
Legislative Update for February 4, 2014 
Vermont Council of Developmental and Mental Health Services 

 
 
Joint Fiscal Office Presents Health Care Cost Analysis to Health Committee 
Sarah Teachout of the Joint Fiscal Office (JFO) spoke about the upcoming study of how households and 
employers cover the costs of health care in Vermont - past, present and future.  The study will include 
premiums, out-of-pocket costs, taxes and indirect health care costs included in goods and services. 
House Health Committee Chair Michael Fisher believes that people do not know what they are paying 
for health care today, because the costs are shifted and diffused through different payment 
mechanisms. He added that we also need to question what is covered under health care: including 
services provided by designated agencies.  The Committee also received an overview of the State 
Innovation Model grant from Anya Radar. 
 
Department of Vermont Health Access Commissioner Mark Larson and Kara Suter presented to the 
Committee on the state's plans to correct the misaligned financial incentives across payers and 
providers in the current health care system, which they believe has led to fragmentation in our medical 
and social systems.  The plan is to do direct financing plus value based financing from a shared savings 
pool and a quality pool. Quality of care includes: effectiveness, safety, timeliness, patient and family 
centeredness, access and efficiency.  Kara Suter said better organization of the system and more 
sophisticated quality measurements are essential. 
 
The SIM/VHCIP will establish 3 payment models: shared savings program accountable care organizations 
(SSP ACO); episodes of care; and pay for performance program. The belief is that these models are 
complementary. Kara sees SSP as a way to focus on savings and quality.  It creates a level of provider 
coordination that wouldn't otherwise occur.  Beneficiaries will see the positives, but will not have 
coverage restrictions, gatekeeping or other problems that HMOs were known for.  There will be reduced 
duplication, better sharing of health information, more focus on community based services, no access 
restrictions, no changes to coverage and governance by the providers.   
 
The state Medicaid contracts with OneCare and CHAC have still not been signed. The expectation is that 
40,000 (out of 90,000) Medicaid enrollees will be in the ACOs.  Kara said that DVHA would like to 
develop pay for performance for other providers, but that would take new resources. DVHA will not take 
money away to create incentives, when funding is already too low. Mark Larson emphasized that we 
need to have all providers invested in the total cost of care. 
 
 
House Judiciary Reviews implementation of Good Samaritan Act 
Bram Kranichfeld, Executive Director, Department of State's Attorneys & Sheriffs said the Good 
Samaritan Act is being successfully implemented.  He did training for prosecutors and they have 
dismissed charges appropriately. It is not totally clear whether it covers violations of probation for a 
person who overdoses.  It clearly covers new criminal charges for the person calling in about the 
overdose. The answer was that the legislature intended that all people at the scene, including the 
person that overdoses receive immunity.  David Fenster, Addison County State's Attorneys offered the 
committee language to meet their legislative intent. 
 



Tom Dalton, Director and Grace Keller, Case Management Team Leader of the Safe Recovery Program 
have been educating on the Act and testified that at this point a good number of people who are opiate 
dependent are aware of it, but further education would be helpful.  Grace said, overall, more calls to 
911 are being made and most of the people they work with feel safer. However, Grace and Tom gave 
examples of clients who went to jail after an overdose and charges were pressed by police, even when 
the clients spoke out about the Good Samaritan law.  As a result, fewer people are now calling 911 for 
help because the word is out on the street that charges are being pressed and people are going to jail. 
Based on this testimony the Committee discussed the need to educate law enforcement, state's 
attorneys and corrections staff on the intent of the Act.  
 
 
Senate Judiciary Committee Continues Deliberations on Pre-Trial Services 
Willa Farrell from Vermont Court Diversion spoke about the risk and needs assessment, noting that the 
needs that lead to criminal activity may go beyond substance abuse and mental health issues. Bobby 
Sand from the department of Public Safety clarified the intent of the Bill is to conduct: 

1. risk assessment to assess risk of flight; 

2. needs screening to determine in mental health or substance abuse needs exist; 

3. needs assessment by treatment providers, as needed 
 
Karen Vastine from Community Justice Centers said the screening tools give helpful information for the 
community justice programs. She emphasized that community justice programs can complement rapid 
intervention programs and address the opportunity to afford victims involvement in the process.  She 
would like the Court to refer individuals to community based restorative justice programs, as well as to 
treatment, early on in the process. Senator Sears's perspective is that treatment comes first and 
community justice programs can be referred to later. 
 
