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>> OK. All right. Everyone ready? All right. Welcome, everyone, we're going to get started we are very happy to welcome Vermont Assistive Technology Program. And have our two experts here to provide this webinar today. 
    A couple of housekeeping things, one is, I just put the link to captioning in the chat, and I'll put it in there periodically throughout. Unfortunately, we weren't able to get them embedded this time. Really sorry about that. But I will put the link in the chat box. And next, is for questions, if you can use the chat box for questions, if that isn't accessible, you can use the raised hand feature or we can pause and have, you can shout it out and we can make the panelists will make some time to answer questions as we go. 
    And let's see, I want to introduce our panelists here. Tracy has worked as an AT specialist since 2015. She graduated from Clarkeson University with a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering. During her tenure at the AT program, she has helped folks of all ages troubleshoot technology needs to improve their independence. 
    And we also have Laurie Cook, Laurie is an assistive technology specialist with vocational rehabilitation division. At Vermont Voc rehab, the primary population she serves is transition‑age youth. She also has an extensive background working in federal jobs and training programs with the Vermont Department of Labor in a case management capacity where she works with youth, adults and dislocated workers alike. She is currently pursuing an MS in psychology at southern New Hampshire University and a graduate program in autism spectrum disorders for rehabilitation services professionals with imporia State University. 
    Welcome Tracy and Laurie, it's so nice to have you, I'm going to hand it over to you. 
>> Thanks, Marie. 
>> Excellent, thanks, Marie. So as she mentioned, we're the Vermont Assistive Technology Program: And we, WO under two umbrellas, one, I personally work for the University of Vermont under the Center on Disability and Community Inclusion, under the college of education and social services. And then, we're also under the umbrella of the Vermont Agency of Human Services. The department of disabilities, aging and independent living. 
    And we already know who we are. But I work in the Waterbury tryout Center and my primary role is Vermonters in central Vermont and the Northeast Kingdom. And Laurie? 
>> And I work out of Newport Tryout Center. And my primary population that I serve is the transition age youth. And in the coming weeks, I will be working with adult Voc rehab consumers. 
>> A little bit about our program. This is a federally funded program through what's called the ATX, the assistive technology act. And this is an Act that provides services nationwide. Each state has their own assistive technology program. So this is Vermont's version of that. We offer services throughout the entire state. And what we do is offer technology ideas for all ages, all disabilities and for aging‑related needs. 
    There are zero eligibility requirements to reach out to us and to interact with us, which I love. There's also no official referrals required. So you don't need to go to your doctor to get a note to come and see us or talk to us. You can just reach out and make a connection. 
    And there's no paperwork that you have to complete. I don't need your insurance, your address ahead of time. It's really accessible in that way how we do this, we've got 3 statewide tryout centers. The first one's located up in Burlington and they served the northwest corner of the state. So Franklin, Grand Isle and Addison county. My office in Waterbury, which is located centrally to serve Washington, Lamoille, Caledonia, Essex, Orleans and Orange Counties. The final trial center is in Rutland and that serves, Bennington, Windsor, Rutland and Wyndham. And there's two technology specialists that will serve Voc rehab clients one is in Newport and one is in White River junction. These are for the general public. 
    And how we do this, we receive our funding from the administration for community living. Which is the federal administration. And that goes down to the department of disabilities aging and independent living. And where we sit the Vermont Assistive Technology Program who partners with the University of Vermont. And that's who brings me here today. 
    And we're going to switch over to Laurie and she's going to jump in with examples of assistive technology. 
>> Sure, so on the screen right now are several examples of assistive technology as Tracy just indicated. I just need to minimize my presets here in the corner so I can see the slide. In the top right‑hand corner is a young girl, thanks for working that mouse for me. There's a young girl wearing spectral filter lenses for people who have a processing challenge that people have processing information coming in through their eyes. We have a lot of research that shows Irlen spectral filters can help people with other information processing disorders such as dyslexia. Those are a great tool and come in overlays not just the actual filters on your lenses. 
