
 

  
 

Helping people live healthy, safe and satisfying lives in their communities 

Legislative Update January 9, 2017 

 
 

Mental Health Advocacy Day 
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

State House 
"Caring for Vermonters ~ Invest in Mental Health" 

 
This event is inclusive of mental health, developmental disabilities and substance use disorders. We seek 
good turn-out to raise the profile of our services in the State House with support from 42 co-sponsors.  
The agenda includes activities that will be of interest for every advocate and supporter including 
advocacy training, opportunities to interact with legislators, providing testimony and listening to 
personal stories of lived experience. 
 
TAKE ACTION NOW: 
• Call or email your legislator to schedule time to meet with them on the 31st! 
• Click here to find your legislator. (http://legislature.vermont.gov/people/) 
• Please share this information with your network - we need a strong presence at the State House  
 
MAKE MENTAL HEALTH A PRIORITY - LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD! 
Sign up to Share Your Story or email lemerson@namivt.org. 
 
Who Should Attend: Mental health advocates, self-advocates, peers, family members, professionals, 
providers, community members and mental health stakeholders. 
 
AGENDA 

7:30-10 A.M. ~ REGISTRATION (Room 11 - on first floor directly beneath the House Chamber): 
Pick up a sticker to wear and show your support. Set up meetings with your legislator before 8:30 AM 
Bagels and Coffee will be served in the State House Cafeteria 
 

8:30-10:00 A.M. ~ COMMITTEE TESTIMONY: 
Everyone is welcome to sit in on the committee sessions.  
Contact us, if you are interested in testifying. 
    

9:00-10:00 A.M. ~ ADVOCACY TRAINING: (Room 11) 
Learn from Peter Mallory on how to share your story and advocate for mental health. This training will 
provide some skills to use for the event day, and beyond! 
 

10:00 A.M. ~ WELCOME SESSION KICKOFF (Room 11): 
State Leaders will share their insights on the "State of Mental Health in Vermont". Everyone should 
attend this event.  Additionally, awards will be presented. 



 
11:00 A.M. ~ SHARING OUR STORIES (Room 11): 

Sign up or contact us if you are interested in sharing your story of recovery, poetry, or other information 
(3-5 minutes). 
 

12 NOON ~ CAFETERIA: Meet with your legislator for lunch  
 
QUESTIONS:  Julie Tessler at Vermont Care Partners (contact info at the bottom of this Legislative 
Update) or Laurie Emerson at NAMI Vermont 800-639-6480 x101 or email lemerson@namivt.org.  
 
·        Nomination Form for Advocate of the Year: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrD2CS9J45ooFrMHyqwjUIiKzYygTEw27-
43QhlTnVsWQx4A/viewform  
 
 
Legislative Session is Off and Running 
With a New Governor sworn in and a new Speaker of the House and Senate President Pro Temp elected, 
the new biennium is going full steam ahead.  Governor Scott highlighted the opiate epidemic and 
support to Vermont’s most vulnerable citizens in his inaugural address. However, he also emphasized his 
commitment not to raise revenues while acknowledging a $70 million gap between expected revenues 
and potential expenditures.   
 
Moments after her election as Speaker of the House, Representative Johnson established her interest in 
mental health parity by giving jurisdiction of mental health to the health care committee.  She has made 
no commitment about not raising new revenues. Developmental Disabilities and Substance Use 
Disorders will remain under the purview of the House Human Services Committee. 
 
Senate President Ashe is known for his progressive values and has a history of skepticism toward large 
institutions, monopolies and lobbyists.  He is credited with finding pragmatic solutions to complex 
problems. 
 
Committee Assignments 
The leadership and composition of key committees is very important to our advocacy efforts and are 
listed below.  Many legislators are new to the work and the purview of their committees.  The best 
education they can receive about developmental, mental health and substance use disorder services is 
from their local constituents who benefit from services or work for our system of care.  Part of the job of 
being a legislator is to be available to local constituencies.  They will accept calls Friday through 
Mondays at their homes and can receive messages through the Sergeant-at-Arms or through email.  
Information on contacting legislators can be found at the bottom of this newsletter. 
 

