CARE Vermont Care Partners 2025 Legislative Priorities
PARTNERS
Priority | Increase Medicaid | A 6.2% Medicaid rate increase is needed | Key Items:
1 Rates for DA/SSA | to provide essential services to
Providers to Vermonters. This equates to a 5.2% Increase Medicaid
Ensure Adequate | increase overall. 6.2% is $13,950,000 in Reimbursement Rates
Compensation General Fund dollars. Offset Health Insurance
and Improve Costs
Healthcare The analysis, completed by agency Promote Long-Term
Outcomes CFOs, focused on five categories: Cost Savings
Account for Rising
e A 4.8% salary increase based on Operational Costs
the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics;
e An average projected health
insurance increase of 13.5%;
e An average projected increase of
6.2% for other fringe;
e General/liability/auto/property
insurance projected to increase
an average of 6.5%; and
e All other operating projected to
increase 3.3% based on New
England CPI, updated through
November 2024
Priority | Supporting Older | Vermont’s aging population presents Key ltems:
2 Vermonters unique challenges in mental health,
through a substance use, and Educate the Legislature
Comprehensive intellectual/developmental disabilities on Needs of Aging
Continuum of (I/DD). As more older Vermonters seek Vermonters
Care to age at home, a comprehensive system Expand Crisis Services
of care is essential. This includes Strengthen the
expanding and adequately funding Continuum of Care
services and eliminating duplication and Support Home and
inefficiencies to ensure older Vermonters Community-Based Care
can live independently with dignity.
Priority | Support for the As Vermont implements reforms such as | Key ltems:
3 DA/SSA Network | Conflict of Interest Free Case
During System Management (COI), payment reform for Protect DA/SSA
Reform developmental services, and Certified Funding During COI

Community-Based integrated Health
Centers (CCBHC), we must ensure
adequate funding for the DA/SSA

Reforms

Ensure Stability During
DS Payment Reform
Increase CCBHC
Funding




network to preserve essential services
during these transitions and beyond.

Invest in Home and
Community-Based
Services (HCBS)

Priority
4

Working
Collaboratively to
Support Kids and
Families in
Community-
Based Settings

Children and families in Vermont are
facing increasing challenges in accessing
appropriate mental health, substance use,
and 1/DD services. Expanding resources
and creating a task force to assess gaps
in services is critical for preventing out-
of-state placements and ensuring
comprehensive care within the
community.

Key Items:

Increase Resources for
Children and Families
Establish a Task Force
for Comprehensive
Solutions

Enhance Access to
Mobile Crisis Services
Reinstate the High-
Fidelity Wraparound
Program

Address Erosion of
Community-Based
Services

Align Crisis Continuum
with Supports for
Children and Youth
Support Success Beyond
Six

Invest in the Workforce
Serving Children and
Families:

Focus on Prevention and
Early Intervention

Priority
5

Investment in the
Crisis Continuum

The crisis continuum encompasses
urgent care services, mobile crisis teams,
and crisis residential programs.
Expanding and sustaining these services
is essential to providing timely, effective
care to individuals in crisis, preventing
hospitalization, and ensuring a seamless
continuum of care.

Key Items:

Support for Mental
Health Urgent Care
Enhance Mobile Crisis
Services

Expand 9-8-8 Services
for I/DD Population
Support Embedded Law
Enforcement Teams
Enhanced Community
Residential Services
Ensure the Crisis
Continuum Works for
Kids and Families




e Address Crisis Services
for Older VVermonters
with I/DD
e DAJ/SSASs Support
Public Safety
Priority | Housing Housing instability is a significant Key Items:
6 challenge for individuals with complex
mental health, substance use, and e Robust Investment in the
intellectual/developmental disabilities DA/SSA System
(IDD) needs in Vermont. Strengthening | o  Restore and Expand
housing supports is essential to help Psychiatric Inpatient
individuals remain housed and avoid Programs
unnecessary institutionalization or e Revise General
incarceration. To address this, we need a Assistance Emergency
robust investment in the DA/SSA Housing Policies to
workforce, restore inpatient psychiatric Address Systemic Gaps
programs, and reform the General
Assistance Emergency (GA) housing
program to make it more effective for
individuals facing multiple barriers to
housing.
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