    All the way to the top right, Tracy, we'll go in a clockwise order here. Is the knob Turner, this is great for somebody with limited manual or finger dexterity that has a hard time gripping and grasping items. This allows them to use the whole hand to actually turn knobs. So you can see on the white end of the knob Turner, there are a bunch of pins that grip on to any shape changes on the device so that allows it to turn. 
    Below that is the adaptive stylus. That is the picture of the hand holding what looks like a T bar almost. That's an adaptive stylus that allows people, again, that's awesome, Tracy, that allows people who have challenges gripping, grasping or holding fine items. This allows them to use a stylus for their touch screen device. 
    Below that, you'll see in the bottom right hand corner of your screen, this is a raised line paper. This is an excellent tool for people who have low vision or, also, for people who need that extra tactile sensory feedback. The lines are not only bolder, but they're raised on the paper. So it provides information about where a writer is on the page. So it allows them to stay more accurately within the lines. 
    And to the left of that, is the flexy mug. This is an excellent option for a wheelchair user, it'll fit in their cup holder and it's got the long goose neck straw on it. That allows people to have it where they need it without having to constantly bend or reach to get to it. It's just, makes the drink, the beverage more accessible to them. 
    To the left of that on the bottom of the screen, I bet you were wondering where I was going with that, Tracy, bottom of the screen is an AAC device. 
    So that's augmentive device. Someone with no use of their voice to still have a spoken voice or to share their thoughts and comments to communicate people who are talkers should do. Directly above that, is the grabber, so, again, this is for somebody who has limited mobility, maybe isn't able to use their upper extremities to reach and stretch or even to bend down to pick things up. 
    It does have, you can get these with sticky tips on the end or magnetic tips on the end to make it easier when picking up small items that are metal. We have a co‑worker that calls this the claw. And then, to the left of that, is Amazon Alexa and Echo dot. These are great tools for somebody who is challenged with executive functioning challenges, this can help with organization, keeping on top of reminders and appointments. Making lists, just a terrific tool for executive functioning. And to the left of that, bottom left corner is a gentleman wearing a pocket talker. 
    So this is ‑‑ words escaped me. This allows people to amplify what they're hearing in a room without having to amplify sound for everybody in the room. You can see he's got ear buds in his ears. And the microphone is actually on the little devices attached to his lapel. Those are common examples we see and work with on a consistent basis, all of these things are common occurrences for all of us. 
    In the VATT offices. Next slide, Tracy. We define assistive technology, we say it's a term for creative tools and strategies that help people live, learn, work and play. You might commonly hear assistive technology referred to as AT. 
    And within the, within assistive technology, there's something we call the tech spectrum. So it's, basically, no tech to high‑tech. So no tech device might be when we go in and meet with somebody to help them overcome a barrier specific barrier they're challenged with. We might go in and make some recommendations to change the environment or the required tasks or even how their day is scheduled. A great example of that is I once worked with a gentleman who really, a young gentleman who really struggled in miss math class which was at 1:30 in the afternoon. 
    He always got very tired after his lunchtime. And so just didn't make sense to have have him in a heavy class where he was tasked with challenging learning to be in that class right after lunch when his body naturally slowed down. 
    So we were able to change his schedule so he did math in the morning and saw almost instant improvement with a simple schedule change. So that would be an example of no tech. Low tech options are typically things you can reach, you can pick up in any store. Not always, but in some cases. So the heavy lined paper. The paper we showed you in the previous screen, that would be an example of a low tech item. Something relatively low in cost. And then, as we talk about high‑tech on the tech spectrum. Those are the things like the AAC device that was on the bottom of the screen. The voice output device. Typically speaking when we talk about high‑tech, it tends to have a higher price tag, as well. So ‑‑ yeah. I think I covered that. You want to jump ahead? 
>> So throughout this presentation today, we're going to offer just an inventory spotlight on some of the different tools that we actually have in hour inventory that can be loaned out for people to try. And here, we have the Carson desk bright 200 LED lighted magnifying magnifier. 
