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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Week of January 19, 2026 

 
Snowy Forecasts and Serious Policy: FY27 Budget and BAA Take Center Stage!  
 

The Governor delivered his annual budget address this week, 
framing the FY27 proposal around three stated priorities: 
growing the economy, making Vermont more affordable, and 
protecting the most vulnerable. He emphasized fiscal 
discipline in the face of downgraded revenue forecasts, 
uncertainty in federal funding, and rising structural costs - 
particularly in education, healthcare, pensions, housing, and 
public safety. The proposed budget totals $9.4 billion across 
all funds, with roughly one-third coming from federal sources, 

and reflects a return to tighter decision-making following several years of federal stimulus 
investments. 
 
Throughout the address, the Governor highlighted the high costs Vermonters face for housing, 
healthcare, property taxes, and energy. He called for changes in education, healthcare, housing, 
and public safety to address these pressures. Mental health and substance use services came 
up mainly in connection with public safety, addiction, and recovery. Overall, the message was 
that prevention, better coordination of services, and accountability are needed to control costs 
and support vulnerable Vermonters, but the plan for how to get there was light on specifics. 
 
The House Appropriations Committee continued its work on the BAA, where testimony from 
DAIL prompted extensive discussion about the first year of Developmental Services payment 
reform. Legislators raised pointed questions about utilization assumptions, payment timing, 
and the real-time cash flow impacts agencies are experiencing during implementation. VCP was 
able to support legislators in understanding how some key aspects of the reform are affecting 
when agencies are paid, creating significant cash flow strain. Committee members expressed 
strong interest in ensuring agencies are held harmless in year one and have the financial 
stability needed to maintain uninterrupted services for the people they support. A straw poll in 
House Appropriations landed at 11–0, with VCP’s language remaining in the bill as discussions 
now continue on the Senate side. 
 
This week also included powerful sentiments related to victims’ rights, competency restoration, 
and forensic capacity. Individuals and families shared deeply personal experiences about loss, 
harm, and the need for a system that better supports both accountability and treatment when 
people are involved with the justice system during mental health crises. The discussion, hosted 
by the Lieutenant Governor, drew a packed room - legislators, family members, advocates, 
state leadership, and members of the public - underscoring the urgency and complexity of 
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these issues. Multiple bills in both the House and Senate are now engaging questions related to 
victims’ rights, competency restoration, and the future of a forensic mental health facility, and 
these conversations will continue to require careful, trauma-informed framing. 
 
In other committee activity, House Health Care heard testimony on H.611, including compelling 
remarks from Maria Rossi, of Washington County Mental Health Services, highlighting the role 
of doulas as an upstream, preventative support. Testimony raised concerns about proposed 
delays from DVHA that could push Medicaid reimbursement for doula services out to 2029 or 
2030 - delaying access to a service shown to improve outcomes and reduce long-term costs. 
These discussions reinforced the importance of investing earlier in care to improve health 
outcomes and control systemwide spending. 
 
Weekly moment of levity: With a cold, snowy weekend on the horizon, members of Senate 
Health & Welfare were chatting about whether they’d stay home and curl up with a good book, 
and what they might read. Suggestions ranged from Stephen King, and Jane Eyre, to East of 
Eden. Joint Fiscal chimed in to say they’d likely be spending the weekend reading their brief 
on…Developmental Services payment reform!  
 
And DON’T FORGET – Mental Health Advocacy Day is THIS Thursday (1/29/26) starting at 8am 
at the State House.  For more information go HERE: Mental Health Advocacy Day - NAMI Vermont 
 
VCP COMMITTEE TESTIMONY 
 

• 1/22/26 – House Health Care – Maria Rossi, Washington County Mental Health on H.611 
 

THIS WEEK’S LEGISLTIVE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
*A quick snapshot of key committees with helpful summaries* 

To link to the various bills, use the following website and enter the information into the “search 
for – bill or resolution” search bar.  You’ll need the letter (S or H) and the bill number: Home | 
Vermont General Assembly | Vermont Legislature  

