowledgement that some agencies are experiencing 
significant financial risk due to implementation challenges and may need transition flexibility to 
maintain service stability. 
 
DAIL BAA → BAA DAIL 2026  
DCF BAA → W~Sandi Hoffman~FY2026 Budget Adjustment Presentation - DCF~1-7-2026.pdf  
BAA Proposed Statutory Language → W~Katie McLinn~BAA Proposed Statutory Language~1-9-2026.pdf 
 
House Appropriations 
 
House Appropriations intersected with several issues raised elsewhere this week, particularly 
around the Budget Adjustment Act, long-term care sustainability, emergency housing costs, and 
pressures driven by federal policy changes. Members expressed interest in clearer projections, 
regional impacts, and how one-time or carryforward funds are being used to address ongoing 
system challenges. 
 
The committee also reviewed Rural Health Transformation funding, including the scale of the 
federal award, allowable uses, timing constraints, and restrictions on supplanting state funds or 
covering otherwise billable services. Discussion raised important questions about pace, regional 
inclusion, and whether transformation efforts will equitably benefit providers and communities 
across the state, including non-hospital and less-rural areas. Members emphasized the need to 
balance speed with transparency, accountability, and long-term sustainability. 
 
RHT Presentation → W~Jill Mazza Olson~Rural Health Transformation~1-8-2026.pdf  

RHT Projects → Vermonts Rural Health Transformation Program Activity Details 12-2025 
 
Education (House & Senate) 
 
Both the House and Senate Education Committees spent significant time this week focused on 
Act 73, including a presentation from the Act 73 Redistricting Task Force. Discussion reflected a 
strong sense of urgency to understand the scope, intent, and potential impacts of the law, 
particularly given its prominence in the Governor’s State of the State address. 
 
With Act 73 serving as the sole focus of the Governor’s remarks, committees signaled a clear 
desire to hit the ground running and begin grappling with the complex policy, fiscal, and 
implementation questions ahead. Members emphasized the need for early engagement, clear 
information, and careful coordination as the Legislature works to “crack this nut” in the weeks 
ahead. 
 
AOE Restructuring → AOE Testimony to House Ed 
Commission on the Future of Public Ed → LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Final Findings 
Act 73 Review → W~Elizabeth St. James~Act 73 Overview Notes~1-7-2026.docx 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Human%20Services/Budget/FY2026%20Budget%20Adjustment/W~Jill%20Bowen~FY2026%20Budget%20Adjustment%20Request%20-%20DAIL~1-7-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Human%20Services/Budget/FY2026%20Budget%20Adjustment/W~Sandi%20Hoffman~FY2026%20Budget%20Adjustment%20Presentation%20-%20DCF~1-7-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Human%20Services/Budget/W~Katie%20McLinn~BAA%20Proposed%20Statutory%20Language~1-9-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Appropriations/Other%20Topics/W~Jill%20Mazza%20Olson~Rural%20Health%20Transformation~1-8-2026.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Education/Agency%20of%20Education/Reorganization/W~Zoie%20Saunders~AOE%20Testimony%20to%20House%20Ed-Reorganization-~1-6-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Legislative-Reports/edu-commission-on-the-future-of-public-education-final-report-2025.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2FDocuments%2F2026%2FWorkgroups%2FHouse%2520Education%2FActs%2520and%2520Previous%2520Major%2520Legislation%2FAct%252073%2520of%25202025%2FW~Elizabeth%2520St.%2520James~Act%252073%2520Overview%2520Notes~1-7-2026.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Redistricting Task Force → Redistricting Task Force Legislative Report_Updated_12.2.25 
 
Housing (Cross Committee) 
 
Housing emerged as a dominant, cross-cutting issue across the Statehouse, with discussions 
occurring in multiple committees beyond those formally focused on housing. Legislators 
consistently raised concerns about affordability, availability, and gaps in supportive and service-
enriched housing, particularly for people with complex health, mental health, and long-term 
care needs. 
 
The Senate Economic Development, Housing, and General Affairs focused on Act 69, The Road 
Home, including limitations of existing residential models, changing expectations and 
demographics, and the intersection of housing with aging, disability, and Medicaid policy. 
Presentations emphasized the need for sustained investment, regulatory flexibility, improved 
data collection, and alignment between housing, health, and human services systems. 
 