Bobby Sand noted that the conventional track already included restorative justice.  The pre-charge track 
will have broad guidelines and those guidelines could include restorative justice, even though the 
current language of the bill does not include restorative justice.  
 
Judy Rex from Crime Victims Services wants the victims to have notification of the person’s participation 
in the programs and notification that the person is in the community.  In Burlington the Rapid 
Intervention does reach out to restorative justice programs.  Judy wants to make sure that victim 
assistance programs get notified statewide.  She wants victim compensation and restitution to occur 
regardless of the outcome of the case.  Bobby Sands was supportive of insuring that victims have access 
to benefits so that states attorneys will be more likely to utilize this program. 
 
Sarah Kennedy of the VT Network Against Domestic & Sexual Violence thought the bill would include a 
broad array of crimes.  She would like to see the limit set at non-violent crimes. Senator Sears prefers 
giving the States attorneys discretion. Sarah noted that victims have a voice in the traditional process, 
but if someone goes through the pre-charge program the victim’s rights and protections are not 
ensured.  There should be some limitation of who goes into the pre-trial services, she said. 
 
 
Joint Meeting of House and Senate Health Committees on ACOs 
Todd Moore the CEO of OneCare said this is provider led change to achieve Vermont's vision (his list of 
providers did not include DAs) He said, "The discussions have been amazing.  We are developing 
clinically integrated networks of providers and we are all collaborating with the Blueprint.  There is even 



collaboration among the ACOs. "The Pan ACO group is determining what we should do together; if you 
allow the private delivery system to lead we will develop a more unified health delivery system." 
 
Paul Reiss, Chairman of the Board of Accountable Care of the Green Mountains, said his ACO is 
composed of 120 independent physicians across VT.  They will not be participating in Medicaid. This ACO 
is Partnering with a Texan administrative organization. There is no money up front for the ACOs.  
Patients have their same benefits and don't even know if they are in an ACO.  Attribution can change 
when patients see different people.  Physicians do not treat people differently depending on which ACO 
they are in. If there are shared savings, it comes back to support the group.  The issue in VT is that we 
already provide great care. So achieving savings will be difficult since the benchmark is set on recent 
expenditures. The Savings target is set from projected expenditures based on past expenditures. 
 
Jack Donnelly CEO of Community Health Center Burlington serves on Board of CHAC.  He said that they 
see themselves as the safety net in Burlington and work with the homeless, refugees and the 
HowardCenter.  He is hopeful that CHAC will create a framework for dialog and discussion to improve 
collaboration and smooth out transitions in care.  "The focus should be on improving care, not 
insurance," he emphasized 
 
Gail Auclair, the CEO of Little Rivers Health Care, also spoke as a representative of CHAC.  It was formed 
by BI-state and community health centers to test out a different model of providing care. Because they 
are both provider-based and community-based, she believes they offer a unique perspective.  
 
Barbara Walters, the Chief Medical Officer of OneCare, kicked off the clinical portion of the 
presentation.  "This effort is making it easier for physicians to do the right thing.  Providers can get 
together and take responsibility for the total cost of care for the population and for the quality of that 
care." She said that currently, physicians are working in silos.  The ACO improves information on the 
population and utilizes blueprint and community health teams. "It’s not managed care - we are not 
forcing people to go anywhere" she pointed out. 
 
Jack Donnelly said the HIE proposal to the SIM committee is one of the most important segments of the 
pan ACO initiative.  We cannot do this work individually. Data collaboration will impact our ability to 
manage across care providers.  All three ACOs cover 70% of the population of the State.  
 
Kat McGraw spoke about Brattleboro's experience.  They have 2,200 attributed lives in OneCare.  They 
began to look at population health and care coordination.  They started improving hospital discharge 
planning with education to patients and their families about diseases and making sure that follow up 
appointment with primary care physician were being scheduled. They are also expanding the role of 
care managers to include involvement in the emergency room.  For instance, they now make sure that 
appointments for follow up care are made and the even arrange transportation. As a result of these 
efforts they are seeing fewer hospital readmissions. A large number of people were going to nursing 
homes after joint replacement operations, but now more people go home after these surgeries.  
Physician practices are often closed and not accepting new referrals, so they are working on improving 
patient flow and access. Each practice is now having morning huddles so care is more holistic. 
Brattleboro has the highest rates of mental health emergency room use because there is a lack of access 
to psychiatric and substance abuse services.  They are partnering with HCRS, Brattleboro Retreat and the 
Community Health Team to better provide services.   
 