House of Representatives 
Appropriations 
Toll, Chair of Danville 
Fagan, Vice Chair of Rutland City 
Keenan of St. Albans City 
Lanpher of Vergennes 
Dakin of Colchester 
Feltus of Lyndon 
Juskiewicz of Cambridge 
Helm of Fair Haven 
Hooper of Montpelier 
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Trieber of Rockingham 
Yacavone of Morristown 
 
Health Care 
Lippert, Chair of Hinesburg 
Donahue, Vice Chair of Northfield 
Briglin of Thetford 
Copeland-Hanzas of Bradford 
Cina of Burlington 
Dunn of Essex 
Jickling of Brookfield 
Gage of Rutland City 
Hebert of Vernon 
Christensen of Weathersfield 
Houghton of Essex 
 
Human Services 
Pugh, Chair of South Burlington 
Haas, Vice Chair of Rochester 
McFaun of Barre Town 
Keefe of Manchester 
Gamache of Swanton 
Rosenquist of Georgia 
Noyes of Wolcott 
Wood of Waterbury 
Mrowicki of Putney 
Troiano of Stannard 
Olsen of Londonderry 
 
Judiciary 
Grad, Chair of Moretown 
Conquest, Vice Chair of Newbury 
Burditt of West Rutland 
LaLonde of South Burlington 
Colburn of Burlington 
Rachelson of Burlington 
Dickinson of St. Albans Town 
Viens of Newport City 
Willhoit of St. Johnsbury 
Morris of Bennington 
Jessup of Middlesex 
 

Senate 
 Appropriations 
Senator Kitchel, Chair of Caledonia 
Nitka, Vice-Chair of Windsor 
Sears of Bennington 
Starr of Essex-Orleans 
McCormack of Windsor 
Ashe of Chittenden 
Westman of Lamoille 
 
Health and Welfare 
Senator Ayer, Chair of Addison 
Lyons, Vice-Chair of Chittenden 



Cummings of Washington 
McCormack of Windsor 
Ingram of Chittenden 
 
Judiciary 
Senator Sears, Chair of Bennington 
Benning, Vice-Chair of Caledonia 
White of Windham 
Nitka of Windsor 
Ashe of Chittenden 
 

 
House Human Services Hears from Agency of Human Services (AHS) Secretary Al Gobeille 
The Secretary of Human Services met with the House Human Services Committee on Friday afternoon 
within 24 hours of his official appointment.  He only briefly introduced himself to the Committee, but 
did specify the 4 key areas he plans to focus on: 
1. Mental Health – he said it’s not working for the folks, system or federal government 
2. Agency of Human Services Computer system 
3. All Payer Model Waiver and payment reform 
4. Corrections – he noted the multiple sites and said it must get ready for the next 30 years 
 
Paul Dragon who is now the Director of Policy and System Integration gave an overview of the Agency’s 
mission and functions. He highlighted that it covers both health and human services. He believes that 
they touch almost all Vermonters with a total budget of $2.5 billion and 3,800 staff. There are 12 AHS 
districts.  
 
 
To take action or for more information, including the weekly committee schedules:  
•        Legislative home page: http://www.leg.state.vt.us  
•        Sergeant-at-Arms Office: (802) 828-2228 or (800) 322-5616  
•        State House fax (to reach any member): (802) 828-2424  
•        State House mailing address (to reach any member):                                            
 
Your Legislator                                      
State House                                      
115 State Street, Drawer 33                                      
Montpelier, VT  05633-5501  
 
•        Email, home address and phone: Legislators' email addresses and home contacts may be found on the 
Legislature home page at http://www.leg.state.vt.us  
•        Governor Phil Scott (802) 828-3333 or http://governor.vermont.gov/   
 
The purpose of the legislative update is to inform individuals who are interested in developmental, mental health 
and substance abuse services about legislative advocacy, policy development and activities that occur in the State 
Legislature. The Vermont Council is a non-profit trade association whose membership consists of 16 designated 
developmental and mental health agencies.   
 
Julie Tessler, Executive Director, Vermont Council of Developmental and Mental Health Services  
Vermont Care Partners 
137 Elm Street Montpelier, VT 05602  
Office:  802 223-1773 Ext 401    
Cell:  802 279-0464 
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