    So there is an AT for all item number. And what that is as you'll learn as we go through this presentation, is just an identifying number that you can use to search for this item if you wanted to learn more about it in our inventory database. We'll definitely talk more about that as we go along. 
    You can also search for it by name. So there's lots of different ways to search. But we'll cover that. 
>> All right. Next, we're going to review the free services that are available to everyone that comes through our virtual door. Hopefully, soon to be our physical door. The first one is information and assistance. So this is where you can interact with our program to ask general questions about what we offer. Questions about specific devices that you may have seen and were interested in. If something, if there's a scenario that you'd like us to research that involves assistive technology, we can do that. 
    If you're looking for information on other AT‑related services. So, for example, this could look like you need help finding an occupational therapist to work with your speech communication device because it's not quite working out the way you thought. That might be an example. 
    We also can help you look for funding to purchase your assistive technology. And lastly, you can also schedule a demonstration with us, which will bring you further into our service hierarchy. So just as an example, maybe you gave a call your mother is in a nursing home, she just turned 95. She's really struggling keeping her hearing aids charged, she doesn't want to put them in. If you have anything. I can't go in the room and just have a conversation with her. There's no options. This, the pocket talker 2.0 is a personal amplifier, similar to the one that Laurie briefly touched on. 
    But this is a device that attaches to headphones so the person that is ‑‑ needs the amplification wears the headphones and they hold the hand held device, the pocketalker2.0 and it has a volume control on it. This little wheel here in the center. And that controls the volume, you can increase the volume as needed. There's a microphone on top, which you point in the general direction of the persona you're communicating with. 
    And this amplifies the sound. Doesn't work the same as a hearing aid. But in this case, it seems like an appropriate accommodation because it's more simple to use than the hearing aid and you might need it in this immediate situation. So that's the pocketalker2.0 you might have calls about to ask about. 
    But let's say you need the equipment demonstration. An equipment demonstration allows us, the assistive technology specialists to gather information about your needs, the situation, your preferences for technology. And then, we kind of brainstorm ideas together. An AT specialist has access to a lot of different tools and so, we're trying to narrow down the options so that you don't have to do all of the research and figure out what might work for you. 
    And at a demonstration, this allows you to also try out the technology, hands on. In our tryout center. And an opportunity to ask questions. Like, oh, I see there's a switch on the side of this, what is that for? Or I like to make my voice mail messages a minute long. Does this song have that feature? So it's a really great interactive way to get information about a specific device? And this will help you decide if that technology will work for you. The next step in the hierarchy is borrowing the equipment from us. So that brings us to equipment loans. This is a try before you buy kind of system. 
    We have almost 4,000 pieces of equipment to try. And any of those pieces of equipment kind of like a library book can be taken out for 30 days. We ship that equipment to your house for your workplace or your school for free through UVS. And then, we also provide you a free return label. We do not sell any of our equipment, it's for the library, just like you wouldn't buy one of the library's books. And we don't provide financial loans, just equipment loans. But we provide information about financial support if that is something you need. 
    Let's say one of the items was the spoon. This liftware level adapted mechanical spoon. The spoon has a cylindrical shaft that you hold with your hand. Around that is a handle. If someone doesn't have the grip strength to hold on to a spoon, the handle actually secures their hand to that cylinder so they don't have to hold it. And that's not the coolest part of the spoon, but it is cool. At the neck of the spoon, there is a gyroscope, which is essentially a motor that moves with your hand. 
    So someone that is having a hard time eating because of a lack of range of motion in their arm could utilize the spoon. And what happens is, you can see in the picture when their hand turns so their thumb is pointing towards the ceiling, the spoon, which is at the end of the bendable neck stays parallel with the table. It remains level no matter the position of your hand that allows you to change the way you use your motor plan to get it to your mouth and allows you to adjust it in a way that works for you without spilling your food all over your lap all the time. 
    So that's the liftware level just as an example. 
    
>> I see we have a question in the chat box. 
>> Sure. Yeah, what's the question? 
>> From Angela, can people from other states borrow from your library? Or is it only for Vermont residents? 