Barbara Walters said NEEAC gives a tool for risk stratification and enables population oriented 
interventions. VITL will ease real time patient management.  
 
Gail Auclair of CHAC and Little Rivers Health Care said they came together because the Fee-For-Service 
model does not work.  They are trying to go totally blueprint and are expanding medical home services 
and primary care that prevents greater need.  She said they will be designing the ACO with designated 
agencies. “As community based health centers, we can improve the model by providing care to the 
underserved, many of whom have mental health issues.”  Her care coordinators work with the case 
managers at designated agencies on a regular basis and offering bi-directional care.  
 
Paul Reiss spoke about his experience of providing Medicare services under the SSP. They have begun 
talking to psychologists. He said they are not participating in the Medicaid ACO because they cannot 
cover the upfront costs. 
 
 
House Human Services Hears about Developmental Services System of Care Plan 
Camille George the Director of Developmental Services Division for the Department of Disabilities Aging 
and Independent Living (DAIL) gave an overview of the System of Care Plan and the planning process. 
She spoke enthusiastically about how the funding requests are made by staff, who work closely with 
people with developmental disabilities and who really understand their wants and needs, to develop 
individualized service plans. She explained that the SOCP sets program priorities, criteria for funding for 
services and the process for evaluating the success of programs. Local agencies were given full credit for 
coordinating services with other local and state resources.  Representative Pugh grappled out loud 
about the exclusion of the legislature in the funding decisions. 
 
Barb Prine of the Disability Law Project said it’s a pretty good system, but also acknowledged that the 
system has been under a lot of stress due to the reductions over the last few years.  With reduced 
funding there is reduced oversight with only 7 reviewers rather than 12 in past years.  Barb does not 
think the DAIL staff have the level of knowledge about programs that they should.  The system should 
not be cut without legislative oversight she said. The SOCP sets who gets funded and what gets funded.  
Other Medicaid programs have this set in statute.  Every time there is a budget shortfall the DS budget 
gets cut without legislative review. She gave the example of people only being able to access 5 hours a 
service a day, if living with family.  As such parents have a hard time maintaining employment. 
 
Representative Patsy French introduced H. 728 because fewer people are getting services and their 
services are changing.  The SOCP can be changed without legislative oversight, all other human service 
programs at least go through a legislative process through the committee on administrative rules.  It 
also adds to the reporting requirements.  Representative Donahue also sees this as a way to achieve 
parity other programs who are not limited by the available resources. 
 
Katie McLinn, Legislative Counsel, walked through the bill.  She highlighted that the SOCP is set on 
criteria, not available funds.  It requires certain categories of the SOCP to go through the administrative 
rules process.  It includes technical changes and improvements in respectful language; removes the limit 
of "available resources"; adds language on monitoring the services, fiscal oversight, quality assessment 
and assurance, plus quality improvement.  It will require the SOCP to be consistent with legislative intent 
as set out by the Committee on Administrative Rules: priorities for programs, criteria for receiving 
funding and criteria for evaluating program.  Priorities would no longer be based on available funding.  
 



The question of what will happen if the budget is not sufficient came up, but could not be answered.  
Testimony will continue and the Council plans to weigh in. 
 
 
Senate Health and Welfare Reviews Budget Adjustment 
Mental Health Commissioner Dupre faced questions about staffing up of the new state hospital.  There 
was also discussion about the information technology system for the new state hospital. Paul is hoping 
to work with Fletcher Allen Health Care to use their Prism system. The House did not make changes in 
the Governor's proposal for the mental health budget adjustment request.   Paul gave a preview of the 
FY'15 budget.  The Youth in Transition (YIT) and Pathways federal grants are ending.  DMH will only be 
able to backfill one half of the YIT grant and none of the Pathways federal grant.   
 
Commissioner Wehry was asked to highlight the changes in the budget adjustment act and the 
discussion focused solely on the Choices for Care Waiver. 
 
The Department of Health is adding $50,000 in funding to distribute Narcan in the budget adjustment 
act, the drug for people experiencing overdoses. There is new funding for recovery centers to ensure 
one paid full time equivalent staff is available at each recovery center.  There is $200,000 in the budget 
adjustment act for ($100,000 from ADAP and $100,000 added by the House) to speed up intake into the 
Hubs of which $100,000 is going to Chittenden County.  
 