Across committees, housing was increasingly framed as essential infrastructure for system 
stability - affecting hospital capacity, long-term care access, recovery, and community-based 
service delivery statewide. 
 
The Road Home Presentation → W~Kirsten Murphy~The Road Home Presentation~1-8-2026.pptx  
 
Senate Health and Welfare 
 
In Senate Health and Welfare, discussion centered on healthcare transformation efforts tied to 
existing statutes, including Act 167 and the all-payer model. Presentations reviewed how 
payment reform, ACO structures, and federal constraints shape Vermont’s ability to drive 
system-level change across Medicaid, Medicare, and commercial insurance. 
 
The committee also discussed the importance of coordination between hospitals, state 
agencies, and community-based providers as transformation work continues, highlighting the 
need for alignment across sectors and regions. 
 
Act 167 and Health Care Recap → W~Jennifer Carbee~Review of Act 167~1-8-2026.pdf  
 
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT SERIES 
 
The Sponsor Spotlight Series is part of a collaboration produced by members of Vermont Care 
Partners – the statewide network for sixteen non-profit, community-based agencies providing 
mental health, substance use, and intellectual and developmental disability support.   
 

https://aoa.vermont.gov/sites/aoa/files/Redistricting%20Task%20Force%20Legislative%20Report_Updated_12.2.25%20v.%202.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2FDocuments%2F2026%2FWorkgroups%2FSenate%2520Economic%2520Development%2FHousing%2FW~Kirsten%2520Murphy~The%2520Road%2520Home%2520Presentation~1-8-2026.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/Senate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Act%20167%20of%202022/W~Jennifer%20Carbee~Review%20of%20Act%20167~1-8-2026.pdf
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The first article in the Spotlight Series is coming soon!  Below is a link to the archive of past VCP 
articles:  
 

• Vermont Care Partners Archives - VTDigger 
 

PRESS CONFERENCES & OTHER MEDIA 
 

•  Governor's State of the State Address 1/7/2026 | Onion River Community Access Media 
 

BILLS, ACTS, RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED/DISCUSSED THIS WEEK – QUICK LINKS 

• S. 193 - An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice 
involved persons. 

• S. 194. An act relating to designated and specialized service agency payment 
methodology 

• S. 195 - An act relating to judicial proceedings for involuntary treatment.  
• H.530 - An act related to establishing a forensic facility  
• H.535 - An Act related to establishing a competency restoration program 
• H.544 - An act related to crime victim's rights in competency discharge proceedings  
• H.573 - An act relating to the first certification of an emergency examination 
• H.582 - An act relating to adult protective services 
• H.611 – An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of 

Vermont Health Access 
• H.84 - An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent 

ADVOCACY TOOLS 
 
Vermont Digger’s 2025 Legislative Guide – a starter kit to the legislative session – can be found 
HERE 
 
Smart Transcripts of meetings under the golden dome – allowing you inside the committee 
meetings with word for word transcription of what transpired.  Find it HERE 
 
The Vermont General Assembly website helps you to navigate the state house and get up to 
date information on:  

• Committee assignments  

• Weekly committee agendas  

• Legislator information – including contact info, assigned committees, bio, sponsored 
bills, etc.  

• Bills, acts, resolutions  

• State house announcements and events  

https://vtdigger.org/newspack_spnsrs_tax/vermont-care-partners/
https://www.orcamedia.net/show/governors-state-state-address-172026
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0535/H-0535%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://vtdigger.org/2026-vermont-legislative-guide/
https://www.goldendomevt.com/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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• Maps of the statehouse  

• And more!  
 
FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR!  A handy list of representatives, senators, their catchment areas, 
committee assignments, and the DA/SSA connected to each.  Find it HERE and please don’t 
forget to join me at the State House Tuesday through Friday!  
 