>> So our library is for Vermont residents. But the great thing about the AT Act programs is there is a program like this in every state. So if you have a question about a specific state, I'm glad to send you the list of who you could contact. And I will say, we have made several exceptions for folks who might be receiving care in Vermont. Sometimes, we'll send folks to them even if they're in New Hampshire to keep the coordination easy. You should have a state. 
    Anything else? In the question box there? While we're doing that? No? OK. So another example of a loan that's a little bit more complicated would be our iPad loans, tablet loans. So we have a fleet of iPads that are available for that 30‑day timeframe. And what folks usually utilize this type of loan for is augmentative and communication apps. A lot of times we have speech and language pathologist that is working with someone interested in that sort of communication device. 
    We have access to about 30 different kinds of apps. We upload it on the iPad and ship the iPad. And this is great because it takes all of those things are very expensive. So you get to try it without investing a lot of money and a lot of energy in ordering and making, setting all of that stuff up. 
    The other reason we might loan an iPad to somebody could include time management and organization tools, reminders, voice typing for someone that has either can't physically write anymore because of an injury or someone with dyslexia that has a hard time spelling. We also have different text to speech apps for reading if you, again, have dyslexia and can't process text easily through visual modalities. 
    For note taking when you're a college student, maybe, or an adult going to doctor's appointments. And for mindfulness apps, meditation apps we can put on there, for example. If the iPad is inaccessible to you because you cannot access the screen using touch like the tablet was designed for, we have tools that can adapt that iPad in multiple ways to try and make it accessible for you. That includes built‑in accessibility features we can guide you through or set up for you ‑‑ you'll see a red switch and a green switch which are just buttons set up in front of the iPad. And actually, in that configuration, as it is pictured, someone could operate the entire iPad just using two buttons. 
    And I don't have time to explain all of that today but it is very cool and it is available. We've got cases with speakers with louder output if you have a hearing impairment. If you're using it as a communication device. We've got special keyboards, cases, you name it, we probably have it and if we don't, we might order it for you. 
    Just so you know, that's available. All of these things are listed in our online inventory. I think we're switching. 
>> OK. So our online inventory is AT4all. Www.vt.at4all.com. All of the items are available online at this site. You can browse the equipment by category or need. And this allows you as depicted in the box on the right of the screen, it allows you to view a photo, a description, vendor information and pricing information. 
    And this is the same place you would go to request the loan. You would complete an account with your contact information and your shipping address and that's how we would process the loan according to the information you provide. 
    
>> Sorry if I messed that up, Laurie. 
>> I didn't want to interrupt. And this is another inventory spotlight for you. This is an XBOX adaptive controller and Logitech adaptive gaming kit. Alternative access for somebody who wants to hop on the XBOX and play with their friends but the typical controllers that come with the device don't work for their needs. This is available, both of these items are available in that inventory database that we just talked about, AT4all, and the numbers are listed in the middle of the screen, Tracy underlined them in red for you. 
    
>> Sorry, Laurie. 
>> It's OK. Go ahead. 
>> So this is one of our community resources, it's called the AT Exchange. So on the same website, AT4ALL, there is what we call general listings. And this allows community members to list things they have for sale or for free that are related to assistive technology and durable medical equipment. The exchange always happens between the person that's buying the equipment and the seller. Although, we're happy to facilitate communication if there is a barrier there. 
    And we always advise folks to work with local health care providers to verify that the equipment fits properly, it's safe and especially if it's durable medical equipment. So a good example of something available is the Mercedes scooter here. It is brand new, it was only used for 2 weeks. It's a 4‑wheeled scooter. It has a weight capacity of 450 pounds. 
    It costs nearly $5,000 when it was brand new. And they're only asking $3,500 for it now. And these are do I understand of deals that you might find on the AT Exchange, which is really cool. Other examples include electric wheelchairs that folks are getting rid of. If you have trouble navigating the website, you can always call our 1800 number which we'll flash at the end of the screen. It's also available on all of the slides, 1‑800‑750‑6355. And our fabulous coordinator can help locate something on the site for you, as well. Buying used is not an option you're interested in or you're not available. I thought we would review two kinds of alternative funding sources we point folks towards. And those include the independent fund which is hosted by the opportunity credit union. It's a low‑interest loan. Good for between $500 and $150,000. And the rate on that loan is a fixed 3%. 