 
Senate to Finalize Budget Adjustment Act This Week 
The Senate Appropriations Committee voted out the budget adjustment act on Friday.  The full Senate is 
expected to vote on the budget adjustment act this week.  The language added by the House to clarity 
the distribution of the Medicaid rate increase stayed intact. 
 
 
Youth in Transition Grant 
The Youth in Transition Grant had a full day in the state house on Friday.  They presented to the speaker 
of the House, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, US Senator Patrick Leahy, Senate Health and Welfare and 
House Human Services Committees and others.  The program works with at-risk youth to engage them 
in their communities and overcome challenges.   
 
The youth spoke about how they used to feel looked down on by their communities, but now they feel 
valued by their communities.  Many of the participants told moving tales about how the program helped 
them rise above their challenges. 
 
Charlie Biss from the Department of Mental Health said the impetus of this grant was based on the data 
the department had that showed significant drop off in services by the time teens turn 19.  They 
wondered how many were ending up in corrections. The Agency of Human Services had young adults 
help them establish a list of what they need to transition to adulthood successfully.   The list included: 
safe housing; good relationships; jobs, better relationships with law enforcement; health insurance. 
Each AHS region developed its own proposals for funding.   
 
Lorna Mattern of United Counseling Services of Bennington spoke about the youth outreach part of the 
program to reach young people who were not well-connected in the community.  Many are involved in 
corrections and probation; have histories of trauma; experience mental health and substance abuse 



disorders; and have struggles with school, homelessness; etc. The services offered include early 
childhood services because many of the youth have children of their own.  The youth served have had 
no rearrests; they have eliminated homelessness and reduced use of illegal drugs. Lorna spoke about 
how these young adults have become healthy and connected to their communities. 
 
University of Vermont program evaluators spoke about the results of the 5 - 6 year effort.  On average 
the youth had 3.3 issues with 75% having mental health diagnosis.  Most of the youth in the program are 
on Medicaid.  Over time involvement in criminal justice, mental health conditions, prescription opiates 
and illicit drugs use are going down significantly for the youth in the program.  Plus there has been 
increases in employment; stability of housing and connectedness to community  
 
Brenda Bean the project director for the YIT grant explained that the federal grant ends at the end of 
September, but the Governor’s budget only has funds half of the resources necessary to continue it.  
The impact will be that only half of the state's regions will be able to maintain the program.   They need 
$481,000 to fully fund the program in FY2015.   
 
 
Upcoming Advocacy Events at the State House 
 

 Mental Health Advocacy Day  February 13th 

 Disability Awareness Day February 19th  

 Recovery Day   March 21st 

 
 
FY 2015 State Budget via Vermont Interactive Technologies (VIT) 
The Vermont House and Senate Committees on Appropriations will hold a joint public hearing Monday, 
February 10, 2014, 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at all 13 VIT sites. For further information/directions, please go to: 
http://www.vitlink.org/ 
 
The Committees will take testimony on the Governor’s FY 2015 state budget proposal at that time. 
Anyone interested in testifying should come to the hearing. Time limits on testimony may apply 
depending on volume of participants. 
 
To view or print a copy of the proposed budget, go to the Department of Finance and Management’s 
website at:http://finance.vermont.gov/state_budget/rec  
 
The budget hearing will be VIEWABLE via the Internet if your computer has Flash-based streaming 
capabilities. Some mobile devices may require additional software. Go to: 
www.vitlink.org/streamingmedia/vtcvitopen.php 
 
For more information about the format of this event or to submit written testimony, call Theresa 
Utton-Jerman or Rebecca Buck, Joint Fiscal Office, 802-828-2295; or fax: 802-828-2483, or 
e-mail:tutton@leg.state.vt.us or rbuck@leg.state.vt.us 
 
 
 

http://www.vitlink.org/
http://www.vitlink.org/streamingmedia/vtcvitopen.php
mailto:rbuck@leg.state.vt.us


 
 
 
 
This Week’s Schedule 
 
House Committee on Appropriations 
 
  
Monday, February 3, 2014 
1:00 PM                      Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services - Central Office 
Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services 
Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officer, Agency of Human Services 
Denise Lamoureux, Refugee Coordinator, Agency of Human Services 
2:30 PM                      Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services - Program Integration 
Melissa Bailey, Director of Integrated Family Services, Agency of Human Services 
Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services 
 