 

 

 

 
 

  
House Health Care 

https://namivt.org/mental-health-advocacy-day/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
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Maria Rossi of WCMHS highlighted concerns about potential delays in making Medicaid funding 
available for doula services under Act 50. While a thoughtful implementation process has been 
underway - coordinating OPR, DVHA, and other stakeholders - DVHA indicated it would delay 
requesting federal approval to add doula services to the Vermont State Medicaid Plan. Rossi 
noted that this delay could push full Medicaid coverage for doula services out by several years, 
even as other states are moving forward. She emphasized the evidence-based benefits of doula 
care, including improved maternal and infant outcomes and potential cost savings for the state, 
and encouraged continued support for the four existing Vermont doula programs to maintain 
momentum and trust in the system while federal approval is sought. 
 
Here testimony can be found HERE: H.611~Maria Rossi~Testimony~1-22-2026.pdf 
 
House Appropriations:  
 
DAIL appeared before House Appropriations to provide an update on DS payment reform. They 
emphasized that the changes are intended to ensure conflict-free case management - 
standardize rates across the state and align payments with services actually provided. The 
agency highlighted mechanisms like the exceptions processes and hybrid payment models 
designed to support providers during this transition. While DAIL reported that the system is 
functioning within expectations, they acknowledged that early implementation is complex and 
that ongoing monitoring and data collection are needed.  Many organizations are noting cash 
flow challenges based on the utilization caps.  DS payment reform continues to be a work in 
progress, with continued adjustments anticipated as the new system is fully implemented 
 
In addition to the BAA, the committee began to take testimony on the FY27 budget.  Adam 
Greshin briefed House Appropriations on the FY27 budget following the Governor’s address. 
For programs that support vulnerable Vermonters, the focus is on stabilizing funding and 
moving one-time appropriations into the base. Emergency housing funding remains for 
hotel/motel use, but the state is aiming to transition toward permanent shelters. The Red 
Clover youth treatment facility continues, with a focus on developing long-term alternatives. 
Hireability Vermont funding for recovery and employment supports will also be part of the 
base. Greshin noted that changes reflect careful management of Medicaid, federal funds, and 
reserves to maintain these services, rather than expanding new programs. 
 
Current JFO budget docs can be found HERE: FY27 Budget Book - All Documents 

FY27 Budget Language 1-20-26.pdf 

 
House Education  

Secretary Saunders presented three redistricting maps with scenarios and considerations (joint 
testimony to House and Senate Ed), and the AOE presented a 147 page summary of the 
summer listening and learning tour.  The state’s interactive district building maps.  The CESA 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Health%20Care/Bills/H.611/Witness%20Testimony/H.611~Maria%20Rossi~Testimony~1-22-2026.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/dept/DFM/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fdept%2FDFM%2FShared%20Documents%2FFY27%20Executive%20Budget%20Book%20%28updated%201%2E22%2E26%29%2FFY27%20Budget%20Book&FolderCTID=0x012000F9E8D3037A05C84884A1433C3D
https://finance.vermont.gov/sites/finance/files/documents/FY27%20Budget%20Language%201-20-26.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Education/Agency%20of%20Education/Act%2073/W~Zoie%20Saunders~Redistricting%20Maps:%20Scenarios%20and%20Considerations~1-15-2026.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tu_-Frq-Pcg
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/Senate%20Education/Agency%20of%20Education/Listen%20and%20Learn%20Tour/W~Zoie%20Saunders~Agency%20of%20Education%20Listen%20and%20Learn%20Tour%20Final%20Summary%20Report~1-10-2025.pdf
https://map.vermont.gov/education/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6rm-RofeNM
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(Cooperative Education Services Agency) model was presented to the House as well, these 
slides and this more detailed plan were shared.  

Much discussion followed about governance models and whether the legislature should choose 
between supervisory unions, supervisory districts or a blended model with both options.  There 
was also a bunch of perspectives about efficiency, timelines, cost and buy in and whose voices 
should have decision making power about schools.  