    And any of that money can be used for assistive technology. For example, a wheelchair specific to the basketball team that you're on, you need an adaptive basketball wheelchair, that could be something you could use this loan for. 
    Or the wheel pad WHEEL pad, which is a tiny house add‑on that's fully wheelchair accessible that has a bedroom, bathroom and a kitchenette and is used as transition housing of someone that's coming out of physical rehab into a house that's not fully accessible yet. 
    The equipment distribution program, and that's by the Vermont Center for Independent Living. And that is used to provide phone equipment for folks that are income eligible and have a disability that impairs their use of the phone. So this looks like amplified phones. Phone slashers that make a strobe light when the phone rings, that sort of equipment. 
    So they have a set fund for each person that applies. We host the AT Reuse Program. Known as the AT Exchange. We offer alternative funding information. And then, we also host public awareness events. Like this one today, thank you for coming. There's still more.
Don't leave, yet. So this is our centralized referral system. These are the 3 ways to get in contact with us. So we have our 1‑800 number, which is 1‑800‑750‑6355. We also have our email address, and there is a web form on our website at atp.Vermont.gov. And these can be emailed to you as links the PowerPoint is not visually accessible. 
    
>> So the paid services that we offer to businesses or groups, we have group trainings on specific technology. So, for example, we can offer trainings on ability switches to occupational therapists or we can look at communication apps for speech and language pathologists. We also offer technical assistance for organizations. So that might look like giving advice on adding assistive technology services to that particular organization. 
    We do also offer a newsletter. This goes out weekly on Tuesdays. We call it tech Tuesday. Every week is a different topic, we do have some series that kind of reoccur which is interesting. We can build upon our knowledge that way. In the PowerPoint that you receive, there will be a link where you can sign up and also, you can see past editions of that, if you would like to review those. 
    Other emails beyond the Tech Tuesday email letter would include reuse items available, program updates and event announcements. 
>> Which looks like some people got today. 
>> We also have a YouTube channel, Tracy's featured quite a bit on that YouTube channel. She is our YouTube Vanna, if you will. Consists of 3 modules. What is assistive technology? Who is the Vermont AT Program? How to consider AT using the set process. So set process is just a method that we use to help we valuation and assessment services for individuals to help them determine what their needs are. 
    And these videos are all available online and you can share with other people who might be interested. And the videos are all captioned. Here are some additional resources that we have for you, general program information. Our AT for all website is listed. Our YouTube channel information about the center on disability and community inclusion through UVM. The Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living and the vocational rehabilitation, there are all links in the PowerPoint, as well. 
    
    OK. And that's us in a nutshell. 
>> So we'd love to open it up for questions that folks have. And that could include questions about our program or maybe questions about specific AT that you're interested in. Those could be entered into the chat or if you raise your hand, I believe Marie has a magic unmute wand, not positive about that. So in the chat is there an outreach toolkit for service agencies to use? Leanne, if you could elaborate just a little bit, outreach in terms of service agencies to connect with us? Or for service agencies to incorporate AT? And maybe Laurie, you have an interpretation? 
>> No, I need further clarification, as well. 
>> Yeah. So Leanne, if you want to pop in and clarifying. I think she's coming online. 
>> Hi. Yeah. So just an outreach toolkit for service agencies to share informations about the programs available through you. So that ‑‑ 
>> So we have Flyers and our website and stuff, but I would love to connect offline with you, Leanne, and see what that looks like for you. And maybe that's something that we could develop as something we don't have already. I like the idea of kits. So if we can connect afterwards, that would be awesome. OK. And then we have a question from Matthew. 
    Can you partner with T‑Mobile, AT&T and Verizon? Yeah, so, Matthew, if you have extra information that you want to add. 