Tuesday, February 04, 2014 
2:30 PM                      Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
Paul Dupre, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health 
Frank Reed, Mental Health Services Director, Department of Mental Health 
Heidi Hall, Financial Director, Department of Mental Health 
Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officer, Agency of Human Services 
 
Wednesday, February 05, 2014 
9:30 AM                     Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services 
David Yacovone, Commissioner, Department for Children and Families 
Carol Maloney, Principal Assistant to the Commissioner, Department for Children and Families 
Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officer, Agency of Human Services 
 
1:15 PM                      Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services 
Harry Chen, Commissioner, Department of Health 
Barbara Cimaglio, Deputy Commissioner, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program, Dept. of Health 
Paul Daley, Director of Administrative Services, Department of Health 
Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officer, Agency of Human Services 
 
3:30 PM                      Report Overview 
                                    Blueprint 
Craig Jones, Director, Blueprint for Health, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) 
Jenny Samuelson, Assistant Director, Vermont Blueprint for Health 
Mark Larson, Commissioner, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) 
 
Thursday, February 06, 2014 



8:45 AM                     Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services 
Andy Pallito, Commissioner, Department of Corrections 
Matt D'Agostino, Financial Officer, Department of Corrections 
Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officer, Agency of Human Services 
 
1:15 PM                      Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services 
Mark Larson, Commissioner, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) 
Friday, February 07, 2014 
8:45 AM                     Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services 
Susan Wehry, Commissioner, Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living 
Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officer, Agency of Human Services 
 
1:00 PM                      Governor's Proposed FY 2015 State Budget 
                                    Human Services 
Al Gobeille, Chair, Green Mountain Care Board 
Susan Barrett, Executive Director, Green Mountain Care Board 
 
 
House Committee on Government Operations 
Wednesday, February 05, 2014 
3:45 PM                      H. 656 - An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the Office of 
Professional Regulation  Psychology section of the bill 
Chris Winters, Director, Secretary of State's Office 
Larry Novins, Counsel, Office of Professional Regulation, Secretary of State's Office 
 
Thursday, February 06, 2014 
8:45 AM                     H. 656 - An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the Office of 
Professional Regulation 
                                    Psycchotherapy Section of Bill 
Chris Winters, Director, Secretary of State's Office 
Larry Novins, Counsel, Office of Professional Regulation, Secretary of State's Office 
 
10:15 AM                   H. 656 - An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the Office of 
Professional Regulation   Social Work section of bill 
Chris Winters, Director, Secretary of State's Office 
Michael Gilman, Social Work Advisor 
12:00 PM                    Lunch 
 
  
House Committee on Health Care 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 
11:00 AM                    Accountable Care Organizations 
                                    Committee discussion 
 
Wednesday, February 05, 2014 



9:00 AM                      Blueprint for Health 
                                    2013 Annual Report of the Vermont Blueprint for Health 
Craig Jones, Director, Blueprint for Health, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) 
 
10:30 AM                    Green Mountain Care Board Annual Report 
Al Gobeille, Chair, Green Mountain Care Board 
  
Thursday, February 06, 2014 
9:00 AM                      Health Care Financing 
                                    And other witnesses to be determined 
Robin Lunge, Director of Health Care Reform, Agency of Administration 
Michael Costa, Deputy Director, Health Care Reform, Finance, Agency of Administration 
Bea Grause, President, Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems 
Don George, President and CEO, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Vermont 
 
3:30 PM                      Medicaid Budget 
Mark Larson, Commissioner, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) 
 
Friday, February 07, 2014 
 
 
House Committee on Human Services 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 
10:00 AM                    FLOOR 
15 min. after floor adjourns    FY 2015 Budget 
                                    Agency of Human Services 
Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services 
Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officer, Agency of Human Services 
12:00 PM                    Lunch & Caucuses 
 
3:30 PM                      Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
Shayla Livingston, Department of Health 
 
4:15 PM                      School Based Mental Health Study 
Charlie Biss, Director of the Children, Adolescent and Family Unit, Department of Mental Health 
Laurel Omland, Department of Mental Health 
Marcia LaPlante, Vermont Department of Health 
Deborah Quackenbush, General Supervision and Monitoring Team, Agency of Education 
5:00 PM                      Adjourn 
 