IN THE NEWS… 
 

• ‘We just need to do it’: In address to lawmakers, Gov. Phil Scott stays bullish on 
education reform plans - VTDigger 

• Clear theme emerges on opening day of Vermont's Legislature: Tough choices ahead 
- VTDigger 

• Rep. Casey Toof, Vermont House’s No. 2 Republican, to resign - VTDigger 

• Final Reading: House tax chair weighs potential revenue losses due to Trump’s ‘One 
Big Beautiful Bill’ - VTDigger 

• State issues probation to Bennington program caring for people with intellectual 
disabilities - VTDigger 

• Lawmakers try to keep education reform on track as Gov. Phil Scott calls the issue 
Vermont's 'most critical challenge' - VTDigger 

• Vermont Health officials reaffirm existing childhood vaccine schedule in light of 
federal changes - VTDigger 

• Vermont receives $195M federal grant for rural health care transformation  - 
VTDigger 

 
VCP Legislative Priorities 
 
Our advocacy this session is centered on the key levers that directly impact Vermonters’ access 
to care and the stability of the services they rely on: 
 

• Sustainable Funding & Workforce Stability 
• Upstream Supports & Basic Needs 
• High Acuity, Public Safety & System Navigation 
• Equitable Access & Quality Standards 
• System Transformation & Oversight 

 
Below, we outline our specific legislative priorities that fall under these themes -  
 

1. Inflationary Rate Increase Based on MEI 

Ensure community services can keep pace with rising costs, so care is not reduced or 

interrupted by providing MEI-based rate increases for developmental disability services, 

residential care, and other non-CCBHC Medicaid services.  

https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQB7fUOam-TLRZWwROjEseSHARP-FgTBtagzQikou0bnw30?e=RmQLwI
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/07/we-just-need-to-do-it-in-address-to-lawmakers-gov-phil-scott-stays-bullish-on-education-reform-plans/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/07/we-just-need-to-do-it-in-address-to-lawmakers-gov-phil-scott-stays-bullish-on-education-reform-plans/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/06/clear-theme-emerges-on-opening-day-of-vermonts-legislature-tough-choices-ahead/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/06/clear-theme-emerges-on-opening-day-of-vermonts-legislature-tough-choices-ahead/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/08/rep-casey-toof-vermont-houses-no-2-republican-to-resign/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/08/final-reading-house-tax-chair-weighs-potential-revenue-losses-due-to-trumps-one-big-beautiful-bill/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/08/final-reading-house-tax-chair-weighs-potential-revenue-losses-due-to-trumps-one-big-beautiful-bill/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/09/state-issues-probation-to-bennington-program-caring-for-people-with-intellectual-disabilities/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/09/state-issues-probation-to-bennington-program-caring-for-people-with-intellectual-disabilities/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/07/lawmakers-try-to-keep-education-reform-on-track-as-gov-phil-scott-calls-the-issue-vermonts-most-critical-challenge/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/07/lawmakers-try-to-keep-education-reform-on-track-as-gov-phil-scott-calls-the-issue-vermonts-most-critical-challenge/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/07/vermont-health-officials-reaffirm-existing-childhood-vaccine-schedule-in-light-of-federal-changes/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/07/vermont-health-officials-reaffirm-existing-childhood-vaccine-schedule-in-light-of-federal-changes/
https://vtdigger.org/2025/12/30/vermont-receives-195m-federal-grant-for-rural-health-care-transformation/
https://vtdigger.org/2025/12/30/vermont-receives-195m-federal-grant-for-rural-health-care-transformation/
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2. DS Payment Reform & COI Implementation Support – Hold Harmless & Prospective 

Payment 

Ensure DS payment reform is stable, predictable, and protects agencies during 

implementation; prevent cash-flow disruptions and service loss. 

3. Housing & Residential Stability 

Protect stable housing for people with high-acuity MH needs while preventing 

displacement/homelessness; ensure access to supportive housing for individuals with 

I/DD, including statewide unit needs.  

4. Mental Health in Schools, Success Beyond Six, and Education Reform Intersection 

Preserve integrated school-based mental health supports that keep students stable, 

learning, and in Vermont. 

5. Doulas & Preventive Care (Prenatal to Age 8) 

Invest in early, preventive supports that improve lifelong health outcomes and reduce 

long-term costs. 

6. High-Acuity Supports and Complex Care Transitions 

Clarify roles, authority, and resources so communities can respond safely to the most 

complex situations. 