Students were mentioned – and at one point the question was asked about whether we are 
creating structures to serve kids or adults.  Many questions remain unanswered with possible 
redistricting – how many buildings will need to be renovated/built, how many contracts would 
need to be altered, and more.  However, it is difficult to project details without knowing which 
direction the state will go.  The hybrid map seemed to get the most traction as it was more 
closely aligned with Act 73. 

In House Ed, Representative Rebecca Holcombe shared slides and details about the Vermont 
Regional Education Partnership Model, which would require the creation of Cooperative 
Education Services Regions.   
 
This proposal would involve a regional Cooperative Education Services Agency (CESA).  A 
little after minute 34, Rep Holcombe discussed protecting the interest of taxpayers and 
encouraged the committee to ask about this interest in testimony.  The CESA structure would 
add oversight, and services would be priced at cost. If services end up coming in under cost, 
there would be a clause to allow the district to recapture funds.  
 
During the discussion, committee members and stakeholders talked about the role of the DAs 
in supporting mental health services within schools. They noted that in some districts, DAs may 
not fully meet schools’ service needs, which can result in duplicative or unmet services. The 
conversation included references to regional models such as BOCES or CESAs in other states, 
with legislators suggesting that consolidating certain functions at a regional level could improve 
coordination, administrative efficiency, and alignment across districts. Examples mentioned 
included bringing services in-house for evaluations, potential cost efficiencies, and more 
consistent operations to support student outcomes. Committee members also discussed 
mandatory participation, coherent technology and finance systems, and leveraging federal 
funding, noting that regional coordination might reduce duplication and administrative 
complexity. 
 
Senate Judiciary  
 
The committee took up S.193 which is an act that looks to create a forensic facility for 
individuals with mental health barriers that have criminal justice involvement.  It also seeks to 
create competency restoration program within the facility.  Legislative counsel walked through 
the bill; more to come on how and where the bill moves.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6rm-RofeNM
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Education/School%20District%20Redistrictring%20Task%20Force/W~Rebecca%20Holcombe~Cooperative%20Education%20Service%20Agencies%20Presentation~1-20-2026.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Education/School%20District%20Redistrictring%20Task%20Force/W~Rebecca%20Holcombe~Cooperative%20Education%20Service%20Agencies%20Presentation~1-20-2026.pdf
https://aoa.vermont.gov/sites/aoa/files/Appendix%20E_%20The%20Vermont%20Regional%20Education%20Partnership%20Model_UPDATED%2012.2.25%20v.%202.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Education/School%20District%20Redistrictring%20Task%20Force/W~Rebecca%20Holcombe~Cooperative%20Education%20Service%20Agencies%20Presentation~1-20-2026.pdf
https://aoa.vermont.gov/sites/aoa/files/Appendix%20E_%20The%20Vermont%20Regional%20Education%20Partnership%20Model_UPDATED%2012.2.25%20v.%202.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6rm-RofeNM
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT SERIES 
 
The Sponsor Spotlight Series is part of a collaboration produced by members of Vermont Care 
Partners – the statewide network for sixteen non-profit, community-based agencies providing 
mental health, substance use, and intellectual and developmental disability support.    
 

• School-based mental health in a time of unknown funding and increased need: creative 
collaboration at Lamoille County Mental Health Services - VTDigger 
 

PRESS CONFERENCES & OTHER MEDIA 
 

• Vermont Governor's Budget Message LIVE 1/20/2026 at 1:00PM | Onion River 
Community Access Media 
 

BILLS, ACTS, RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED/DISCUSSED THIS WEEK – QUICK LINKS 

• S. 193 - An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice 
involved persons. 