Wednesday, February 05, 2014 
9:00 AM                      FY 2015 Budget 
                                    Department of Mental Health 
Paul Dupre, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health 
Frank Reed, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Mental Health 
Heidi Hall, Financial Director, Department of Mental Health 
Jeff Rothenberg, Director of Mental Health Services, Green Mountain Psychiatric Care Center 
Charlie Biss, Director of the Children, Adolescent and Family Unit, Department of Mental Health 



 
10:15 AM                    FY 2015 Budget 
                                    Committee Discussion and Reports 
 
10:45 AM                    Opiate Addiction Treatment 
                                    Reports and Updates-Prescription Monitoring System 
                                                Harry Chen, Commissioner, Department of Health 
Meika DiPietro, Program Manager, Vermont Prescription Monitoring System, Vermont Prescription 
Monitoring System, Department of Health 
 
Friday, February 07, 2014 
9:30 AM                      FLOOR 
15 min. after floor adjourns    H. 555 - An act relating to the commitment of a criminal defendant who is 
incompetent to stand trial because of a traumatic brain injury 

Joint Meeting with House Judiciary: Review of Act 248 Commitment process and involuntary 
medication law and procedures 
Erik FitzPatrick, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
Katie McLinn, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
Matthew Valerio, Defender General, Defender General's Office 
Laura Gans, Attorney, Disability Law Project 
Alice Kennedy, Assistant Attorney General, Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living 
12:00 PM                    Lunch 
 
1:00 PM                      Housing 
Dr. Sam Tsemberis, CEO, Pathways To Housing 
 
1:30 PM                      FY 2015 Budget 
                                    Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living 
Dr. Susan Wehry, Commissioner, Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living 
Bill Kelly, Business Manager, Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living 
3:00 PM                      Adjourn 
 
 
House Committee on Judiciary 
 
Friday, February 07, 2014 
9:30 AM                      House Convenes 
after the floor              H. 555 - An act relating to the commitment of a criminal defendant who is 
incompetent to stand trial because of a traumatic brain injury 

Review of Act 248 Commitment process and involuntary medication law and procedures 
Erik FitzPatrick, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
Katie McLinn, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
Matthew Valerio, Defender General, Defender General's Office 
Laura Gans, Attorney, Disability Law Project 
Alice Kennedy, Assistant Attorney General, Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living 
 
Senate Committee on Appropriations 
 



 
Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 
11:00 AM                    S. 220 - An act relating to amending the workers’ compensation law, establishing a 
registry of sole contractors, increasing the funds available to the Department of Tourism and Marketing 
for advertising, and regulating legacy insurance transfers 
Noelle MacKay, Commissioner 
 
  
 
Wednesday, February 05, 2014 
8:30 AM                      S. 220 - An act relating to amending the workers’ compensation law, establishing a 
registry of sole contractors, increasing the funds available to the Department of Tourism and Marketing 
for advertising, and regulating legacy insurance transfers 
                                    As related to H.736 
Rep. Paul Ralston, H.736 
Rep. Heidi E. Scheuermann, H.736 
 
10:00 AM                    S. 220 - An act relating to amending the workers’ compensation law, establishing a 
registry of sole contractors, increasing the funds available to the Department of Tourism and Marketing 
for advertising, and regulating legacy insurance transfers 
                                    Enterprise Zones and Independent Contractors 
Aaron Adler, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
Ronald Shems, Chair, Natural Resources Board 
John Hollar, Lobbyist, Vermont Business Roundtable 
Ted Laskaris, Associate Vice President, Information Systems and Security 
Kenneth Schatz, City Attorney, Agency of Human Services 
Michael Zahner, Vermont Chamber of Commerce 
 
 
Senate Committee on Government Operations 
Thursday, February 06, 2014 
3:15 PM                      S. 293 - An act relating to reporting on population-level outcomes and indicators 
and on program-level performance measures 
                                    Witnesses to be announced 
 
 
Senate Committee on Health and Welfare 
Wednesday, February 05, 2014 
11:00 AM                    Blueprint for Health 
                                    Annual Report 
Dr. Craig Jones, Director, Blueprint for Health, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) 
 
Thursday, February 06, 2014 
8:30 AM                      S. 287 - An act relating to involuntary treatment and medication 
Laura Ziegler, Activist 
Sarah Lunderville, Executive Director, Vermont Center for Independent Living 
Michael Sabourin, Family member, Vermont Psychiatric Survivors, Department of Mental Health 