>> Yes, yes, it is Matthew. T‑Mobile is actually very, very helpful in this area to apply for assistive technology, the price is very, very good considering the price marker set for any technology that's available as a person with disability, prices ranging from 100 to 300 max. But I notice there are other lower tier devices that are willing to, you know, partnership with get more technology out there for people, individuals with disabilities because that's T‑Mobile's main, Verizon and AT&T's main thing to actually partnership with others nonprofits or other entities to be able to get more accessible technology to people who really needs it. Thank you. 
>> Yeah. So let me just mirror back what I think I heard. So you're asking if there's a possibility to partner with nose large organizations in order to work out like a discount program so we can get access to the ‑‑ 
>> Yes. To T‑Mobile, yeah, T‑Mobile has that ‑‑ their discount. Since I use T‑Mobile myself, other and I know for a fact they're very helpful, you know, help giving technology information so other people will be able to access it. T‑Mobile is very, very good at that. Making sure you have the technology you need. At your disposal. So pretty much‑up, for person with disability, from AT&T to switch to T‑Mobile, it was a very excellent customer service for one, two, they do help you out the best they can and they do make sure they put customers first. 
    So ‑‑ 
>> Excellent suggestion, Matthew. I've got this nice big sticky note here. I'll add that. I'll add that to my list. 
>> Thank you very much. Yes. 
>> Thanks. 
>> Thank you, Matthew, that's good information. 
>> Were there other questions? Not seeing anything in the chat. Marie, are you seeing any hands raised or anything? 
>> Are there any limitations to your program? 
>> Yes, there are limitations to our program, thank you, Laura. So some things that we are not able to help with would include visits to people's homes. They can happen virtually, that's one way to get into people's homes. But with our limited staff, 3 of us for the whole state, we don't actually travel to folks' homes to do assessments in their houses. 
    Also, we don't do assessments in the traditional sense like the clinical sense. So folks wouldn't come to us to learn they have dyslexia or to get fitted for a wheelchair, so there's clinical limitations to our services, as well. 
    Laurie, did you want to add? 
>> Nope, I think you covered that one well. I'm actually nodding my head because I'm reading the next question. From Dylan, can you briefly describe your collaboration with schools in order to bring AT to students with disabilities? That is an excellent question, Dylan, and that's actually what I do, so as a transition assistive technology specialist, I work with people ages 14 to 24. And that does involve subcollaboration with schools from that age group. I will say, everything that you heard as far as loans and demos, that's across the board for the adult versus the youth population. 
    I don't know if you were ‑‑ if I'm sufficiently answering your question or if there's kind of another layer to that question I'm not answering. 
>> Laurie, maybe you could talk about interacting with the special educators or folks on the team. 
>> Yep. So it's not uncommon that we are invited to participate in IEP meetings just to offer consultation services in parts to start learning about a particular individual's needs. And offer potential solutions. Have ongoing communication with special educators, individuals with disabilities, parents, whomever it makes sense, the most sense for us to collaborate with according to that individual's needs and preferences is how we will communicate. 
    But yeah. We certainly are working within schools. In fact, it's just a great collaboration opportunity to get more services out there to individuals. 
>> Yeah, and I just want to add a delineation, a line here, Laurie works within the Voc rehab system. So the students that are part of the Voc rehab system would receive those in school services from the AT program. 
    So like, Laurie goes to IEP meetings but Tracy from the public side does not go to IEP meetings. So what that looks like for the public, the general public that's not accessing Voc rehab services yet, the teams can come to me. So I've had meetings with a parent, the student, special educator, they all come to my office and then we brainstorm there. It's like a collaborative demo. And that gives the special they could put into the IEP. If the school's not involved and it's just the parents, parents come, get ideas for assistive technology and bring that back to the school. It could look like a lot of different things. 
    Laurie, is definitely more structured than the public side of things as far as how we interact with the schools. Thank you for that question. 
>> Yeah, that was a good question. And we have another great question that's more directed towards you, Matthew says how about early intervention child care AT for preschool, kindergarteners, toddlers and et cetera for school‑age students with specialized health care and learning needs? 