• S. 194. An act relating to designated and specialized service agency payment 
methodology 

• S. 195 - An act relating to judicial proceedings for involuntary treatment.  
• H.530 - An act related to establishing a forensic facility  
• H.535 - An Act related to establishing a competency restoration program 
• H.544 - An act related to crime victim's rights in competency discharge proceedings  
• H.573 - An act relating to the first certification of an emergency examination 
• H.582 - An act relating to adult protective services 
• H.611 – An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of 

Vermont Health Access 
• H.84 - An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 

and provider consent 
• H.724 – An act relating to administration of involuntary psychiatric medication in 

emergency circumstances 
• H.613 – An act relating to victims of officer-involved shootings of an individual 

experiencing a mental health crisis 
• H.644 – An act relating to regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the provision of 

mental health services  
• H.657 – An act relating to enabling unaccompanied homeless youth to obtain certain 

services without parental consent  
• H.689 – An act relating to financial aid exceptions for individuals with a disability  
• S.233 – An act relating to establishing a special education family advocacy pilot program 

https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/16/school-based-mental-health-in-a-time-of-unknown-funding-and-increased-need-creative-collaboration-at-lamoille-county-mental-health-services/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/16/school-based-mental-health-in-a-time-of-unknown-funding-and-increased-need-creative-collaboration-at-lamoille-county-mental-health-services/
https://www.orcamedia.net/show/vermont-governors-budget-message-2026-live
https://www.orcamedia.net/show/vermont-governors-budget-message-2026-live
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0193/S-0193%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0194/S-0194%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0195/S-0195%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0530/H-0530%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0535/H-0535%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0544/H-0544%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0573/H-0573%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0582/H-0582%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0611/H-0611%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0724/H-0724%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0613/H-0613%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0644/H-0644%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0657/H-0657%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0689/H-0689%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0233/S-0233%20As%20Introduced.pdf
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• S.241 – An act relating to regulating the use of AI in the provision of mental health 
services 

• S.245 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 
and provider consent 

• H.84 – An act relating to allowing telehealth appointments to be recorded with patient 
and provider consent   

• H-0744 - An act relating to procedures for arrest without a warrant 
• H.765 - An act relating to qualified mental health professionals 
• H.764 - An act relating to inpatient psychiatric bed capacity 
• S.272 - An act relating to juvenile proceedings, criminal procedures, and forensic 

facilities for criminal justice-involved individuals 

ADVOCACY TOOLS 
 
Vermont Digger’s 2025 Legislative Guide – a starter kit to the legislative session – can be found 
HERE 
 
Smart Transcripts of meetings under the golden dome – allowing you inside the committee 
meetings with word for word transcription of what transpired.  Find it HERE 
 
The Vermont General Assembly website helps you to navigate the state house and get up to 
date information on:  

• Committee assignments  

• Weekly committee agendas  

• Legislator information – including contact info, assigned committees, bio, sponsored 
bills, etc.  

• Bills, acts, resolutions  

• State house announcements and events  

• Maps of the statehouse  

• And more!  
 
FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR!  A handy list of representatives, senators, their catchment areas, 
committee assignments, and the DA/SSA connected to each.  Find it HERE and please don’t 
forget to join me at the State House Tuesday through Friday!  
 
IN THE NEWS… 
 

• Gov. Scott pushes for ‘disciplined’ spending with $9.4 billion state budget proposal - VTDigger 
• Vermont hires contractor with troubled record in $21.5 million deal for new youth residential 

program - VTDigger 
• Howard Center to end program that provides clean syringes - VTDigger 
• Early numbers show many Vermonters dropping their insurance for 2026 - VTDigger 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0241/S-0241%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0245/S-0245%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0084/H-0084%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0744/H-0744%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0765/H-0765%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0764/H-0764%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0272/S-0272%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://vtdigger.org/2026-vermont-legislative-guide/
https://www.goldendomevt.com/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQB7fUOam-TLRZWwROjEseSHARP-FgTBtagzQikou0bnw30?e=RmQLwI
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/20/gov-phil-scott-unveils-9-4-billion-state-budget-proposal/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/22/vermont-hires-contractor-with-troubled-record-in-21-5-million-deal-for-new-youth-residential-program/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/22/vermont-hires-contractor-with-troubled-record-in-21-5-million-deal-for-new-youth-residential-program/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/23/howard-center-to-end-program-that-provides-clean-syringes/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/01/22/early-numbers-show-many-vermonters-dropping-their-insurance-for-2026/