Ruth Grant, Family member 
Question and Answer 
Ronald Bassman, Ph.D, Psychologist, Chairman, The Community Consortium (Colorado) via Phone 
Grace Jackson, M.D., Verde Valley Medical Center (Arizona) via Phone 
Dr. Suzanne Kennedy, M.D., Psychiatrist, Fletcher Allen Health Care 
Name  to be provided, R.N., Fletcher Allen Health Care 
Question and Answer 
Robert Appel, Kohn Rath Danon & Appel LLP 
Jack McCullough, Director of Mental Health Law Project, Vermont Legal Aid 
Jill Olson, Vice President of Policy & Legislative Affairs, Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health 
Systems 
Question and Answer 
Paul Dupre, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health 
Dr. Jay Batra, MD, Medical Director, Department of Mental Health 
       S. 287 - An act relating to involuntary treatment and medication ,Committee Discussion 
Katie McLinn, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
 
Friday, February 07, 2014 
8:30 AM                      Health Care Reform 
Georgia Maheras, Project Director, Vermont Health Care Innovation Project 
Anya Rader Wallack, Chair, Vermont State Innovation Model (SIM) Core Team via Phone 
 
10:30 AM                    Act 48 Review 
Jennifer Carbee, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
11:30 AM                    Senate Floor 
 
 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 
9:30 AM                      Senate Floor 
- 15 minutes after the floor     S. 287 - An act relating to involuntary treatment and medication 
Jill Olson, Vice President of Policy & Legislative Affairs, Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health 
Systems 
John Wallace, Attorney, Rutland Regional Medical Center 
Craig Miskovich, Attorney, Brattleboro Retreat 
Wendy Beinner, Director, NAMI VT 
Ed Paquin, Director, Disability Rights Vermont 
Madeleine Mongan, Vice-President, Vermont Medical Society 
Laura Ziegler, Concerned Citizen, Plainfield, VT 
Michael Sabourin, Vermont Psychiatric Survivors, Department of Mental Health 
12:00 PM                    Adjourn 
 
Wednesday, February 05, 2014 
8:30 AM                      S. 287 - An act relating to involuntary treatment and medication 
                                    Review any outstanding issues/Mark up the bill 
Erik FitzPatrick, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
Katie McLinn, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
                                    ~ Review any outstanding Issues 



Jill Olson, Vice President of Policy & Legislative Affairs, Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health 
Systems 
Dena Monahan, Counsel, Department of Mental Health 
Amy Davenport, Administrative Judge, Judiciary 
12:00 PM                    Adjourn 
 
Thursday, February 06, 2014 
8:30 AM                      S. 295 - An act relating to pretrial services, risk assessments, and criminal justice 
programs 
Julie Tessler, Director, Vermont Council of Developmental and Mental Health Services 
Ralph Provenza, Director, United Counseling Services, Bennington 
 
9:30 AM    S. 295 - An act relating to pretrial services, risk assessments, and criminal justice programs 
                                   ~ Review/Resolve any outstanding issues/concerns - Mark up the bill 
Michele Childs, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
10:30 AM   S. 295 - An act relating to pretrial services, risk assessments, and criminal justice programs 
                                    ~ Final Mark up of the bill - Possible vote 
Michele Childs, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
11:30 AM                    S. 287 - An act relating to involuntary treatment and medication 
Erik FitzPatrick, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
Katie McLinn, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council 
12:00 PM                    Adjourn 
 
 
For more information or to take action: 
 
•        Legislative home page: http://www.leg.state.vt.us 
•        Sergeant-at-Arms Office: (802) 828-2228 or (800) 322-5616 
•        State House fax (to reach any member): (802) 828-2424 
•        State House mailing address (to reach any member):       
                                    Your Legislator 
                                    State House 
                                    115 State Street, Drawer 33 
                                    Montpelier, VT  05633-5501 
•        Email, home address and phone: Legislators' email addresses and home contacts may be found on 
the Legislature home page at http://www.leg.state.vt.us 
•        Governor Peter Shumlin (802) 828-3333 or http://governor.vermont.gov/ 
 
The purpose of the legislative update is to inform individuals who are interested in developmental, 
mental health and substance abuse services about legislative advocacy, policy development and 
activities that occur in the State Legislature. The Vermont Council is a non-profit trade association 
whose membership consists of 16 designated developmental and mental health agencies. 
 
Julie Tessler 
Executive Director 
Vermont Council of Developmental and Mental Health Services 
137 Elm Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 



Office: 802 223-1773   
Cell: 802 279-0464 
 