>> Yeah, thank you, Matthew. We collaborate with the through UVM. There's an early intervention team that works with students early ed child care that have students with more complex health care and speech‑related needs. 
    So we collaborate with them, that's a clinical team, wrap around team for the child. And then, we can make AT recommendations to those folks based on their observations. But, again, we could also interact with a parent that had a concern or anyone on that team that needed additional ideas. We're idea generators who also have a big closet of tools. So thanks for that question. 
    OK. Was there anything else? Just looking over at my bookshelf of things. I could hold some things up if people wanted. I don't know. It's not the same on a video. 
    
>> I think that might be a cool thing, Tracy, we could spotlight you next to our interpreter. 
>> OK. Share the spotlight. So ‑‑ sorry about that. That might not be the best thing. So I brought this today which is called the pen reader. This is popular with our school population. It is a SH I call it a digital highlighter. And so how you use this is if you're reading a textbook or work sheet or your mail but you're having trouble identifying one of the words that you came up across. 
    This is a physical text to speech generator. So when you get to those words that you don't know, you can drag this highlighter across the page, it processes what it sees, and then says the word out loud. 
    So it's a read out loud tool for the physical world. Which is pretty cool. It also has built‑in dictionary that reads out loud to you. So if you have ‑‑ you get to a word you don't recognize it, this could be a great thing for you to use on the fly. 
    And it also has a headset jack if you don't want everybody to know that you're using something to read out loud, you can listen to it privately. So that's the See Pen reader and these run $250. But they're available in our loan inventory for you to try if it's something you're interested in but not ready to invest in. 
    Should've had Laurie demonstrate this because she has better hair. This is an ordinary fan. But I've adapted it ‑‑ the fan cost me $10. I added this little cord here called battery interrupter for another $10. And what this enables me to do is switch adaptive fan. The fan turns on and off for as long as I hold down the button. 
    So the alternative to pressing this button would be to move this little tiny switch on the side and if you don't have the dexterity to do that, then you wouldn't be able to turn on your phone. So this is a way to make the fan more easily accessible by making the button much larger and easier to press. 
    It's also a great activity for children learning about switching and the fan provides a nice sensory feedback that they've actually pressed the button because they get this nice breeze. Which you can't see because I don't have any hair. There's a little bit. 
    This little guy here, this is called the (inaudible). It's liquid level indicator. So we use this for folks that are blind or that need auditory feedback when their glass is getting full when they're filling it up. 
    I don't think I have enough liquid to demonstrate this. But the little hooks on the back here hang over the top of the glass and these prongs are metal. And at the top are a series of holes which actually acts as a speaker and then, there's a 9 volt battery plugged into the bottom. I a dangle this over the edge of my cub and I pour in my liquid and the liquid hits the two metal prongs, it's going to do it for me. 
    Very loud beep is emitted from this device, which tells the person pouring the liquid that their cup is full. So it's called the Say When because you would say when. It's saying when when the cup is full. 
    The liquid level indicator. Just generating any questions. No? OK. The last thing I'll show you in our last minute here or so is a talking photo album. So you can store a physical picture, a social story, a communication symbol into this book here and you can actually record messages up to 30 seconds on this little button. 
    And when you press the button, it plays your recording out loud. So we use this for memory support. So this could be a description of what the picture is so you could be reminded of who was in the photo or we use it as an executive functioning support. Let's say, you collected the steps that it took to do the laundry. You took a picture of each step and then recorded, you recorded your voice about what the step was and then every time you flipped the page it's a new step. 
    So they make these single page ones but they also make a book that has 4 pictures on each page. That's a talking photo album. Like I said, we have 4,000 items. So there's many things to choose from. And we're happy to help you navigate through those items and choose the correct one for you. That's our job. So ‑‑ reach out and we'd be happy to help you. 
    
>> All right thank you so much, Tracy and Laurie. I guess if there are no other questions, we can wrap up for today. And ‑‑ anything else? Before we sign off? 
>> Nope, I think that's all for me. 
>> All right. Thank you for having us today.