 
 

www.vermontcarepartners.org 
 

• Vt.'s education secretary still believes in school district consolidation | Vermont Public 

• Capitol Recap: Education reform debate slams into historic obstacles in Montpelier | Vermont 
Public 

• In review: Shopping for cheaper health care, plan to ramp down motel program, Supreme Court 
nominees | Vermont Public 

• Victims of crime involving mental health demand Legislature’s help - Vermont Daily Chronicle 

 
VCP Legislative Priorities 
 
Our advocacy this session is centered on the key levers that directly impact Vermonters’ access 
to care and the stability of the services they rely on: 
 

• Sustainable Funding & Workforce Stability 
• Upstream Supports & Basic Needs 
• High Acuity, Public Safety & System Navigation 
• Equitable Access & Quality Standards 
• System Transformation & Oversight 

 
Below, we outline our specific legislative priorities that fall under these themes -  
 

1. Inflationary Rate Increase Based on MEI – 3.5% = $5.8M in General Fund Dollars 

($13.8M with Federal Match – Global Commitment)  

Ensure community services can keep pace with rising costs, so care is not reduced or 

interrupted by providing MEI-based rate increases for developmental disability services, 

residential care, and other non-CCBHC Medicaid services.  

2. DS Payment Reform & COI Implementation Support – Hold Harmless & Prospective 

Payment 

Ensure DS payment reform is stable, predictable, and protects agencies during 

implementation; prevent cash-flow disruptions and service loss. 

3. Housing & Residential Stability 

Protect stable housing for people with high-acuity MH needs while preventing 

displacement/homelessness; ensure access to supportive housing for individuals with 

I/DD, including statewide unit needs.  

4. Mental Health in Schools, Success Beyond Six, and Education Reform Intersection 

Preserve integrated school-based mental health supports that keep students stable, 

learning, and in Vermont. 

5. Doulas & Preventive Care (Prenatal to Age 8) 

Invest in early, preventive supports that improve lifelong health outcomes and reduce 

long-term costs. 

https://www.vermontpublic.org/show/vermont-edition/2026-01-26/vt-s-education-secretary-still-believes-in-school-district-consolidation
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-01-23/capitol-recap-education-reform-debate-slams-into-historic-obstacles-in-montpelier
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2026-01-23/capitol-recap-education-reform-debate-slams-into-historic-obstacles-in-montpelier
https://www.vermontpublic.org/show/vermont-this-week/2026-01-16/in-review-cheaper-health-care-motel-program-supreme-court
https://www.vermontpublic.org/show/vermont-this-week/2026-01-16/in-review-cheaper-health-care-motel-program-supreme-court
https://vermontdailychronicle.com/victims-of-crime-involving-mental-health-demand-legislatures-help/amp/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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6. High-Acuity Supports and Complex Care Transitions 

Clarify roles, authority, and resources so communities can respond safely to the most 

complex situations. 

7. Crisis Continuum and Mental Health Urgent Care Centers 

Build a coordinated, statewide crisis system that connects urgent care to ongoing 

treatment. Expand timely, community-based crisis alternatives so people can access care 

without relying on emergency departments. 

8. Public Inebriate Program & Crisis Bed Integration/Coordination 

Ensure PIP and mental health crisis bed integration/coordination is funded, regionally 

appropriate, and not implemented without provider input or sustainable payment. 

9. Seclusion and Restraint Reform 

Ensure safety, transparency, and trauma-informed practice while supporting staff and 

families. 

10. Workforce and Rate Stabilization for DA/SSA Services 

Align rates and wages with true cost of care to stabilize staffing and service delivery. 