7. Crisis Continuum and Mental Health Urgent Care Centers 

Build a coordinated, statewide crisis system that connects urgent care to ongoing 

treatment. Expand timely, community-based crisis alternatives so people can access care 

without relying on emergency departments. 

8. Public Inebriate Program & Crisis Bed Integration/Coordination 

Ensure PIP and mental health crisis bed integration/coordination is funded, regionally 

appropriate, and not implemented without provider input or sustainable payment. 

9. Seclusion and Restraint Reform 

Ensure safety, transparency, and trauma-informed practice while supporting staff and 

families. 

10. Workforce and Rate Stabilization for DA/SSA Services 

Align rates and wages with true cost of care to stabilize staffing and service delivery. 

11. Loan/Tuition Reimbursement for Staff 

Strengthen recruitment and retention in hard to fill mental health, SUD, and I/DD roles. 

12. CCBHC Efforts  

Align state requirements with federal standards so integrated care remains viable. 

13. Artificial Intelligence in Mental Health  

Protect clients by preventing AI from replacing licensed clinical care. 

14. Establish Guardrails on Coding Alignment and Reimbursement Policy Changes 

Protect access to essential services by making coding and reimbursement changes 
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transparent and ensure coding and billing updates do not unintentionally limit access to 

care. 

15. AHS Revisioning/System Restructuring

Ensure system changes improve coordination without destabilizing essential services and

planning includes core partners and stakeholders.

16. Involuntary Treatment

Protect Vermont’s voluntary, community-based system of care while setting clear limits

on involuntary treatment

17. Food Access and Other Basic/Healthcare Needs

Strengthen access to food, heating, and health coverage to prevent avoidable crises and

service disruption resulting from federal change.

18. Rural Health Transformation Funds
Ensure all areas of Vermont have access to federal Rural Health Transformation funding
to support equitable, transformative improvements in mental health, substance use,
and developmental disability services.

As a Reminder: 

Chapter 207 : Community Mental Health and Developmental Services 

(Cite as: 18 V.S.A. § 8914) 
• § 8914. Rates of payments to designated and specialized service agencies

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall have sole responsibility for
establishing the Departments of Health’s, of Mental Health’s, and of Disabilities,
Aging, and Independent Living’s rates of payments for designated and
specialized service agencies that are reasonable and adequate to achieve the
required outcomes for designated populations. When establishing rates of
payment for designated and specialized service agencies, the Secretary shall
adjust rates to take into account factors that include:

(1) the reasonable cost of any governmental mandate that has been
enacted, adopted, or imposed by any State or federal authority; and 

(2) a cost adjustment factor to reflect changes in reasonable costs of goods
and services of designated and specialized service agencies, including those 
attributed to inflation and labor market dynamics. 

(b) When establishing rates of payment for designated and specialized service
agencies, the Secretary may consider geographic differences in wages, benefits, 
housing, and real estate costs in each region of the State. (Added 2017, No. 82, 
§ 11, eff. June 15, 2017.)

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/18/207
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

• January 29th – Mental Health Advocacy Day (State House & Pavillion 8am – all day): 
Register HERE

• February 11th – Disability Advocacy Day (State House 8am – all day)

• February 17th – VCP Coffee Bar (State House Cafeteria: 8am to 10am)

• April 7th – VCP Coffee Bar (State House Cafeteria: 8am to 10am)

• May 1 – VCP Card Room (all day)

FEDERAL INFO: LEARN MORE 

Rural Health Transformation Funding - Vermont was awarded $193M/year for the next 5 years 
to promote bold, innovative ideas that make care more accessible, higher quality, and better 
tailored to the needs of rural communities.  Vermont has created a landing page to keep up to 
date on what’s happening with RHT.  Here is the link: H.R.1/Rural Health Transformation Fund | 
Health Care Reform 

For project specific information follow the link here → Vermont’s Rural Health Transformation 
Program Activity Details 12-2025 

Federal Access Rule - this is coming into play this year and we want to ensure that you have all 
the up-to-date information.  Here’s background on what the Federal Access Rule is → 
Regulatory-Analysis_Final-Rule-on-HCBS-Access-Final.pdf 

https://namivt.org/mhad/
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQDva8lYwDhOT6HKVFxnc0eiAbP8AICDlmrS4b7Np4peUes?e=6RvUt3