11. Loan/Tuition Reimbursement for Staff 

Strengthen recruitment and retention in hard to fill mental health, SUD, and I/DD roles. 

12. CCBHC Efforts  

Align state requirements with federal standards so integrated care remains viable. 

13. Artificial Intelligence in Mental Health  

Protect clients by preventing AI from replacing licensed clinical care. 

14. Establish Guardrails on Coding Alignment and Reimbursement Policy Changes 

Protect access to essential services by making coding and reimbursement changes 

transparent and ensure coding and billing updates do not unintentionally limit access to 

care. 

15. AHS Revisioning/System Restructuring 

Ensure system changes improve coordination without destabilizing essential services and 

planning includes core partners and stakeholders.  

16. Involuntary Treatment  

Protect Vermont’s voluntary, community-based system of care while setting clear limits 

on involuntary treatment 

17. Food Access and Other Basic/Healthcare Needs 

Strengthen access to food, heating, and health coverage to prevent avoidable crises and 

service disruption resulting from federal change. 

18. Rural Health Transformation Funds 
Ensure all areas of Vermont have access to federal Rural Health Transformation funding 
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to support equitable, transformative improvements in mental health, substance use, 
and developmental disability services. 

As a Reminder: 

Chapter 207 : Community Mental Health and Developmental Services 

(Cite as: 18 V.S.A. § 8914) 
• § 8914. Rates of payments to designated and specialized service agencies

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall have sole responsibility for
establishing the Departments of Health’s, of Mental Health’s, and of Disabilities,
Aging, and Independent Living’s rates of payments for designated and
specialized service agencies that are reasonable and adequate to achieve the
required outcomes for designated populations. When establishing rates of
payment for designated and specialized service agencies, the Secretary shall
adjust rates to take into account factors that include:

(1) the reasonable cost of any governmental mandate that has been
enacted, adopted, or imposed by any State or federal authority; and 

(2) a cost adjustment factor to reflect changes in reasonable costs of goods
and services of designated and specialized service agencies, including those 
attributed to inflation and labor market dynamics. 

(b) When establishing rates of payment for designated and specialized service
agencies, the Secretary may consider geographic differences in wages, benefits, 
housing, and real estate costs in each region of the State. (Added 2017, No. 82, 
§ 11, eff. June 15, 2017.)

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• January 29th – Mental Health Advocacy Day (State House & Pavillion 8am – all day): 
Register HERE

• February 11th – Disability Advocacy Day (State House 8am – all day)

• February 17th – VCP Coffee Bar (State House Cafeteria: 8am to 10am)

• April 7th – VCP Coffee Bar (State House Cafeteria: 8am to 10am)

• May 1 – VCP Card Room (all day)

FEDERAL INFO: LEARN MORE 

Rural Health Transformation Funding - Vermont was awarded $193M/year for the next 5 years 
to promote bold, innovative ideas that make care more accessible, higher quality, and better 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/18/207
https://namivt.org/mhad/


 
 

www.vermontcarepartners.org 
 

tailored to the needs of rural communities.  Vermont has created a landing page to keep up to 
date on what’s happening with RHT.  Here is the link: H.R.1/Rural Health Transformation Fund | 
Health Care Reform 
 
For project specific information follow the link here → Vermont’s Rural Health Transformation 
Program Activity Details 12-2025 
 
Federal Access Rule - this is coming into play this year and we want to ensure that you have all 
the up-to-date information.  Here’s background on what the Federal Access Rule is → 
Regulatory-Analysis_Final-Rule-on-HCBS-Access-Final.pdf 
 
 
 

https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/hr1rural-health-transformation-fund
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://healthcarereform.vermont.gov/sites/hcr/files/documents/Vermonts-Rural-Health-Transformation-%28RHT%29-Program-Application-Activity-Details-12052025.pdf
https://vtcouncil-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/amy_vermontcarepartners_org/IQDva8lYwDhOT6HKVFxnc0eiAbP8AICDlmrS4b7Np4peUes?e=6RvUt3

